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Dear Co-workers in Christ, 

As we enter the month of November, we naturally think about the major 

national holiday this month: Thanksgiving Day.  However, we in the 

church begin November celebrating a different holiday: All Saints’ Day.  

While these days may seem very different at first they have some 

important characteristics in common.  They are both about 

remembering and giving thanks. 

Often, when I talk to people about All Saints’ Sunday people talk about 

the sadness of being reminded of their loss in the past year.  But just as often as not this is 

a reminder for people to remember the love they shared with people in their lives and to 

give thanks for shared experiences, words spoken with affection, and moments shared.  In 

many ways this day, and most of the days of our lives, can be shaped by how we 

approach them. 

Anne Lamont, in her book, “Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers,” says, 

Without revelation and reframing, life can seem like an endless desert of danger 

with scratchy sand in your shoes, and yet if we remember or are reminded to pay 

attention, we find so many sources of hidden water, so many bits and chips and 

washes of color, in a weed or the gravel or a sunrise. There are so many ways to 

sweep the sand off our feet. So we say, “Oh my God. Thanks.” 

As we near Thanksgiving Day it would be easy to look around our world and think, “Oh 

my, things haven’t really worked out the way we’d hoped.  There are still problems in the 

world.  People don’t always get along.  What do we have to give thanks for?” 

The answer is, “Lots!”  In order to come to that conclusion, however, we may need to 

change how we look at the world.  In other words, reframe our perspective.  Thanksgiving 

is a habit just as despair is a habit.  We can choose how we begin each day and in part 

what we see may depend on what we are looking for.   

Our resident bishop, Bishop Julius Trimble, has challenged the people of Indiana many 

times, asking us to: 1) Pay Attention, 2) Be Astonished, and 3) Tell somebody about it.  

When we focus on God’s activity we begin to see the world differently and it changes not 

only what we see but how we proceed.   

As we enter into this month of Thanksgiving let’s look for God in our midst.  Let’s give 

thanks.  And let’s proclaim God’s presence in word and action.   

To God be the glory! 

Brian 

The Pastor’s Place      Dr. Brian White, Lead Pastor 

                 bwhite@stmarkscarmel.org 
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Hello St. Mark’s Family, 

The Generosity Challenge has been underway here at St. Mark’s 
the last few weeks as we look ahead to the coming new year.  A 
new year means a new budget and continuing opportunities to 
consider the ministries that we do here at St. Mark’s and the 
impact that we are making as we live out our discipleship to 
Welcome, Grow, and Serve. 

Scott McKenzie and Kristine Miller offered various  
sub-challenges as part of their book The Generosity Challenge: 
28 Days of Gratitude, Prayer, and Faith.  Taking some of those challenges and repurposing them for 
the service experience led to the following challenges being given on different weeks as part of the 
message at the Current: 

• Perform at least one act of generous kindness for a stranger. 

• Thank someone that you don’t particularly like three different times in one week. 

• Intentionally ask God every day this week: “What do You want me to do today?  Speak to me.” 

What is something new that you are wanting to give to God this week? 
 
All of this came together to look at the bigger picture of what it means to be generous to assess 
where each of us is on our own journey to generosity.  We are called to give a sacrifice of praise in our 
worship, to offer the best that we have to God not in the hopes of a good return, but because we 
should have an honest desire to give God the best of ourselves.  It can be hard, there’s no denying 
that.  The struggle to trust and let go never gets easier because it’s always asking you to scare  
ourselves just a little bit more, to push ourselves a little bit further.  But at the end of the challenge and 
the end of the faith journey, there is a treasure awaiting each of us where neither dust, rust, nor fuss 
can reach it. 

Peace be with you, 
Pastor Julia 

             Julia Gonzales, Associate Pastor 
             jgonzales@stmarkscarmel.org 
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This month St. Mark’s is supporting the following ministries that are helping 
feed hungry people in our community: 

• Carmel United Methodist Food Pantry, Carmel  
• Open Doors Food & Clothing Pantry, Westfield  

• Third Phase Food Pantry, Noblesville 

 

How Can I Help? 
• Financial Donations-Use the white Mission envelope in your 

Sunday bulletin. 
 

• Bring a food item and place it in the bin at the main entrance 
(Door #2) at St. Mark’s. The pantries are especially in need for: 

 toilet paper canned meats canned fruit
 pasta  marinara sauce macaroni & cheese  
 baked beans refried beans canned vegetables 
 cereal  oatmeal  paper towels 
 diapers 

Please help stock their shelves-together we CAN make a difference 
in the lives of others! 

Mission Focus 
Stephanie Cohen, Mission Coordinator 

scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 

Local Food Pantries 
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Guatemala Mission Trip 
June 6– June 14 
Interested in serving 
in the highlands of 
Central Guatemala? 
Sign up now to join 
St. Mark’s members for next year’s mission trip: 
June 6-14, 2020. We will be hosted by Mission 
Guatemala to help improve the quality of life 
for their people through community projects. 
The team will also be provided a day of  
touring to experience the Mayan culture and 
get to know the people whom we are serving. 
Trip cost will be approximately $1600.  
SCHOLARSHIPS available for first time  
attendees. Deadline to sign up is December 1, 
with $100 deposit. Please contact Stephanie 
Cohen for more information, at 317-846-4912 
or  scohen@stmarkscarmel.org.  

