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Join us Sunday, October 6 to begin our celebration of 40 years .  

Combined  worship service with a light lunch served after the  
service.  Please signup online. 

 

9:30 | Fellowship 

10:30 | Combined Worship Service 

Lunch following worship 
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Dear Co-workers in Christ,  

 There is a hymn that was in the 1968 Book of Hymns that did not make 
it into the 1988 United Methodist Hymnal.  It is unfortunate because it is 
a wonderful text.  The first stanza is:  
  

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land,  
but it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand.  
He sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,  
the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.  
All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above;  
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord for all his love.     
(Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815)  

  

Interestingly enough, this text was set to new music and became part of the 1960s 
musical Godspell.  That is where I first heard these words and where I am most likely to hear them 
today.  This was a good case of taking something old and recasting it in a new setting for a new 
audience.  

In many ways that is the ongoing task of the church – to keep retelling the story of Jesus Christ in 
new ways and to new people.  It can be challenging sometimes because we often confuse the 
content of the story with the context of the telling.  We like the familiar and can’t always distinguish 
the familiar words of the Gospel from the way that it is told or sung.    

The Psalmist says, “O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.”  (Psalm 96:1)  I am 
always amused when we sing a new hymn or sing a familiar text with less familiar words.  We 
sometimes prefer the old familiar songs to singing a new song.  

We have many things to celebrate St. Mark’s.  We have an active congregation which cares for one 
another, reaches out into our community, and into the world.  We are getting ready to celebrate 40 
years of existence as a congregation but we are part of a much longer and older story that goes 
back thousands of years in other parts of the world.  We do not yet know what story our future will 
hold but we do know that we can continue to give thanks for all that has brought us this far while at 
the same time looking forward to God’s future.    

Dag Hammarskjöld, Secretary-General of the United Nations from 1953-1961 once said,   “For all that 
has been, thank you. For all that is to come, yes!”  

  

In Christ’s service  

Brian  

  

The Pastor’s Place      Dr. Brian White, Lead Pastor 

                 bwhite@stmarkscarmel.org 
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Hello St. Mark’s family, 

As we prepare for fall, my mind is going to the theme of a spring 
retreat during my Purdue years.  A group of college students 
took off for a weekend at a monastery in Michigan, and in typical 
Midwest fashion it was snowy and windy the whole weekend, 
which worked in our favor.  Fun fact: monastery cats are a lot 
more friendly when they’re cold and want attention from willing 
college students.  The theme of the retreat was Imago Dei,  
exploring who we were and what it meant to be made in the 
image of God.  Genesis 1:27a, “God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God 
created them” (CEB). 

The purpose of the retreat was to consider our own worth, but as I consider the Imago Dei, I wonder if 
it can be about more than simply understanding our own worth as part of God’s creation, but rather 
what responsibilities we have as beings that are made in God’s image.  What is it that God is doing 
that we should be striving to emulate?  How are we able to be better reflections of Christ’s love for the 
world?  What words would we ascribe to God and is there a way for us to live up to those  
descriptions? 

To be fair, God is perfect and we are anything but perfect.  However, some of the descriptions that 
come to mind for God (loving, loyal, faithful, and generous to name a few) are words that we can seek 
to live out in our lives.  In October as a church we are going to be considering the various nuances of 
being made in God’s image, particularly the ways that being made in God’s image calls us to be  
generous with and to others.  As we prepare for a season of generosity and contemplation I want to 
leave you with this thought to consider: What does it mean to you to be made in the image of God? 

 

Blessings, 
Pastor Julia 

 

             Julia Gonzales, Associate Pastor 
             jgonzales@stmarkscarmel.org 
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The Society of St. Andrew focuses on preventing food waste and feeding 
the hungry through a variety of projects including the Potato & Produce 
Project, Harvest of Hope and the Gleaning Network: 

• Gleaned, gathered and distributed 13,756,600 pounds of fresh produce in 
3,962 events with 13,373 volunteers. 
 

• Food donated by 647 farmers has been distributed to hungry people 
through 1,463 feeding agencies. 
 

• Pounds of food already wasted in the US this year: 92,351,385,272.  
 

How Can I Help? 
• Sign up at stmarkscarmel.org/mia for the Potato Drop Saturday, 

October 26 as we give away 40,000 pounds of Potatoes. 
 

• Give a financial donation online or in the Mission Envelope . 
 

 
             For more information, visit endhunger.org. 

 
 

Mission Focus 
Stephanie Cohen, Mission Coordinator 

scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 

 

stmarkscarmel.org/mia
endhunger.org
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Soups On! 
Sunday, October 27 | 9:15 AM 

Help serve lunch at Roberts Park to 200-250 
homeless people.  How can you be involved? 

• Provide food for the  lunch. 

• Volunteer to help serve lunch (23-25 

volunteers are needed). 

