St Marks UMW Update- January 2019
“St Mark’s United Methodist Women”
monthly gatherings take place September
through May. They are held the second
Tuesday each month.
Morning meetings: 9-11 am. Evening
meetings: 7-9 pm. Childcare is provided!
To register for childcare, please click on
the link below:
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSign
Up/10c094ba9a722a13-childcare
All are invited to join us for fun and
fellowship!

The President’s Corner

Happy New Year Sisters in Mission!

“When we learn to read the story of
Jesus and see it as the story of the
love of God, doing for us what we
could not do for ourselves – that
insight produces, again and again, a
sense of astonished gratitude which
is very near the heart of authentic
Christian experience.”  N.T. Wright
This quote speaks to me. I have
always found it interesting how this
story is teachable to young and old
and the message only more precious
and astonishing as our faith journey
develops. In the new year, my wish
for you and UMW as a collection
body is that our love shines more
brightly than ever and that we are

individually enriched by the
experience.
In HIS name,
Holly
UMW President
Hem2912@aol.com

Christmas meeting -Tues 12/1/18
The women of St. Mark's UMW joined
together for a joint meeting at 7 pm to
enjoy food fellowship and song as a way to
celebrate all the blessing we have shared this
year.

Rides to
meetings/carpools

Recipients of the 2018
Special Recognition Award
The St Mark’s UMW recognized all the hard
work done by Kathy Dycus and Marilyn
Roberts at our December Meeting. These
ladies are always willing to lead the charge
into Mission work. Both have held positions
on the board for a number of years. The
sisters from Jeffersonville High have been
co-leaders for the morning group “Make it
and Take it”, instrumental in getting the fall
Arts and Craft Fair established and are
always willing to lend a hand for any
mission.

It's winter time, and it is especially a
time where some members would really
appreciate carpooling or may need rides
to meetings. We have members who
have signed up in our survey to provide
rides, and we would be happy to
coordinate this with those who need
rides.
Please let me know if you need a ride to
the day meetings contact Sarah Lasbury
219-718-5957 sblasbury@comcast.net).
For evening meetings, Sonjia Clodfelder
765-744-6035, clod1725js@aol.com

2019 Pledges for UMW
Through the UMW channels of mission
giving, we can help to provide hope and
security to marginalized people both locally
and beyond. In this season of giving, UMW
members can thank God through our
service, prayers, pledges and offerings.
Your 2019 Pledge will help support the
numerous mission programs of St. Mark’s
UMW.
Cash donations or checks are welcome.
Checks should be made payable to St
Mark’s UMW. For questions, please contact
Karen Demler, UMW Treasurer @
317-407-2339 or karend21856@gmail.com
We are thankful for the enthusiastic,
involved members of St. Mark’s United
Methodist Women.

UMW Reading Program
“Your Windows to the World”
St Marks Church Library
Every year the United Methodist Women's National
Office recommends a diverse range of books with the
intention of broadening exposure to a variety of
concepts. This program organizes books into five
categories. Our UMW Reading Program group selects
a book from each of the categories and meets five
times a year for fellowship and book discussion.

You are welcome to attend and learn more
about the program even you have not read a
book.
Check out the National UMW Reading
Program website at:
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/rea
dingprogram
Do not hesitate to contact Susan Salter at
Sbf5salter@att.net or 317-848-1194 if you
have any questions.

Update Articles
Please submit all articles for the “Update”
to Peggy-Anne Hoy at
pahat664@gmail.com

The five categories are:
Education for Mission
Leadership Development
Nurturing for Community
Social Action
Spiritual Growth
The book discussion for books on the Spiritual Growth
category will be in the church library. Example titles
found in our St. Mark’s library are:
Praying for Strangers by River Jordan
The Well Women by Ladine Housholder
Born on Third Base by Chuck Collins
You are welcome to attend the discussion and learn
more about the program even you have not read a
book. Check out the National UMW Reading Program
website at
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogra
m

The first reading category and the discussion
date for 2019 is: Monday January 28
Education for Mission
We will decide on the future dates at our
first meeting.7 pm to 8:30 pm in the Church
Library.

Welcome to our New UMW Members:
Leslie Babione
Melissa Chevalier
Kathy Curnett
Ann Fletcher
Carin McBroom
Beth Montag
Barb Woolard
Take time to introduce yourself to
these ladies.