Team World Vision 
Saturday, November 9 

Your St. Mark’s team is 
hard at work to bring clean 
water to children in Africa. 
The Indianapolis Monumental Half & Full  
Marathon is Saturday, November 9. Our team 
would love to have you support our team,  
either through a donation or by cheering us on 
at the race. If you are interested in making a 
donation go to www.teamworldvision.org/
team/StMarks and make a donation to the 
team.  

Our training the next few weeks will involve 
tapering mileage as we approach race day. 
Our team is ready to go on Race Day! 

Brightwood Community Center 
Brightwood after-school tutoring and  
dinner meals are continuing. Tutoring  
opportunities are available Monday–  
Thursday, 4:00 PM-6:00 PM. Helping with 
homework and tutoring, for all ages.  
Please consider if you can donate your  
time to help these kids in need. For info on  
tutoring contact Diane Newton at 
joediane244@att.net. Help also needed  
to serve and/or prepare meals to the  
after-school program (cost of food provided 
by St. Mark’s). For information serving meals 
contact Jean Ellis at 317-291-6911 or  
j2jellis@att.net. 

 

East 10th Dinner & Silent Auction 
Thursday, December 5 

The 14th Annual Dinner & 
Silent Auction is Thursday, 
December 5. If interested in joining St. Mark’s 
members’ table contact Stephanie Cohen at 
scohen@stmarkscarmel.org. Limited seats 
available at no cost. Any help with auction 
items or sponsorship would be greatly  
appreciated. For more information please visit 
https://east10th.org/  

Donation & Service Opportunities 

mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
http://www.teamworldvision.org/team/StMarks
http://www.teamworldvision.org/team/StMarks
mailto:joediane244@att.net
mailto:j2jellis@att.net
mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
https://east10th.org/
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Holiday Assistance 
FLETCHER PLACE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Donations dropped off by Sunday, November 24 

Help at Fletcher Place  
Sorting: December 2-6 | 9:00 AM– 12:00 PM or 12:00 PM– 3:00 PM 
Christmas Store: December 7 |  8:30 AM-12:30 PM or 12:30 PM-4:00 PM 

During November we are collecting new items that will be given to 

the Fletcher Place Community Center for their Christmas shopping service. This service is 

provided to parents living in poverty who have been qualified as needing assistance with 

Christmas food and gifts. This year we have been asked to help with certain food items, 

and specific gifts for the ages listed below. Please bring your donations to St. Mark’s by 

Sunday, November 24 and place them in the Christmas boxes located in the narthex. 

Gift/donations needed:  

• New clothes and toys for ages 6-10 

• New games and art supplies for ages 6-10 

• Food items – canned veggies (peas, carrots, mixed vegetables) and dry beans (pintos, black 

beans and lentils) 

Help is also needed to make the event happen. Volunteer for sorting/organizing gift donations  
and setting up for each area of shopping: December 2-6, shifts 9 AM-12 PM or 12 PM-3 PM. On  
December 7 help parents select clothes and gifts for their children. For more information please  
contact Holly at 317-636-3466 ext 404 or sign up online: www.fletcherplacecc.org  

 
GOOD SAMARITAN NETWORK 
GOOD SAMARITAN NETWORK of Hamilton County is pleased to invite you to consider serving oth-
ers in Hamilton County during this year’s holiday assistance events. 
Volunteer opportunities for  
Thanksgiving Distribution/Assistance Event: November 20-22, 27,28; 
Christmas Distribution/Assistance Event: December 8, 11-14.  
Christmas Eve Meal Deliveries Event Date: Tuesday December 24. 
Children 16 and under must be accompanied and overseen by an adult. Sign up online at  
www.gsnlive.org/ivolunteer 

 
 

donation & service opportunities 

http://www.fletcherplacecc.org/
https://www.gsnlive.org/ivolunteer
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Because You Give, St. Mark's Gives! 
Thank you for your generous support of the 
missions of St. Mark’s. Since our last newsletter, 
we have given to: 

• Mustard Seed: countless items every week 

• Operation Classroom: $6052.45  

• Taiama Enterprise Academy scholarship: 

$1000  

• Servants At Work (SAWs): $1000 towards 

wheelchair ramp 

• Fletcher Place: 11 containers Oatmeal, 4 

bags of food 

• IHN: 1 box diapers, 2 bags welcome bag 

items; $500 grant for Home Sweet Home 
event 

• Mission In Action Day supplies: 16 bags of 

items so far 

• Open Doors Food & Clothing Pantry: 4 

bags of food, 6 bags clothing 

St Mark’s Blood Drive 
Sunday, November 17 | 8:30 AM– 12:30 PM 

Your help is needed! Every two  
seconds, someone needs blood 
and every day, approximately 
40,000 units of blood are used 
throughout the country. You can help save a 
life by donating blood at St. Mark’s! Healthy 
individuals, age 16 and older can lend an arm to 
help. Sign up online at stmarkscarmel.org/
signups or at the connection tables outside the 
sanctuary.  

Contact Mindy Davis for more  
information, at 317-408-7838 or 
melinda.kay.moores.davis@gmail.com  

Mustard Seed 
The Mustard Seed is located in Fishers. It is an 
organization that helps the homeless by 
providing furniture and basic items once they 
are in homes.  They are in immediate need of 
the following kitchen items: (Items can be left 
in fellowship hall in the bin or Janice Presley will 
pick them up). 