Brightwood Community Center 
Brightwood afterschool tutoring and serving 
dinner meals are continuing.  Tutoring oppor-
tunities are available Monday– Thursday, 4:00 
PM-6:00 PM. Tutoring is for all ages.  Helping 
with homework and tutoring. Please consider 
if you can donate your time to help these kids 
in need. For info on tutoring contact Diane 
Newton at  joediane244@att.net . For infor-
mation on serving meals contact Jean  Ellis 
317-291-6911. 

Serving Opportunities 

Guatemala Mission Trip 
June 6– June 14 

Interested in serving 
in the highlands of 
Central Guatemala? 
Sign up now to join 
St. Mark’s members for next year’s mission trip: 
June 6-14, 2020. We will be hosted by Mission 
Guatemala to help improve the quality of life 
for their underserved Guatemalan people 
through various community projects. The 
team will also be provided a day of touring to 
experience the Mayan culture and get to know 
the people whom we are serving. Trip cost will 
be approximately $1600, team size limited to 
15. Please contact Stephanie Cohen for more  
information, at 317-846-4912 or 
scohen@stmarkscarmel.org.  

Funeral Meal Ministry 
Monday, October 21 | 1:00 PM 

St  Mark’s provides meals after funeral services.  Funeral meals are an important ministry 

for grieving families. We need Volunteers to serve as captains.  Three teams will be set up 

with three co-captains on each team. These teams will rotate as needed. How can you 

help? (We would like a 2 year commitment ) 

• Signup to be a Set Up Co-Captain-Organize volunteers to set up Wesley Hall,  

• Signup to be a Meal Prep Co-Captain-Monitor signup genius for food donations. There 

will be three simple meals to choose from. A sign up genius will be available asking for 

food needs. Also, responsible for organizing volunteers to prepare food (cut cheese, 

food, etc.) and serve. 

• Signup to be a Cleanup Co-Captain-Organize volunteers to cleanup after meals.  

Talk to your friends and sign up together. Sign up genius will be sent out before each meal 

for more volunteers to help the co-captains. For more information contact Lydia Fourman 

(4manternlyd@gmail.com), Julie Lyons (julielyons796@gmail.com) and Joann Burnett 

(joannburnett1@aol.com). 

mailto:joediane244@att.net
mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:4manternlyd@gmail.com
mailto:julielyons796@gmail.com
mailto:joannburnett1@aol.com


7 

 serving opportunities 

 

Interfaith Build  
Saturday, October 5  
Friday, October 11 

St. Mark’s is partnering with  
others from the Indianapolis faith community 
to work alongside the Townsend Family to 
build their home. The families have been  
working hard to complete their requirements, 
including 300 hours of “sweat equity.”  

Sign up at stmarkscarmel.org/habitat 

All volunteers must be 18 years of age or  
older.  If you have questions, contact Joe or 
Diane Newton at joediane244@att.net or  
317-288-4523. 

Leadership Opportunites 
POTATO DROP (2020) 
Volunteer needed to help lead our Potato 
Drop in 2020. Opportunity to learn more 
about duties for the Potato Drop on  
Mission In Action Day October 26, 2019. 

BRIGHTWOOD COMMUNITY CENTER 
Volunteers needed NOW to help lead our 
serving meals to Brightwood Community  
Center, in their after school program. 

MISSION IN ACTION DAY PROJECTS 
Interested in leading one of our MIA projects 
on Saturday, October 26?  

For all these opportunities, please contact 
Stephanie Cohen, scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 
for more information. 

Team World Vision 
Saturday, November 9 

Your St. Mark's team is 
hard at work to bring 
clean water to children 
in Africa.  The  
Indianapolis Monumental Half  
& Full Marathon is one month away. It’s not 
too late to join us!  If you are  
interested, please join our team at  
teamworldvision.org/team/StMarks and/or  
contact Becky Bultemeier with questions at 
bjbultemeier@yahoo.com. 

Not ready to join the team but want to  
support us with a donation?  Go 
to teamworldvision.org/team/StMarks and 
click Support Us to make a donation to the 
team.  To make a donation to a specific team 
member, click on Roster, click on a team 
member's name, and then click Support Me to 
make a donation to their fundraising page. 

If you are interested in sponsoring a child 
through World Vision, please reach out to 
Becky Bultemeier.  Child sponsorship costs 
$39/month so it's an ongoing commitment 
and relationship with a child that helps World 
Vision's field offices complete things like clean 
water projects in the community.  For every 
child sponsored, a member of our team can 
earn a $1,000 credit to their fundraising 
page.  This is a great way to make a lasting 
impact on a child, and help boost the  
fundraising effort of our team! 