Social Action: Saving Mothers’
Lives
You might think that women in a country as
wealthy as the United States wouldn’t die
during childbirth. But you would be wrong.
The U.S. has the highest rate of maternal
mortality of all developed nations; nearly
22 mothers die for every 100,000 births.
Indiana’s rate is twice that, closer to 41.
Many factors contribute to the rising
maternal death rate – poverty, race, age
and access to health care. In Indiana, lack
of federal and state public health funding is
also part of the problem.
United Methodist Women are committed
to getting maternal mortality review
committees (MMRC) in every state. In
Indiana, Governor Holcomb signed such a
bill into law in June. However more
remains
to be done. Contact your legislators to
express your support for H.R. 1318:
Preventing Maternal Deaths Act of 2017
and S. 1112: The Maternal Health
Accountability Act of 2017. Take action
here:
https://www.preeclampsia.org/es/act2save
moms

JUST $3 CAN SAVE A MOTHER’S
LIFE
Haiti is the most dangerous country in
the Western Hemisphere to give birth.
Breath of Life Haiti is a 501(c)3
non-profit organization based in
Warsaw, IN whose mission is to
“empower the people of Haiti through
education, while fighting maternal and
infant mortality by providing midwifery

care and sharing the love of Christ.”
Your donation of just $3 can provide a
Clean Delivery Kit with items for
cleanliness at birth according to World
Health Organization principles. A list of
needed items and a collection bin can
be found at the Social Justice table
behind the sanctuary. Cash or check
donations can be made at the table or
placed in the collection plate. Please
mark your envelope and/or check with
“Breath of Life Haiti.”
Submitted by Kate King

January Mission Focus:
Hope House Indy
With the new year beginning, we are going
to again support the women of Hope House
Indy. When human trafficking survivors
arrive at Hope House, they often have few
personal belongings. Last fall, we collected
personal toiletry products which were very
much appreciated by the residents. This
month, I am asking you to donate new or
gently used women’s clothing of all sizes.
This could also include new undergarments,
such as underwear and socks. Since our
usual Red Tote may be too small for these
items, I am going to use a larger tote from
the church. Look for a tote marked with a
sign saying “Hope House Clothing” outside
of the church office. If you have any
questions, please contact me at
lschenk@att.net or 812-454-0661.
On another note, I delivered our School
Break Special tote to Ascent 121 before
Winter Break began. Executive Director
Megan McGuire contacted me to thank us
for all the items, and to say that the
residents would love all of the activities that
were included. Thanks to all of you that
helped make the School Break Special so

special!  Your prayers for these young
people are greatly appreciated.
Linda Schenk-Mission Coordinator for
Education and Interpretation

MIND, BODY and SPIRIT- Mental
Health Awareness

For the month of December, we have a
joint meeting in the evening to celebrate
Christmas and each other.

Morning Interest Groups
SPIRITUAL GROWTH

On Saturday, February 2, 2019 at 9:30 a.m.,
St. Mark's will host the second of three book
discussions on mental health featuring
authors who have actually experienced
mental illness. We will meet in Rooms B/C.
The February discussion will review Sarah
Wilson's First We Have to Make the Beast
Beautiful which gives Sarah's perspective
on living with anxiety. Can anxiety actually
be useful? Does it serve an evolutionary
purpose?
The final book discussion in this series will
be Andrew Solomon's The Noonday
Demon, an Atlas of Depression. This books
is very accessible and can also serve as a
well-indexed reference on depression. We
will listen to one of Andrew's podcasts prior
to the discussion on Saturday, March 16,
2019 also at 9:30 a.m. at S.t Mark's Rooms
B/C.

UMW Interest Groups
A good portion of our monthly gathering
is dedicated to breaking into small
groups each with it’s own topic of
interest. These groups offer an
opportunity to get to know fellow UMW
members with common interests to
share, learn and grow as fellow
Christians.
The following interest groups normally meet
each month following our regular meeting.

This group will be studying the book Embracing
Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal
Living by Jessica Stonecypher. The study will explore
our relationship with creation, others and ourselves.
We will engage in conversations with Biblical texts,
current realities and possible ways to respond.
Facilitator: Mary Ann Moman

BOOKWORMS
Bookworms is the UMW morning book
discussion group. The book selected for
January is Little Fires Everywhere  by
Celeste Ng. While the books are seldom of a
religious nature we will ask the question,
"Do you see God's grace or redemption at
work in the book?"
Facilitator: Gail Lee
MAKE IT AND TAKE IT
This month Make it and Take it Interest
group will be making a surprise craft. Fun
but easy. Cost will be nominal too. Hope to
see you in our group! Kathy and Marilyn

SAMS (School Age Moms)
This fall as the school year kicks off, we will
have a new group for Moms. SAMs (School
Age Moms) will meet two Tuesdays a
month. There will be a discussion group for
the UMW morning and evening gatherings,
and then we will meet the last Tuesday of
the month. We will be using "Where Moms
Connect" as our guide. Facilitator: Ali
Lemberg

Evening Interest Groups
BOOKMARKERS
Join us at BookMarkers, the evening book
discussion group. We read anything and
everything, and enjoy a lively discussion,
fellowship and support. Please come, even
if you haven’t had a chance to read the
book. We add an extra meeting in May and
in the summer. The book for January is
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate
List for the season:
Feb. – Waking up White by Debby Irving
March – Five Quarters of an Orange by
Joanne Harris
April – Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
May – Last Bus to Wisdom by Ivan Doig
Summer – The Lilac Girls by Martha Hall
Relly
Contact Deb Skinner,
dskins25@hotmail.com or call
317-574-1997 with any questions.