Dinner plates                  Salad Plates             
Soup Bowls                     Drinking glasses        
Coffee cups/mugs         Bath towels 
Forks, knives, spoons     Kitchen towels       
Dish cloths                       Pot holders                        
Bath towels                  Full sheets 
Queen sheets                  Wash cloths         
Hand towels   

donation & service opportunities 

stmarkscarmel.org/signups
stmarkscarmel.org/signups
mailto:melinda.kay.moores.davis@gmail.com
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Interfaith Hospitality Network 
December 8 - 15 

Interfaith Hospitality Network is a ministry of Family Promise that  
provides emergency food & shelter, offers individual skill  
development & rehabilitation, advocates for economic stability, and strives to end homelessness for 
the families it serves. IHN partners with congregations in the Indianapolis area including St. Mark’s. 

St. Mark’s will host IHN guests the week of December 8 and guests will be with us each night that 
week. The role of volunteers is fundamental to the IHN program and many are needed each time  
we host, offering dignified and compassionate assistance to families who are struggling with  
homelessness. Volunteer needs include: 

• Dinner hosts (5:00-8:00 PM) Share a prepared meal with our guests, provide companionship & 

fellowship, help with clean up after dinner. 

• Meal preparation – Prepare part of a meal for 15 – 20 people and deliver it to St. Mark’s. 

• Provide food – provide prepared foods for lunch & breakfast (milk, lunchmeat, etc.). 

• Overnight hosts (8:00 PM–7:00 AM) – be part of a team that spends the night at St. Mark’s and is 

on-hand to assist guests. 

• Set up, tear down and clean up – help set up beds and rooms on Sunday, December 8, and/or 

help remove beds and clean up on Sunday, December 15. 

• Transportation – drive the van between St. Mark’s and the IHN Day Center. 

• Donate– 2 new twin-size blankets, 2 new pillows, laundry pods, sugar canisters, paper goods 

(plates, bowls, etc.) 
 

This is a wonderful mission opportunity for the entire family. Please prayerfully consider how you can 

help. Sign up at www.stmarkscarmel.org/signups/or at a Ministry Table on Sunday mornings. Contact 

Jeff Keyt (shellcreek5@gmail.com or 239-201-8207) or Stephanie Cohen (scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 
or 317-846-4912) if you have questions. 

 

donations & service opportunities 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/signups/
mailto:shellcreek5@gmail.com
mailto:joediane244@att.net
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Music Opportunities this Fall 
CHOIR PRACTICE  
Join the Chancel Choir and make a joyful noise with us! We accept any singer from high school age 
to 100!  Rehearsals are Wednesdays  from 7:30 PM to  9:00 PM.   

BELL REHEARSALS  
Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 6:30 PM.  

JOIN THE ORCHESTRA 
St. Mark's Orchestra plays about 10 times each year. Rehearsals are once the Wednesday before the 
service we are performing. Contact Ed Rowell, 317-727-2163 or jackieanded@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Save the Date 
Sunday, December 15 | 8:15 AM & 11:00 AM 

CANTATA 
The Thrill of Hope by Joseph M. Martin and Heather Sorensen 
It’s a beautiful blend of traditional and contemporary styles together with the telling of the  
Christmas story.  

 
 

 
 

December 8 | 3:00 PM 
Carol Dennis Trio 
The trio is made up of flute, cello and piano and they will be performing a variety of music for your 
enjoyment. Come and hear some of your favorite holiday selections as well as some of your favorite 
classical pieces. The concert is free and open to the public, so please come and kick off your holiday 
season with some beautiful music.  

Sunday, April, 26 | 3:00 PM 
Indianapolis Children’s Choir in Concert 

Sunday, July 19 | 2:00 PM 
The Retro Brothers  

 

Music 

    Dr. Eric DeForest, Director 
                     edeforest@stmarkscarmel.org 

mailto:jackieanded@gmail.com
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Education 
SUNDAY PROGRAMMING 
Nursery & Toddler Care 
Staffed by experienced, caring adults and teens, 
our nursery is here to help care for your kids at 
all of our Sunday Morning Services. 

Kidz Learn & Grow Preschool 
Children have fun singing, learning Bible stories, 
eating snack and making fun crafts.  Bible  
discovery and exploration is integrated in every 
lesson by our fantastic volunteer team at 9:40 
AM & 11 AM.   

Kidz Learn & Grow Elementary 
Kids entering kindergarten through 4th grade 
have a blast learning about God at Kidz Church 
beginning with Worship followed by lively & age 
appropriate activities (including games, crafts, 
and creative play) to accommodate various 
ways kids learn.  Our fantastic Kidz Church  
leaders follow the Revised Common  
Lectionary and classes also include discipleship 
development following UM principles during the 
9:40 and 11 services. 
 
Kidz Music & Praise 
Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord during this fun-
filled hour each week.  After a worship time with 
Kidz Learn & Grow classes, children  
participate in this high energy class. Parts are 
still available for the Advent Musical , “Crazy, 
Peaceful, Silent Night”, at 11:00 AM. Children will 
sing “I Wanna  Be Ready” during the 9:40 AM 
and 11 AM services November 17. All Kidz Church 
children have been learning the song during 
Large Group Worship time .Children have the 
option to go to their usual Kidz Learn & Grow  
classrooms that morning or meet in the  
sanctuary to sing. 

Club 56 
Club 56 weaves together 
Bible instruction, some  
theology, service projects 
and relationship building. All 
5th & 6th graders are  
welcome to come join the fun!  Sunday  
programming is in the basement each week at 
9:40 AM. 
 