TRAINING UPDATE 
Our St. Mark’s World Vision Team is over  
halfway through our training plan!  Miles are 
getting longer and spirits are still high as we 
approach race day.  We have a group run 
every Saturday at 7:00 AM starting at The 
Gazebo in Carmel and train on the Monon 
Trail. We would love for you to join us, it isn’t 
too late!  Go Team! 

stmarksumc.indyhabitat.volunteerhub
mailto:joediane244@att.net
mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
http://www.teamworldvision.org/team/StMarks
mailto:bjbultemeier@yahoo.com
http://www.teamworldvision.org/team/StMarks
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Because You Give, St. Mark's Gives! 
Thank you for your generous support of the 
missions of St. Mark’s. Since our last newsletter, 
we have given to: 

• Mustard Seed: countless items every 

week 

• Mission Guatemala: $5910.21 towards 

property purchase 

• UMCOR School Kits: 45 bags of school 

supplies  

• Fletcher Place: 45 containers Oatmeal, 

1 meal served, 12 bags of food 

• IHN Clothing Drive: 74 bags of clothes 

• Indiana Blood Center: 19 units of blood 

• Third Phase: 4 bags of food, 3 bags 
clothing & household 

Donation Opportunities 

Shoe Drive 
Shoes are needed for our  
annual shoe drive for  
Changing Footprints. 
Shoes will be donated to 
individuals, organizations in the United States 
and overseas. You can help by: 

• Donating new or gently used shoes. 

• Volunteer to pack and sort shoes on  

October 26 for MIA Day. 

 

Hamilton County Kids Coats 
Hamilton County Kids Coats is a collaborative 
effort between many churches 
and community partners 
whose goal is to make sure all 
Hamilton County  
children stay warm this winter.   

• Donate in October clean 

coats which will be given away in  
November. 

• All sizes are welcome but greatest need is 

Boy Sizes 8-12 and Adult Sizes. If your  
family has outgrown coats or if you are 
ready to pass your coat on to someone 
else, please wash it and donate it to HCKC.  

Mustard Seed 
“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you can move mountains.” The  
vision of The Mustard Seed of Central Indiana’s non-profit organization is to  
provide basic household furniture to allow families and individuals to achieve restored dignity and  
self-esteem, enabling them to move forward and take control of their futures. St. Mark’s collects items 
each week and transports them to their Fisher  warehouse. Donated household items may be placed 
in the blue bin in Wesley Hall. Please visit stmarkscarmel.org for a current list of items in greatest 
need.  

stmarkscarmel.org
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Music Opportunites this Fall 
CHOIR PRACTICE  
Join the Chancel Choir and make a joyful noise with us! We accept any singer from high school age 
to 100!  Rehearsals are Wednesdays  from 7:30 PM to  9:00 PM.   

BELL REHEARSALS  
Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  

JOIN THE ORCHESTRA 
St. Mark's Orchestra plays about 10 times each year. Rehearsals are once the Wednesday before the 
service we are performing. Contact Ed Rowell, 317-727-2163 or jackieanded@gmail.com for more 
information. 

St. Mark’s Presents 
Sunday, October 20 | 2:00 PM 

Please join us on Sunday, October 20, 2019 at  
2:00 PM as we kick off the St. Mark’s  
Presents Concert Series with the best of St. Mark’s 40th Anniversary Concert. This concert will  
feature the St. Mark’s Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir, Praise Band, Children’s Choir, members of the 
St. Mark’s Orchestra as well as some of your favorite soloists. It will be a glorious afternoon of music 
to celebrate St. Mark’s Anniversary. There will be a reception following the concert. The concert is 
free and open to the public. Please come and celebrate with us!  

 
Sunday, April, 26 | 3:00 PM 

Indianapolis Children’s Choir in Concert 

Sunday, July 19 | 2:00 PM 

The Retro Brothers  

 

 

Music 

    Dr. Eric DeForest, Director 
                     edeforest@stmarkscarmel.org 

mailto:jackieanded@gmail.com
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Education 
SUNDAY 
PROGRAMMING 
Nursery & Toddler Care 
Staffed by experienced, caring adults and teens, 
our nursery is here to help care for your kids at 
all of our Sunday Morning Services. 

Kidz Learn & Grow Preschool 
Children have fun singing, learning Bible stories, 
eating snack and making fun crafts.  Bible  
discovery and exploration is integrated in every 
lesson by our fantastic volunteer team at 9:40 & 
11 am.   

Kidz Learn & Grow Elementary 
Kids entering kindergarten through 4th grade 
have a blast learning about God at Kidz Church 
beginning with Worship followed by lively & age
-appropriate activities (including games, crafts, 
and creative play) to accommodate various 
ways kids learn.  Our fantastic Kidz Church lead-
ers follow the Revised Common Lectionary and 
classes also include discipleship development 
following UM principles during the 9:40 and 11 
services. 

 Kidz Music & Praise 

Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord during this fun 
filled hour each week.  After a worship time with 
Kidz Learn & Grow classes, children  
participate in this high energy class that  
incorporates music, drama, art & puppets.  Kidz 
Music and Praise  are now rehearsing for the 
Advent Musical, “Crazy, Peaceful, Silent Night”, 
at 11:00.AM. They will be singing on October 
20th at the 9:40 AM & 11:00 AM services. 

Club 56 
Club 56 weaves together 
Bible instruction, some  
theology, service projects 
and relationship building. All 
5th & 6th graders are  
welcome to come join the fun!  Sunday  
programming is in the basement each week at 
9:40 AM. 
 