SAMS (SCHOOL AGE MOMS)
Same format as morning group.
SPIRITUAL REFLECTIONS
Applying Biblical study to our everyday
lives. This group uses a series of videos
and study guides to help us apply the
teachings of Jesus to our life
challenges. We will be using the DVD
Israel’s Mission by Ray Vander Laan which
explores welcoming strangers and prodigals
the Lord longs to embrace. Facilitator: Beth
McGill

United Methodist Women would like
to wish a very happy birthday to all
those who are celebrating this
month:
Denise Broad and Mimi Stilwell 1/1
Angela Vance 1/2
Mary Jane Bodnar 1/3
Pat Weeks 1/4
Dawn Stapert 1/5
Lydia Fourman 1/9
Pat Parks 1/10
Mary Ann Moman 1/12
Laura McCloughan 1/13
Barb Threlkeld 1/15
Lucy Sheehan 1/18
Becky Short and Karen Stelzer 1/19
Kate King and Fran Miller 1/22
Emily Stahl 1/25
Nancy Story 1/26
Jane Van Dyne 1/27
Pam Taylor 1/28
Marilyn Bisbecos 1/30
Camille Gaughan , Beth Montag and
Marilyn Myers 1/31

Please let us know if we
left anyone out.
Please let us know if we left anyone out. We
look forward to hearing from you. With faith,
hope & love, Membership, Nurture and
Outreach Chairs Sarah Lasbury, Linda
Mitchell-Powell and Sonjia Clodfelder

Upcoming Events

Delight in the Word
To take a step back from the busyness
of life to Delight in the Word. Being held
at College Park Church 2606 W.96th
Street Indianapolis, Indiana on Feb 8th
6 pm - 830 pm and Feb 9th 8 am - 3 pm.
Register at yourchurch.com/delight19

Spring Retreat
Dessert Extravaganza
YOUR SWEETHEART BAKE SALE
We are again holding our annual bake sale
just before Valentine’s Day on Sunday,
February 10. We hope everyone can help!
We need lots of baked goods. Put on your
thinking cap and think of a “special dessert”
you would like to provide.

We are looking at hosting a one
day retreat at Teter Organic Farms
in Noblesville IN.
Details will be announce in an
upcoming “Update”.

We will be collecting baked goods on
Saturday, February 9 from 10:00 am to
Noon. If you can’t bring them then, they
may be left in the narthex kitchen.
We will also need helpers to set up and sell
baked goods. There are sign up sheets at
the UMW Meeting!
Thank You! We need your help!
\

2019 Board Members
President
Vice President of Interest Groups & Programming
Vice President of Fund Raising
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Mission Coordinator/Spiritual Growth (AM)
Mission Coordinator/Spiritual Growth (PM)
Mission Coordinator/Education & Interpretation
Mission Coordinator/Membership Nurture & Outreach AM
Mission Coordinator/Membership Nurture & Outreach PM
Secretary of Program Resources
Publicity & Public Relations Chair
Nominations Committee Chair
Historian
Newsletter Editor
Hospitality Coordinator AM
Hospitality Coordinator PM
Bulletin Board Coordinator
Pianist AM
Pianist PM
Songleader, AM
Members at Large

Holly Moore
Steph Mabe
Kathy Dycus
Trisha Staneart
Beth Montag
Karen Demler
Ada Hoffmeister
Kathy Deakyne
Miriam Taylor
Linda Shenk
Sarah Lasbury
Linda Mitchell-Powell
KathyLentz/Susan Salter
Teresa Ilten
Marilyn Roberts
Kathy Lentz/Barbie Schmenner
Peggy-Anne Hoy
Cathy Wilkinson/ Janice Presley
Kathleen and Kit Zelner
Kathleen Zelner
Pam Whitehead
Pat Parks
Lydia Fourman
Kathi Hall
Mary Etta
Sandy Melin

Prayer Calendar
This year, we reflect on sacred spaces—our encounters with God and neighbors. What makes
a place sacred? Through Jesus, we learn that it’s not limited to buildings of worship or areas
deemed holy. We create sacred space whenever we interact with God. Connecting with God
helps us discover something deeper about ourselves and realize God’s purpose for us. Also,
when we interact with others and view them through the lens of God’s love and grace, the
encounter becomes sacred as well.
As you begin the new year, let the Prayer Calendar be a resource for creating and maintaining
sacred spaces in your life. Join us in praying for and with the people and projects that are
included in the calendar. Reflect on the many sacred places represented here and add your
own prayers that emerge from your encounters with God in your public and private sacred
places and your sacred interactions with friends and neighbors near and far. Through our
praying and our giving we respond to the invitation to participate in God’s mission in the world.
Thanks be to God for the invitation to pray, to serve, and to give.

There is no specific prayer calendar for January.
Let’s take this time to pray for our ministers at St. Marks and our local police, fire and EMS
workers for serve and protect us.