 Ramie Cooney, Director Of Chlldren Ministries 
                      rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org 
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kidz ministry 

Kidz Night Out 
Will Resume once  
construction  is complete. 

 
Attention 3rd–6th Graders 
Be sure to bring your Bible to church each 
Sunday so you can be learning from your own 
text.  We use the NRSV translation for Kidz 
Church and Club 56 classes.  Parents, if you 
would like help selecting a Bible for your child, 
the Children’s Ministry team would be happy to 
show you some of the great editions we use at 
St. Mark’s! 

Kidz Music Lunch & Learn 
Sunday, November 10 | 12:00 PM– 12:50 PM 

Handbells and Choir Chimes.  Join us for a 

delicious meal and play handbells and 

choir chimes. This event will be led by 

Joyce Click, Pam Whitehead and the St. 

Mark Bell Ringers All families will join in 

the fun by playing bells and chimes in a 

Ring-A-Long. 

Dine to Donate 
Support St. Mark’s preschool on November 7th 
by eating at Chipotle in Carmel. All day  
proceeds from diners who mention St. Mark’s 
preschool will be donated to purchase new 
playground equipment to benefit the children 
of St. Mark’s. We appreciate your support! 

Club 56 Laser Tag 
Sunday, November 24 | 1:00 PM– 3:00 PM 

LASER FLASH, 617 3RD AVE SW, CARMEL 
Club 56ers meet at Laser Flash to play a few 
games of Laser Tag ad enjoy the arcade  
together. Bring friends and prepare for fun! 
Parents can pre-pay online or at check-in. 

SAVE THE DATE 
VBS 2020 
VBS will be July 6—July 10 from 9 AM– 12 PM  
daily. 

Children’s Ministry (Christian) Book Fair 
November 13—December 3 

We are excited to host a Family Christian Book Fair offering books from  
Sparkhouse Publishing. Christian-themed books, devotionals, Bible stories, and 
Bibles will be available for viewing with ordering to begin on November 13 
through December 3. Books will be delivered to the church and available for pick
-up on December 21. Parents and Grandparents, this is a great way to add some 
Christian cheer to your holidays this year. 
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Cornerstone 
  Student Ministries  

Don Broad, Director of Student Ministries 

dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org 

Weekly Gatherings 
SUNDAY MORNINGS 
Cornerstone AM—Grades 7-12 
9:40 AM 
Sunday School class for students in 7th 
through 12th grades.  We first gather together 
at 9:40 AM to attend The Current.  We will 
worship together and then gather at 10:30 
AM in Room M . 

SUNDAY EVENINGS 
Cornerstone Fellowship - Grades 7-12 

5:00 PM -7:00 PM    

Middle School and High School meet   
separately.  The two groups join together  
at 6:00 PM for Dinner.  Youth may stay until  
7:00 PM for games in Wesley Hall. 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
Third Street Rehearsal |5:00 PM– 6:00 PM 
Our Third Street Praise Band will meet to 
rehearse. Students who play an instrument, 
sing or run AV are encouraged to join us. 
Kody Emrich will be leading. 

Dig Deep– Grades 9-12 | 6:00 PM-7:00 PM 
High School students are encouraged to 
come dig deep into scripture on Wednesday 
evenings from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  We will  
explore ways that the Gospel intersects with 
our broken world. 

THURSDAY EVENINGS 
DKB Starbucks 
Join DKB at Starbucks at 131st & Hazel Dell 
Parkway.  Have a cup of coffee, conversation 
or just catch up.  Parents always welcome. 

 

Upcoming Events  
Sunday, November 10  
Cornerstone will lead all 3 worship services this 
morning. We will need singers, speakers,  
musicians, ushers and greeters! 

Kids Night Out/Parents Night Off Fundraiser 
Kids Night Out events take place on the  
second Friday of each month from  
6:00 PM-9:00 PM. If your student would like  
to participate and help raise funds for their  
Cornerstone Account, they need to sign up at 
the church website to serve as a student  
leader. This is an awesome way to raise money 
and to serve the preschool and elementary 
children of our community. 
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Dear St. Mark’s Family, 

At the St. Mark's 40th anniversary celebration, I was struck by how many multi-generational families 
are integral to this congregation, as well as how many parents have moved to the Carmel area to be 
with their adult children and grandkids. If you have relocated in adulthood, you know how difficult it 
can be to build new friendships in a new place without something like school or a shared activity. In 
light of that, we are gathering names of people for newly forming Grow Groups—particularly parents 
of young families, baby boomers, and folks who have weeknight availability. Read more below, check 
out stmarkscarmel.org/grow-groups, and email or call me to learn more and to sign up.  

Jennifer Cloud-Buckner, Adult Discipleship Coordinator  

Adult Discipleship 

    Jennifer Cloud-Buckner 
                     Jcloud-buckner@stmarkscarmel.org 

Themed Study Groups & 
Grow Groups 
We are exploring the formation of a new 
Thursday evening parents Grow Group with 
the potential for childcare at the church. We’re 
also looking to build new group(s) for baby 
boomers and empty nesters. and for those 
who need a weekday evening group, Grow 
Groups build community, grow spiritually, en-
courage each other, and serve together. Typi-
cal meetings include vulnerability, compassion, 
and grace; sharing through life’s events; and 
spiritual study on topics like parenting, rela-
tionships, scriptures, current events, and theol-
ogy. Learn more on the Connections Table or 
at stmarkscarmel.org/grow-groups. 