 Ramie Cooney, Director Of Chlldren Ministries 
                      rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org 

x-apple-data-detectors://19
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kidz ministry 

Kidz Night Out 
Will Resume in November 
after Construction. 

 
Attention 3rd 
Graders 
Sunday, October 6  

The UMW of our church will gift New Revised 
Standard Version Bibles to current 3rd graders 
on Sunday 10/6 as we celebrate our wonderful 
church’s 40th anniversary.  Parents, please  
register your child(ren) by emailing a recent 
picture in a jpeg format to 
rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org.  We would like to 
include all our children, even if your family is 
unable to attend in person. 

Club 56 Evening at St Mark’s 
Friday, October 18 | 6:00 PM-8:00 PM 

Club 56ers will begin with a mission project by 
helping decorate for the Fall Festival, then play 
games and watch Skit Guys. (Location TBD 
due to construction) 

Attention 3rd–6th Graders 
Be sure to bring your Bible to church each 
Sunday so you can be learning from your own 
text.  We use the NRSV translation for Kidz 
Church and Club 56 classes.  Parents, if you 
would like help selecting a Bible for your child, 
the Children’s Ministry team would be happy 
to show you some of the great editions we use 
at St. Mark’s! 

Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPs) at St. Mark’s 
Join other mothers who desire 
friendship, community, support 
and growth for several 
Wednesdays each month, play 
dates, and nights out.  
Children’s programming has a few spots  
open still.  Contact Alexis at  
mopsatst.marks@gmail.com to register or 
learn more.  

 

Kidz Music Lunch & Learn 
Sunday, November 10 | 12:00 PM– 12:50 PM 

Handbells and Choir Chimes.  Look for more information in the November newsletter.  

Below are some pictures from last month’s event. 

mailto:rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:mopsatst.marks@gmail.com
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Cornerstone 
  Student Ministries  

Don Broad, Director of Student Ministries 

dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org 

Weekly Gatherings 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 
Cornerstone AM—Grades 7-12 
9:40 AM 
Sunday School class for students in 7th 
through 12th grades.  We first gather together 
at 9:40 AM to attend The Current.  We will 
worship together and then gather at 10:30 
AM in Room M . 

SUNDAY EVENINGS 
Cornerstone Fellowship - Grades 7-12 

5:00 PM -7:00 PM    

Middle School and High School meet   
separately.  The two groups join together  
at 6:00 PM for Dinner.  Youth may stay until  
7:00 PM for games in Wesley Hall. 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
Third Street Rehearsal |5:00 PM– 6:00 PM 
Our Third Street Praise Band will meet to 
rehearse. Students who play an instrument, 
sing or run AV are encouraged to join us. 
Kody Emrich will be leading. 

Dig Deep– Grades 9-12 | 6:00 PM-7:00 PM 
High School students are encouraged to 
come dig deep into scripture on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  We will  
explore ways that the Gospel intersects with 
our broken world. 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 
DKB Starbucks 
Join DKB at Starbucks at 131st & Hazel Dell 
Parkway.  Have a cup of coffee, conversation 
or just catch up.  Parents always welcome. 

 

Fall Retreat 2019 
EPWORTH FOREST CONFERENCE CENTER 
Friday, 11/1-Sunday, 11/3 

Wonderful time to grow together in faith and 
friendship. Come with a heart to learn, Bible, 
deodorant and other personal items. 

This year we will be at a new location, Epworth 
Forest in North Webster, IN. Students in 
Grades 7-12  may attend. Cost $75 per youth.  

Sign up at stmarkscarmel.org/youth. Contact 
Don Broad, dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org  for 
more information. 

Upcoming Events  
Sunday, November 10  
Cornerstone will lead all 3 worship services this 
morning. We will need singers, speakers,  
musicians, ushers and greeters! 

Kids Night Out/Parents Night Off Fundraiser 
Kids Night Out events take place on the  
second Friday of each month from  
6:00 PM-9:00 PM. If your student would like  
to participate and help raise funds for their  
Cornerstone Account, they need to sign up at 
the church website to serve as a student  
leader. This is an awesome way to raise money 
and to serve the preschool and elementary 
children of our community. 

Volunteers Needed 
10/26     MIA Day 
10/19      Fall Festival 

stmarkscarmel.org/youth
mailto:dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org
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Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

Many of our groups are meeting in different rooms this fall during the construction and pictorial  
directory projects, so please check the signs in the church entrance for updated room locations. We 
appreciate your flexibility and patience during the remodeling and renovations of church spaces.  