SAMS (SCHOOL AGE MOMS)    
Wednesday, 11/13 & 12/4 | 11:30 AM-1:00 PM 
For moms of school-aged kids, SAMs is  
meeting every other Wednesday (alternating 
between the church and offsite. Next meetings 
are 11/13 and 12/4 at St. Mark’s. Ali Lemberg 
facilitates. They began reading Brave Mom: 
Facing and Overcoming Your Real Mom Fears 
by Sherry Surratt in October.  

ENCOURAGEMENT GROUPS 
Our Encouragement Groups always  
welcome new participants who encourage 
each other through the care and support of 
aging parents. Becky Mills leads a group 
twice monthly on Wednesday evenings, and 
Susan Jacques leads a Sunday morning 
group once monthly. Call the church office 
for details. 

GRIEF AT THE HOLIDAYS 
Thursday, November 21 | 6:30 PM 

Pastor Mary Ann Moman will lead a  
workshop on "Grief at the Holidays".  We 
can't avoid the holiday seasons of  
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  We can  
prepare for celebrating these holidays in  
the midst of the loss of a loved one.  During 
this workshop we will look at ways to plan 
for the holidays.  This time of the year can 
intensify the grief process and there is hope 
that we can truly celebrate.  Join us as we 
discover the joy and peace of the season  
for those who grieve. 

 

 

stmarkscarmel.org/grow-groups,
stmarkscarmel.org/grow-groups
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faithfully encourage each other during joy and 
hardship. Stephanie Cohen facilitates. 
 

Sunday Morning Groups 
Check the posted  room signs each week for 
temporary room locations. 
9:40 AM 
VENTURE 
This group begins at 9:15 AM to share joys and 
concerns, followed by religious and theological 
studies from “The Great Courses,” guest speakers, 
and/or Rick Steves’ Travelogue Series. Jean 
Douglass facilitates.  

OPEN DOORS/OPEN IDEAS  
Discuss current news issues from Wired Word 
devotionals and various life themes from Christian 
books and authors. Becky and Jack  
McElhannon facilitate.  

CUTTING EDGE 
Learn about the Bible by following the Revised 
Common Lectionary, an ongoing 3-year program 
through the Old and New Testaments of the  
Bible. Steve Click facilitates. 

FOUNDATIONS & FRIENDSHIPS  
For November, Pastor Mary Ann Moman will lead 
in a study of Janet Wolf’s Practicing Resurrection: 
The Gospel of Mark and Radical Discipleship. All 
are welcome to join.  
 
11:00 AM 
JOURNEY 
Share and discuss the Bible scriptures from the 
Old and New Testament and Psalms based on 
the Revised Common Lectionary. Jonathan 
Barclay facilitates. 

REEL SPIRITUALITY 
Discuss Christian themes and life values through 
movies. This fall will include The Green Book,  
Loving Vincent and Maudie; it takes 3-4 weeks of 
classes to finish each film and discuss it. Lydia and 
Terry Fourman facilitate. 

Learn more and sign up for Adult Study  
Groups, Grow Groups, and childcare at 
stmarkscarmel.org/signups 

adult discipleship 

Fall Studies 
WEDNESDAY  
PASTOR’S MEN STUDY, 6:30 AM-7:15 AM 
PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY, 9:30 AM-10:30 AM 
1 & 2 Peter  & Jude by N. T. Wright 
11/23-2/5 (No meetings 11/27, 12/18, 12/25 & 1/1) 
How does a Christian behave when surrounded 
by a hostile world? In three letters, Peter and 
Jude provide answers. These studies show you 
the wisdom of their words for us  
today and remind you, even in hardship, that 
God is still "the one who is able to keep you 
standing upright." Facilitated by Pastor Brian 
White.  

AM BIBLE STUDY, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
Isaiah: Trusting God in Troubled Times  by  
Howard Peskett 
10/30-1/22 (no meetings 11/27, 12/25/1/1) 
This study led by Lydia Fourman examines  
passages of Messianic prophesy and comforting 
verses of spiritual protection. You’ll learn about 
the prophet Isaiah’s cry for revival, hard-hitting 
criticisms of empty religion, narratives of  
national crisis, and views of everlasting joys that 
follow God’s coming day of judgment.   

THURSDAY  
AM STUDY GROUP, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
When Christians Get it Wrong  by Adam  
Hamilton 
11/7-12-19 (no  meeting 11/28) 
Why do people turn away from church and the 
Christian faith? This study explores attitudes 
and behaviors practiced too often by Christians 
that can push people away from church. Judy 
Woempner facilitates.  

 
FRIDAY AM 
FRIDAY STUDY, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
Entrusted: A Study of 2 Timothy by Beth Moore 
We were never meant to journey in faith alone 
or in secret. Beth Moore challenges you to also  
fulfill what God has entrusted to you and to 
build up future generations. You will learn to 

stmarkscarmel.org/signups
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 UMW November Meeting 
                          Tuesday, November 12 
         9:00 AM—11:00 AM | 7:00 PM— 9:00 PM  
Check our UMW website for breakout Interest Groups. 
Childcare is available by registering your child at stmarkscarmel.org/

signups by 11/6 

November UMW Mission Focus 

Lucille Raines Residence is owned and operated by the United Methodist Women of Indiana. Many of 
the men and women who are residents are actively engaged in rebuilding their lives from substance 
abuse. 

 Open Groups 

TALK, TOUR, LUNCH AT LUCILLE RAINES 
Thursday, November 7 
Share the life-changing ministry at the Lucille 
Raines Residence in downtown Indianapolis. 
St. Mark’s UMW has scheduled a tour on 
Thursday, November 7, 2019. We will leave St. 
Mark’s at 9:45 AM and return around 1:00 PM. 

Join us for a tour, lunch, and a resident’s story 
of life before and after staying at Lucille 
Raines. Cost is $8 per person.  Please email 
your reservation to Linda Schenk at 
lschenk@att.net by Tuesday, November 5. 

INTEREST GROUPS 
MORNING GROUPS 
Bookworms-They will discuss Little Heathens 
by Mildren Kalish in November. 

Spiritual Growth- In Practicing Resurrection, 
author Janet Wolf explores what it means to 
live a life of radical discipleship today using 
the Gospel of Mark as the foundation. The 
stories of the women in Mark are a particular 
focus in this study. Wolf's book ($10) 
is available from Pastor Mary Ann Moman,  
Facilitator 

Make it and Take It– We will be making 
Christmas ornaments that will add a little  

sparkle to any Christmas tree! All materials will be 
supplied. Come join the fun! Facilitators Kathy 
Dycus & Marilyn Roberts 

Color and Chat– Coloring isn't just for kids! Come 
enjoy fellowship while coloring while discussing 
pages with inspirational quotes. Facilitators:  
Deirdre Robinson and Cathy Brinkman 

EVENING GROUPS 
Bookmarkers-This group reads anything and  
everything with lively discussion, fellowship and 
support. Reading Where the Crawdads Sing by 
Delia Owens in November Facilitator Debbie  
Skinner. 

Spiritual Reflections-Spiritual Reflections will use 
an Adam Hamilton study called The Call:  The Life 
and Message of The Apostle Paul.  We will use 
this study to guide our thoughts on how this 
might apply to our current life.  No preparation 
required.  We watch a video and discuss its con-
tent.  You can study the lesson in advance if 
you want or not. Facilitator:  Holly Moore 

“HEART WARMING RETREAT” 
Saturday, November 2 | 9:30 AM-1:30 PM 
Forest Park Lodge, Noblesville 

A bible study will emphasize caring for others and 
a ‘hands-on” mission project. 

stmarkscarmel.org/signups/
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open groups 

  
 Saturday, November 9| 7:30 AM  

 

The UMM Breakfasts are held the 2nd Saturday of every month.  Amy Howe is our speaker for the 
November meeting. She is a Social Worker that specializes in Memory and Dementia care. 

United Methodist Men provides a creative, supportive fellowship of men who seek to know Jesus 
Christ, to grow spiritually, and to seek daily his will. 

For more information about UMM contact Matt Hook, email umm@stmarkscarmel.org or call  a 
UMM Board Member. You can also see what’s going on at stmarkscarmel.org. Come and join us! 

PRAYER HUDDLE 
Join us at the back of the sanctuary before the traditional services at 8:15 AM and 11:00 AM for a 
brief prayer in support of our worship leaders. 

Second Saturday Breakfast Meetings 

Marksmen 
11/7 & 11/21 | 6:00 AM  
Einstein Bakery (116th Street, Carmel) 
A community of career and family focused men seeking to develop relationships while we unplug 
from the daily stress that life can bring. Meet every other Thursday. For more information contact 
marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org 

 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/umm/
mailto:marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org
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Monday 
COFFEE ‘N CAMERAS 
11/4 & 11/18 | 9:00 AM 
This self-help camera group meets for  
conversation about photographic art &  
technique. Bring your camera & your  
questions. Contact Bob Wiens, 
wiens@iquest.net for more information. 

CAREER CURVE 
10:00 AM 
A support and resource group for those who 
have suffered a job loss, are unemployed or  
under-employed and seeking a change.  The 
mission of Career Curve is to provide  
individual job search strategies, and informal 
counsel associated with the challenges of a 
job search. For more information contact  
Jim & Chuck, coordinators at  
careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org . 

 
Tuesday 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
December 3 | 11:00 AM—12:00 PM 

Join us  as we prayerfully knit and crochet 
prayer shawls that will be used to provide 
comfort and solace to people in need.  
Supplies are available. Men are welcome too! 
Contact Judy Bonnet for more information at 
jbonnet@stmarkscarmel.org. 

PAGE TURNER BOOK CLUB 
November 19 | 7:00 PM-8:00 PM 
Join us 3rd Tuesday of each month if you 
enjoy good books, discussions, and a shared 
evening with new/old friends. Contact Marcia 
Flora with any questions! We will be picking 
out books for 2020 at the November  
meeting. 

 
 

Open Group Schedule 

Wednesday 
ROMEOS (RETIRED OLD MEN EATING OUT) 
Le peep | 11:00 AM 
All men are invited for a weekly Wednesday 
lunch. 

Thursday 
JULIETS 
Abuelo’s Restaurant | 11/21 11:30 AM 
Juliets (Just Us Ladies Into Eating Out  
Together) every 3rd Thursday. Meet at a  
different restaurant every month. 

BRIDGE  
1 PM 
Bridge Group meets weekly. For more  
information contact the church office. 