If you feel like your own spiritual life needs some remodeling and renovations, consider connecting 
with an adult discipleship class or group, where participants are always building spiritual growth and 
community. Since becoming part of this church in 2018 and facilitating a Grow Group, I’ve enjoyed 
seeing how St. Mark’s people learn, serve, and grow together. I’m excited to continue growing  
authentic, inclusive community and spiritual growth opportunities for both long-time members and 
church newcomers alike. If you are seeking a place to connect, I want to help you find the right place. 
My email is jcloud-buckner@stmarkscarmel.org, and I’m in the office (317-846-4912) on most Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings. 
Jennifer Cloud-Buckner, Adult Discipleship Coordinator 

Adult Discipleship 

    Jennifer Cloud Buckner 
                     Jcloud-buckner@stmarkscarmel.org 

Themed Study Groups 
Marks of Our Faith: An Introduction to  
Christian Living 
Tuesday, 7:00 PM-8:15 PM, 10/15-11/19 

This introduction to being a Christ follower 
centers on the Gospel of Mark as we walk 
through the life of Jesus and how Jesus invites 
and forms disciples. This study is a great  
beginning place for people trying to find their 
way into the faith as well as those who want to 
deepen their Christian walk. Led by Pastor 
Brian White.  

Kingdom Dreams Violent Realities 
Wednesday, 6:00 PM-7:00 PM, 10/9-10/23 

Join Pastor Julia Gonzales for a three-week 
discussion on gun violence and God’s call for 
peace in our own lives and ministries using the 
UMC General Board of Church & Society’s 
study Kingdom Dreams Violent Realities:  
Reflections on gun violence from Micah 4:1-4. 
This study examines the gap between  
prophesied dreams of a peaceful Kingdom  

and the present violent reality. A printed  
version of the study may be purchased for 
$5 or a downloadable free PDF is at 
www.umcjustice.org. 

MARTIN LUTHER:  
THE IDEA THAT CHANGED THE WORLD 
Sunday,  6:00 PM-7:15 PM, 9/29-11/3 

This six-session video group study led by 
Pastor Brian White will examine the life and 
works of Martin Luther, who 500 years ago 
sparked a series of events that changed the 
world in ways the young monk could have 
never imagined. Each session, participants 
will review approximately 15 minutes of the 
PBS documentary on Martin Luther, make 
scriptural connections, and discuss how it 
applies to our lives today. Supplementary 
reading will come from the optional Eric 
Metaxas book Martin Luther: The Man Who 
Rediscovered God and Changed the World 
(2017).  

http://www.umcjustice.org
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Sunday Morning Groups 
Check the posted  room signs each week for 
temporary room locations. 
9:40 AM 
VENTURE 
This group begins at 9:15 AM to share joys and 
concerns, followed by religious and theological 
studies from “The Great Courses,” guest speakers, 
and/or Rick Steves’ Travelogue Series. Jean 
Douglass facilitates.  

OPEN DOORS/OPEN IDEAS  
Discuss current news issues from Wired Word 
devotionals and various life themes from Christian 
books and authors. Becky and Jack  
McElhannon facilitate.  

CUTTING EDGE 
Learn about the Bible by following the Revised 
Common Lectionary (a 3 year program through 
the Old and New Testament verses of the Bible.)
Steve Click facilitates. 

FOUNDATIONS & FRIENDSHIPS  
Share and discuss Christian themes through  
various authors. Doug Brown and John Flora  
facilitate, with classmates sharing leadership too.  
 
11:00 AM 
JOURNEY 
Share and discuss the Bible scriptures from the 
Old and New Testament and Psalms based on 
the Revised Common Lectionary. Jonathan 
Barclay facilitates. 

REEL SPIRITUALITY 
Discuss Christian themes and life values through 
movies. This fall will include The Green Book,  
Loving Vincent and Maudie; it takes 3-4 weeks of 
classes to finish each film and discuss it. Lydia and 
Terry Fourman facilitate. 

Information and signups for all studies are 
available online at stmarkscarmel.org.  
Childcare is available with advanced  
registration at stmarkscarmel.org. 

adult education 

Fall Studies 
Wednesday  

PASTOR’S MEN STUDY, 6:30 AM-7:15 AM 
PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY, 9:30 AM-10:30 AM 
James by N.T. Wright, 9/4-11/6 
Facilitated by Pastor Brian White. 

WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY, 9:30 AM-
11:30 AM 
Elijah: Spiritual Stamina in Every Season by 
Melissa Spoelstra, 9/4-10/16 
Isaiah: Trusting God in Troubled Times  by  
Howard Peskett, 10/23-1/15 
If you see nothing but trouble and suffering 
around you and wonder how any good can 
come out of the world you live in, consider this 
10-week study. This Old Testament book shows 
that trouble and suffering are nothing new to 
God's people, but the prophet Isaiah raises a 
loud cry for revival and firmly believes that God 
can triumph. You'll dig deep into the prophet's 
revolutionary message of repentance,  
forgiveness and hope for comfort in your  
troubling times. Book cost is $8.  

THURSDAY  
AM STUDY GROUP, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
Believing Jesus by Lisa Harper, 9/5-10/24 

The group will finish with Believing on 10/24.  
There will be no class on 10/31 resuming on  
November 7 with Bill Graham’s Angels: God’s 
Secret Agents. 

FRIDAY 
FRIDAY STUDY, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
No meeting on 10/11 for fall break. The next 
study will be Entrusted  by  Beth Moore. 
 