CRAFT & HOBBY GROUP 
Thursday 11/14 | 6:00 –9:00 PM   
Friday, 11/15 | 9 AM– 1 PM 
Meet monthly for time of fun and fellowship as 
we each enjoy our craft or hobby.  
Registration deadline to attend is 11/10  
Contact Kathy Bartel, krbartel@gmail.com, if 
you have any questions. Childcare for 11/15 
must be requested 48 hours in advance for 
children 5 & under.  

BRIDGE  
1 PM 
Bridge Group meets weekly. For more  
information contact the church office. 

 

open groups 

mailto:wiens@iquest.net
mailto:careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:jbonnet@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:mflora1950@yahoo.com
mailto:krbartel@gmail.com,
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New Members  
Sunday, November 3 | 2:00 PM- 4:00 PM 

Interested in learning more about membership at St. Mark’s?  Please join us November 3 
where you can get to know the pastors, meet others investigating membership, and learn 
more about St. Mark’s.  
 
Sign up at stmarkscarmel.org  or contact Missi Koenig , mkoenig@stmarkscarmel.org. 
Childcare available with 72 hour advance signup. 

 
 
Pecan Sale 
The UMW is selling pecans again this year beginning Sunday, November 3.  The candied pecans are 
packaged in lovely foil bags, pretty enough for gift giving. (Think: teachers,  
business associates neighbors and other hard-to-buy-for friends) 

This year we will have: Milk Chocolate, Dark Chocolate, Pecan Clusters (like 
“Turtles”), Cinnamon Glaze and new this year are Glazed Pecans.  Of course we 
will have the 12 oz  whole pecans and pecan pieces for baking and snacking.  
Schumer Pecans have been able to control their costs so we can still offer these 
delicious pecans at $10.00/bag. 

All the proceeds from this sale will be given to the many missions of your UMW.  Thanking you in  
advance for your support. 

Questions?  Email Susan at sbf5salter@att.net  or Linda Mitchell Powell at linda1271@sbcglobal.net  

 

Special Events 

stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:mkoenig@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:sbf5salter@att.net
mailto:linda1271@sbcglobal.net
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Committee News 

2020 Stewardship  
Campaign 
THE GENEROSITY CHALLENGE 
This year has been a year of 
celebrating the rich history 
of St. Mark's as we have  
celebrated 40 years as  
an organized  
congregation.  Since our 
beginning as a church in 
1979, St. Mark's has benefited 
from a host of committed 
Christians who have identified various needs 
and have stepped up to translate those needs 
into active programs of our church.  We have 
worked hard to have a building and grounds 
that serve the many active ministries of St. 
Mark's as well. 

Our stewardship emphasis for this year, 
called "The Generosity Challenge," calls us to 
live out our faith in three distinct areas of our 
life: 1) Gratitude, 2) Prayer, and 3) Sealed by 
Faith (GPS).  In October our worship services 
centered around these three points and now 
we are called to live into these important faith 
points.   

One of the ways that we live out the  
challenge to live generous lives is through  
our promise of giving to the church.  By  
filling out a commitment card we enable the 
leadership of the church to plan and allocate 
its financial resources and not have to guess 
what its revenue might be.  We can be better 
prepared to take advantage of what  
opportunities for ministry that arise. 

 

A pledge of any amount is helpful to the 
church.  You can always pledge a lower 
amount and then give more than that if  
circumstances permit. 

When you receive the invitation to make a 
commitment to the 2020 budget please  
consider how God might be calling you to 
generosity in response.  Commitment  
Sunday is November 10.  Please bring your 
commitment card to church that Sunday or 
go to stmarkscarmel.org/pledge to make 
your commitment electronically.   

The Stewardship Committee will be following 
up during the next few weeks. 

stmarkscarmel.org/pledge
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We are under Construction!  Visit our new 
library the end of November in the old  
Parlor.  Books can still be returned in the  
return box located in the Gathering area or 
where the old Library was located.   

Library News Social Justice 
ENDING GUN VIOLENCE: SOCIAL JUSTICE 
BOOK DISCUSSION 
All forms of violence are detestable, but guns 
make violence more deadly and more  
frequent. From Columbine, to Sandy Hook, to 
Parkland, gun violence against our youth has 
become an all-too-frightening phenomenon.  

Join Kate King on November 17 at 9:40 am for 
a discussion of "A Mother’s Reckoning  
Living in the Aftermath of Tragedy," a  
haunting chronicle of the grief and shame 
Dylan Klebold’s mother experienced in the 
wake of the Columbine shooting.  This book 
sheds light on one of the most pressing issues 
of our time, recognizing and responding to 
emotional distress in our youth as well as  
the connection between brain health and  
violence.  Stop by the  Connection table to 
purchase a book and sign up.  

The United Methodist Church recognizes gun 
violence as a social crisis and one that we can 
no longer stay silent about: “As followers of 
Jesus, called to live into the reality of God’s 
dream of shalom as described by Micah 
(Micah 4:1-4), we must address the epidemic 
of gun violence so, “that he may teach us his 
ways that we may walk in God’s path.”(United 
Methodist Book of Resolutions, 3428)  

Visit our Connections Table and stmarkscar-
mel.org/social-justice/  for more information 
on how you can help create a more peaceable 
kingdom. . . and join our Friends of Social  
Justice email list to receive regular updates 
from the St. Mark’s Social Justice Team. 