SAMS BIBLE STUDY 
SAMS will resume their discussions and support 
meetings for moms of school-aged kids; 
contact Ali Lemberg for more information. 

stmarkscarmel.org
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 UMW October Meeting 
                          Tuesday, October 8 
         9:00 AM—11:00 AM | 7:00 PM— 9:00 PM  
Check our UMW website, or newsletter  for breakout Interest 
Groups. 

Childcare is available by registering your child on Sign Up Genius by 10/2 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
Monday, October 28 | 7:00 PM– 8:00 PM 

St Mark’s is going through a facelift. The library is temporarily not in use. The topic is “Spiritual Growth”. 
If you need a book, contact Susan Salter, 317-848-1194, sbf5salter@att.net. 

“HEART WARMING RETREAT” 
Saturday, November 2 | 9:30 AM-1:30 PM 
Mark this event on your calendar. Fall is a beautiful time of year to get out of the house to enjoy the 
beauty of colored leaves and to fill your soul with God’s love along with St. Mark’s ladies. A bible study 
will emphasize the importance of caring for others. We’ll work on baskets to share with encouraging 
items and messages for church members who might need cheery recognition. Specific information will 
follow later. 

 Open Groups 

TALK, TOUR, LUNCH AT LUCILLE RAINES 
Thursday, November 7 
Share the life-changing ministry at the Lucille 
Raines Residence in downtown Indianapolis. 
St. Mark’s UMW has scheduled a tour on 
Thursday, November 7, 2019. We will leave St. 
Mark’s at 9:45 AM and return around 1:00 PM. 

Join us for a tour, lunch, and a resident’s story 
of life before and after staying at Lucille 
Raines. Cost is $8 per person.  Please email 
your reservation to Linda Schenk at 
lschenk@att.net by Tuesday, November 5. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, UMW! 
At their Fall Kickoff, United Methodist Women 
gathered on September 10 to celebrated 150 
years in mission service.  “That Handful of  
Women” of the first meeting in Boston, March 
23, 1869, was presented by a  cast of our local 
women.   We also celebrate the legacy of St. 
Mark’s UMW that began in 1980.  Nyla  
Johnson was the first president.   

UMW OF INDIANA CELEBRATION 
ST LUKE’S UMC 
Friday, October 4– Saturday October 5 
Come and celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
United Methodist Women! Friday evening  
includes dinner; a performance by the choir  
Matthew’s Voices; and program speaker Maurice 
Young, Homeless Advocate. We will also be  
assembling Blessing Bags. Dinner begins at 5:00 
PM. 

Saturday includes Annual Celebration with  
speaker Bishop Julius Trimble. For Registration 
and more information visit the UMW website on 
inumc.org. Carpooling is available from St. Mark’s. 
Contact Mary Etta Yoho, 765-215-7773 for more 
information. 

mailto:sbf5salter@att.net
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open groups 

  
 Saturday, October 12 | 7:30 AM  

The UMM Breakfasts are held the 2nd Saturday of every month.  Brian 
White will be our October speaker.  He will be discussing the Journeys of Paul.  

United Methodist Men provides a creative, supportive fellowship of men who seek to know Jesus 
Christ, to grow spiritually, and to seek daily his will. 

For more information about UMM contact Matt Hook, email umm@stmarkscarmel.org or call  a 
UMM Board Member. You can also see what’s going on at stmarkscarmel.org. Come and join us! 

PRAYER HUDDLE 
Join us at the back of the sanctuary before the traditional services at 8:15 AM and 11:00 AM for a 
brief prayer in support of our worship leaders. 

Second Saturday Breakfast Meetings 

Marksmen 
10/10 & 10/24 | 6:00 AM  
Einstein Bakery (116th Street, Carmel) 
A community of career and family focused men seeking to develop relationships while we unplug 
from the daily stress that life can bring. Meet every other Thursday. For more information contact 
marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org 

 

Connection Fair Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who helped make Connections Fair 2019 a great event.    
For the many helping hands who gave of their time to assist with setup, people who 
worked the tables, leaders who recruited volunteers, the hostesses who greeted  
people as they arrived, and those who helped prepare food—your efforts are  
greatly appreciated! 

I pray that the new connections that were made will provide a sense of community to many.  Please 
know that I am always available to help you find a new way to connect and plug in at St. Mark’s.  It is a 
joy to be in mission and ministry alongside each and  every one of you! 

God Bless, 
Missi Koenig  

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/umm/
mailto:marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org


17 

 

Monday 
COFFEE ‘N CAMERAS 
10/7 & 10/21 | 9:00 AM 
This self-help camera group meets for  
conversation about photographic art &  
technique. Bring your camera & your  
questions. Contact Bob Wiens, 
wiens@iquest.net for more information. 

CAREER CURVE 
10:00 AM 
A support and resource group for those who 
have suffered a job loss, are unemployed or  
under-employed and seeking a change.  The 
mission of Career Curve is to provide  
individual job search strategies, and informal 
counsel associated with the challenges of a 
job search. For more information contact  
Jim & Chuck, coordinators at  
careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org . 

 
Tuesday 
PRAWL SHAWL MINISTRY 
December 3 | 11:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Join us  as we prayerfully knit and crochet 
prayer shawls that will be used to provide 
comfort and solace to people in need.  
Supplies are available. Men are welcome too! 
Contact Judy Bonnet for more information at 
jbonnet@stmarkscarmel.org. 

PAGE TURNER BOOK CLUB 
October 17 | 7:00 PM-8:00 PM 
Join us 3rd Tuesday of each month if you 
enjoy good books, discussions, and a shared 
evening with new/old friends. Contact Marcia 
Flora with any questions! October book is The 
Immortalists  by Chloe Benjamin. 

 
 

Open Group Schedule 

Wednesday 
ROMEOS (RETIRED OLD MEN EATING OUT) 
Le peep | 11:00 AM 
All men are invited for a weekly Wednesday 
lunch. 

Thursday 
JULIETS 
Maggianos Little Italy | 10/17, 11:30 AM 
Juliets (Just Us Ladies Into Eating Out  
Together) every 3rd Thursday. Meet at a  
different restaurant every month. 

CRAFT & HOBBY GROUP 
Thursday 10/17 | 6:00 –9:00 PM   
Friday, 10/18 | 9 AM– 1 PM 
Meet monthly for time of fun and fellowship as 
we each enjoy our craft or hobby.  
Registration deadline to attend is 10/14 
 Contact Kathy Bartel, krbartel@gmail.com, if 
you have any questions.  

BRIDGE  
1 PM 
Bridge Group meets weekly. For more  
information contact the church office. 

 

open groups 

mailto:wiens@iquest.net
mailto:careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:jbonnet@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:mflora1950@yahoo.com
mailto:krbartel@gmail.com,
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UMW Arts & Craft Sale  
Saturday, November 16 | 9:00 AM -  4:00 PM 

Come visit us and find some unique hand-made gifts! Bring a friend, do 
some shopping, and share a light delicious lunch at our Candy Cane Café. 
We expect to have a full house again this year, with local artists selling their 
hand-made creations.  
 
A UMW booth with craft items made by our members will have items  
available for purchase. If you have any crafts that you would like to donate, bring them with your name 
attached and suggested price to the church office the week of the sale. 

 

New Members  
Sunday, November 3 | 2:00 PM- 4:00 PM 

Interested in learning more about membership at St. Mark’s?  Please join us November 3 
where you can get to know the pastors, meet others investigating membership, and learn 
more about St. Mark’s.  
Sign up at stmarkscarmel.org  or contact Missi Koenig , mkoenig@stmarkscarmel.org. 
Childcare available with 72 hour advance signup. 

 
 
Pecan Sale 
The UMW is selling pecans again this year beginning in November. The pecans 
come in a lovely foil bag, pretty enough for gift giving. This year we will have: 
Milk Chocolate, Dark Chocolate, Pecan Clusters (like “Turtles”), and new this 
year are Glazed Pecans. Of course we will have the plain pecans for baking and 
snacking. Watch for more information about the Georgia pecans. 

Special Events 

stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:mkoenig@stmarkscarmel.org
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Committee News 

Stewardship  
The St. Mark's Stewardship 
Committee is inviting people to 
participate in The  Generosity 
Challenge.  We are born in the 
image of a loving and generous 
God; we are born to be  
generous. In this 4-week group 
study, those seeking to live a 
more generous life will be exposed to and 
inspired by cultural, generational, and family 
attitudes towards generosity. Aimed at those 
who are regularly in the pews, but who have 
not yet committed to financial giving, the 
study offers a weekly reading, accompanied 
by seven days of challenges in the forms of  
self-assessment, journaling, and prayer, as 
well as leader helps to facilitate the group 
experience. After 28 days, readers will be 
encouraged to embrace the life-giving 
 journey toward generosity and provided a 
road map on how to get there.   

If you are part of a Sunday School class or 
small group that would like to use The  
Generosity Challenge  you can contact  
Jennifer Cloud-Buckner or Pastor Brian White 
for more details. 

 

Finance 
Thank you for your gifts of time and money. 

St Mark’s has a $36,000 budget deficit 
through the end of August. We normally  
experience a bit of a giving slump during the 
summer so we are hopeful that we can  
recover now that fall is fast approaching. 

On the expense side, we are currently 
$21,000 under budget for the year. This 
demonstrates everyone’s commitment to 
operate our Church as efficiently as possible 
and within our planned budgets. 

As a reminder, we have an operating budget, 
which the Finance Committee is responsible 
for. The Church also has funds that are  
donated towards specific projects and  
purchases. You can see now and over the 
next few months, construction that the  
Trustees have approved to improve our  
facilities. We are not allowed to access those 
funds for operating expenses. 

Whether you have pledged or not, we would 
ask that you prayerfully consider giving a 
little more to the operating funds. 

Every time we have asked you for financial 
and other assistance you have responded 
beautifully, and we appreciate that. 

Please consider giving more to Saint Mark’s, 
so we can continue our good work. 

God bless you and thank you. 