 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called the children of God.”— Matthew 5:9  

 

committee news 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/social-justice/
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/social-justice/
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Directory Updates 
Todd Edwards 
341 N. Rangeline Road 
Carmel, IN  46032 
 
Luci Galloway 
12315 N. Pennsylvania St, Apt 2504 
Carmel, IN  46032 
 
Matt & Abigail Helms 
100 Walden Heights Drive, Apt 833 
Irmo, SC  29063 
 
Sarah (Helms) & Zackery Rankin 
9995 Worthington Blvd. 
Fishers, IN  46250 
 
Jordan Raver 
130 7th Street, Apt 9C 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
 
Erin Raver 
4780 Main Avenue SE, Apt 202 
Rochester, MN  55904 
 
Devyn Raver 
810 David Ross Road 
West Lafayette, IN  47906 
 

Births 
Berkeley Ryann Macdonald-Smith was born 
October 11. His parents are Alex and Kelli  
Macdonald-Smith; big brother is Brigham; 
grandparents Becky and Tom Beckman. 

Ben Aziel Lorenzana was born on September 6. 
Parents are Benzon & Hazel Grace, brothers 
and sister are Jacob, John and Rozanne. 

 

Community News 

Lucille Jolee Branson was born on October 1. Her 
parents are Kurt and Samantha Branson. Carol 
Branson is the proud grandmother. 

 
Pardon Our Dust 
NOTE FROM THE TRUSTEES 
A contractor has been selected to 
begin renovation work in the 
church.  This is the culmination  
of the design work that was  
presented in forums several 
months ago. 

The project selected to begin is renovation of the 
Narthex, Welcome area and new flooring in  
Wesley Hall.  

In addition to the work in the Narthex we will  
be adding a restroom in the basement and new 
security doors for the preschool.  All the  
construction work should be completed before 
Thanksgiving. 

Please “pardon our dust” as this work  
progresses.  We hope to keep any inconvenience 
to a minimum. 
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In Our Congregation 
St Mark United Methodist Church, 

Thank you for the cookies you so  
generously shared with everyone here at 
the police department. They were very 
much appreciated by all. 

Thank you, 
Carmel Police Department 

 

Hello St  Mark’s, 

I had texted Brian White that I was unavailable 
for the 40th Anniversary. So sorry for that! 

Have a great celebration., keep up the great 
hospitality, the in depth missional connections, 
your city presence, and the constant living out 
of the Gospel of Love. 

In Christ’s Service, 
Pam Montgomery 

 

Circle of Care 
The Circle of Care list includes St. Mark’s  
members and friends who are homebound or in 
a care facility. Your prayers for these brothers 
and sisters in Christ mean so much to them and 
to their families.   Please remember: 
Annette Dunlap Clara Breisch 
Lois Hardin  Mary Hart  
Betty Lachman Ola Morrow 
Jerry & Phyllis Delp Bea Gilson 
Mary Pielemeier Charles Reid 
Judy & Tom Hebenstreit  Don Ranck  
Jean Smith  Vallie Williams 
Jane Roberts  Dub Taylor  
 

Carmel Fire Department 
Safety Inspections 
Carmel Fire Department EMT's and Paramedics 
have been specifically trained to provide  
proactive healthcare for the Carmel community. 
One of the services they offer is a home visit 
from one the of the Mobile Integrated Health 
Providers.  If you feel you or a loved one would 
benefit from this service call 317-571-2606.  They 
will do home safety inspections, medication 
understanding, blood pressure monitoring,  
social interaction and hospital discharge  
instruction explanation. You can also get a "File 
of Life" to attach to your refrigerator.  The file 
includes all of your updated medical and  
contact information should it be needed in an 
emergency. 

 

community news 
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Staff Directory 

  Name               Title  Email 

Amy Adams           Program Support       aadams@stmarkscarmel.org 

Judy Bonnet                               Membership & Worship jbonnet@stmarkscarmel.org 

Don Broad           Student Ministries       dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org 

Joyce Click           Children’s Music       jclick@stmarkscarmel.org 

Jennifer Cloud-Buckner          Adult Discipleship          jcloud-buckner@stmarkscarmel.org 

Stephanie Cohen          Mission Coordinator       scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 

Ramie Cooney          Children Ministries        rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org  

Eric DeForest          Music Director        edeforest@stmarkscarmel.org 

Kody Emrich          Worship Leader              kemrich@stmarskcarmel.org 

Julia Gonzales          Associate Pastor             jgonzales@stmarkscarmel.org 

Elizabeth Goodenough          Organist/Accompanist   egoodenough@stmarkscarmel.org 

Missi Koenig           Welcome Coordinator    mkoenig@stmarkscarmel.org 

Becky Mills                                 Computer Technologist  bmills@stmarkscarmel.org 

Mary Ann Moman          Associate Pastor         mmoman@stmarkscarmel.org 

Jackie Rowell          Children Ministries           jrowell@stmarkscarmel.org 

Jenny Rundle          Office Manager         jrundle@stmarkscarmel.org 

Stephanie Solesky                      Financial Coordinator     ssolesky@stmarkscarmel.org 

Jen Weixler                                Preschool Director         preschool@stmarkscarmel.org 

Shaw Wang            Financial Assistant         xwang@stmarkscarmel.org 

Brian White            Lead Pastor        bwhite@stmarkscarmel.org 

 

Office hours: Monday– Friday | 9:00 AM—4:00 PM (Staff hours vary) 

Check out our website for more bio information on our staff members. 
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