Lee Hargitt 
Finance Committee Chairman 
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We are under Construction!  Visit our new 
library the end of November in the old  
Parlor.  Books can still be returned in the  
return box located in the Gathering area or 
where the old Library was located.   

Library News Social Justice 
ENDING GUN VIOLENCE 

Gun violence in the United States is  
staggering, with more than 90 people killed 
by guns each day.  
Join Pastor Julia’s class “Kingdom Dreams, 
Violent Realities:  Reflections on Gun Violence 
from Micah 4: 1-4”  This class will be held three 
consecutive Wednesdays, starting  
October 9 at 6:00 PM Sign up at the Social 
Justice Connection table and download free 
course materials at umcjustice.org/
documents/37. 

The United Methodist Church recognizes gun 
violence as a social crisis and one that we can 
no longer stay silent about: “As followers of 
Jesus, called to live into the reality of God’s 
dream of shalom as described by Micah 
(Micah 4:1-4), we must address the epidemic 
of gun violence so, “that he may teach us his 
ways that we may walk in God’s 
path.” (United Methodist Book of Resolutions, 
3428)  

Visit stmarkscarmel.org/social-justice/ to learn 
more about the issues and how you can  
advocate for the creation of a more  
peaceable kingdom. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called the children of God.”  
Matthew 5: 

https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/37
https://www.umcjustice.org/documents/37
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/social-justice/
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Directory Updates 
Andy & Susan Anderson 
2733 W. 166th Street 
Westfield, IN  46074 
 
Jim & Rachael Bridenstine 
766 Eden Woods Place 
Carmel, IN  46033 

Sympathies 
To Bill Nicolai at the death of his father. 

Babies 
Graham Jeffrey Pearsall was born on August 15. 
He is the son of Catherine & Brandon Pearsall 
and grandson of Linda and Bill Staples. 

Community News 

Pardon Our Dust 
NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES 
A contractor has been selected to 
begin renovation work in the 
church.  This is the culmination of 
the design work that was  
presented in forums several 
months ago. 

The project selected to begin is renovation of the 
Narthex, Welcome area and new flooring in  
Wesley Hall.  

In addition to the work in the Narthex we will  
be adding a restroom in the basement and new 
security doors for the preschool.  All the  
construction work should be completed before 
Thanksgiving. 

Please “pardon our dust” as this work  
progresses.  We hope to keep any inconvenience 
to a minimum. 
 
 



22 

 

In Our Congregation 
Thank you St. Mark’s for the plant in honor 
of my Dad. Leslie and I were very touched 
by your kindness, and your prayers. 

Thank you, 
Barry Simich 

 
 

Address change 
Have you moved, changed your phone number 
or email?  Please contact the church office so 
we can update our records.   

Looking for a Way to Connect? 
Check out the St. Mark’s website for updated 
information on meetings, gatherings, special 
events.  You can signup by going to Signups,  
find your event and  register. 
(stmarkscarmel.org/signups) 

Circle of Care 
The Circle of Care list includes St. Mark’s  
members and friends who are homebound or in 
a care facility. Your prayers for these brothers 
and sisters in Christ mean so much to them and 
to their families.   Please remember: 
Annette Dunlap Clara Breisch 
Lois Hardin  Mary Hart  
Betty Lachman Ola Morrow 
Jerry & Phyllis Delp Bea Gilson 
Mary Pielemeier Charles Reid 
Judy & Tom Hebenstreit  Don Ranck  
Jean Smith  Vallie Williams 
Jane Roberts  Dub Taylor  
 

community news 

stmarkscarmel.org/signups


23 

 

 

Mark your calendar (*SATURDAY this year) for our annual day of loving and serving 
our neighbors, actively living out our motto; “Where Mission is a Way of Life”. A  
variety of outreach projects will be offered, both on and offsite. We will begin with 
fellowship at 8:30AM before beginning our volunteer service. Please join us in being 
the hands and feet of Jesus. Sign up at stmarkscarmel.org/mia or on the bulletin 
board outside the church office. 

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP 
Donate Time 

OFFSITE  
Assisted Living Visit   Habitat for Humanity Build 
Brightwood Community Clean Up  Hamilton County Kids Coats 
Changing Footprints   Open Doors Food & Clothing Pantry 
East 10th UM Children & Youth Center  Servants At Work (SAWS) 
Fletcher Place Community Center  Soup’s On at Robert’s Park (Sunday) 
Gleaning Garden   The Mustard Seed 
Good Samaritan Network  Third Phase Food Pantry 
 

ONSITE 
Christmas Gift Bags for Robert’s Park  Outdoor Church Clean Up 
Potato Drop    Gift Boxes for Red Bird Mission 
UMCOR School Kits   Prayer Warriors 
 

Donate Items 
 travel size toothpaste socks  travel size hand sanitizer 
 toothbrush  granola bars  wash cloth 
 clorox wipes  shoes  2” clear packing tape 
 

Please bring these items to St. Mark’s by October 20 
   .  

Saturday, October 26 | 8:30 AM– 12:00 PM 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ba9a722a13-mission5
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https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/events/

