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Dear Co-workers in Christ, 

Recently in worship we celebrated the ascension of Jesus.  This is the time in 
the church calendar, forty days after Easter, when we remember Jesus ending 
his post-resurrection appearances and returning to the right hand of God as a 
preview of our life eternal.  Immediately prior to Christ’s ascension he tells the 
disciples gathered around him, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8).   

One of the defining affirmations of St. Mark’s is the phrase “where mission is a 
way of life.”  A few years ago I had a church member tell me that he thought we should stop using 
that phrase because we really don’t live it out all the time.  In other words, mission isn’t always a way 
of life for our members or for us as a gathered community.  My response to that critique is that our 
motto that mission is a way of life is not so much a statement of fact but is an aspirational 
statement.  It is meant to inspire us and to give us a vision of what God wants us to do.  It is not so 
much descriptive as prescriptive. 

As I am writing this note I am sitting in Scranton, Pennsylvania, beginning a week of work camp with 
our Cornerstone Youth and volunteer leaders.  There are several hundred people from other 
churches here as well.  Last night we were assigned to our work teams.  My team includes people 
from Connecticut and Maryland along with myself.  As our team of five people assembled and 
began our work together it was apparent that we had people of differing personalities and gifts in 
our group.  What also became apparent was how well those differences aligned with the different 
tasks that our group needed cover in order to complete our work assignment.  I was reminded of 
the scripture once again from Acts 1:8.  I believe the Holy Spirit will come upon us and we will be 
witnesses in this community and to each other - not because of who we are but because of who 
God wants us to be. 

St. Mark’s has a long history of being a missional church.  We may not always be perfect in living that 
out but I believe that the Holy Spirit works in us and through us to accomplish the witness to which 
God calls us.  So, as we hear the words or read them on a tee shirt, let us know that our hope is to be 
the church that we are called to be, where “mission is a way of life” as a promise of God’s fulfillment 
in our lives! 

In Christ’s service, 

 

News From the Pastors 
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News From the Pastors 

Hello St. Mark’s family, 

This summer has been a busy and rewarding one.  July 1st marks 
the end of my first full year of ministry and more importantly  
my first year as your associate pastor.  Around that date there 
was my commissioning at the 2019 Indiana Annual  
Conference and later in July there is my marriage to Kyle  
Gonzales.  Definitely not a boring summer! But with all that has 
been happening and all that is still to come, this has also been a 
summer of reflection.  While at Annual Conference it struck me 
anew that my journey to commissioning has been going for eleven years. 

Last night the work, dreams, and prayers of eleven years was answered for me as I was commissioned 
as a provisional elder in The United Methodist Church.  And as I knelt before the bishop to be prayed 
over, it briefly occurred to me how far I've come from who I was when I first received my call. God has 
worked change into all aspects of Creation.  We grow, we lose parts of ourselves, we continue to 
transform anew. Sometimes the transformation comes quickly, a butterfly breaking free from a  
cocoon to fly. And sometimes you're waiting a long time for a seed to grow into a full, fruit-bearing 
tree.  Whatever transformation awaits for you, whether it's one you're looking forward to or one  
that you dread, no matter what remember that you are loved by God: today, tomorrow, and always. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Julia 
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July Mission Focus 
 

 

 

missions stmarkscarmel.org/missions 
Stephanie Cohen, Missions Coordinator 

scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 

The mission of Good Samaritan Network is to 
demonstrate the unconditional love of Christ  
by serving the physical, financial and emotional 
needs of underserved people in Hamilton  
County. They believe a community thrives when 
its residents are able to provide for themselves 
and their families. They meet the needs of people 
in emergencies or crisis by serving our community 
directly and indirectly. Their goal is to provide a 
hand-up and opportunities for personal  
empowerment, designed to achieve a 
healthy, strong, and vibrant Hamilton County 

During July, St. Mark’s is supporting the Good  
Samaritan Network Christmas giveaway by  
collecting toys and gifts for children, allowing 
qualified parents to shop for their families. Each 
year over 5,000 families are served! They  
especially request toys, games, dolls, books,  
clothing for boys and girls, age 6-15. If you can 
help, please bring your donations to St. Mark’s  
and place them in a bin at our main entrance.  

Financial donations to Good Samaritan  
Network may be given using the white mission 
envelope in your Sunday bulletin or given online  
at stmarkscarmel.org/give. Thank you for sharing 
your blessings and in turn being a blessing to  
others! For more information, contact  
Stephanie Cohen at 317-846-4912 or  
scohen@stmarkscarmel.org, or visit gsnlive.org. 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/missions/
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/missions/
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/missions/
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 Because You Give, St. Mark's Gives! 
Thank you for your generous support of 
the missions of St. Mark’s. Since our last 
newsletter, we have given to: 
• Brightwood Community Center: 6 

meals provided and served to the  
children, as well as ongoing tutoring 

• Carmel UMC Food Pantry: 15 bags of 
food 

• Carmel Youth Assistance Food Drive: 
15 bags of food  

• Fletcher Place Community Center: 
$7362, and 96 containers of oatmeal 

• Hamilton County Kids’ Coats: $1,000, 
10 coats, 6 pairs of gloves, 9 hats, & 6 
scarves 

• The Mustard Seed: $1,000 
• IHN: $6361.00, 7 pillows, 3 blankets/

sheets, 1 package diapers, 2 bottles 
laundry detergent  

• Garrett-Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary Scholarship Fund for Brian White: 
$ 1589.45 

• Native American Ministries Sunday: 
$100  

• Servants At Work: $500 
 

Roberts Park 
Sunday, September 22  

The Roberts Park United 
Methodist Church Soup’s On 
ministry provides a wonderful  opportunity for us to 
carry out Jesus’ command to “feed the hungry.” 
Each Sunday, volunteers at Roberts Park serve 
lunch to 200-250 homeless persons and others in 
need in downtown Indianapolis. St. Mark’s will be  
providing the meal on Sunday, September 22.  
Servers: we’ll meet at St. Mark’s in Wesley Hall at 
9:15 AM, plan to leave at approximately 9:30, and 
return around 2:30. Our final serving in 2019 will be 
on Mission In Action Day, October 27. 

How can you be involved? 

• Join others from St. Mark’s on September 22 

and help serve lunch for those less fortunate.  
(23-25 volunteers are needed.) 

• Provide food for the lunch. 

Sign up to help at stmarkscarmel.org/signups.  
anytime or at a Connection Table outside the  
sanctuary. 

St. Mark’s Blood Drive 
Sunday, September 15, | 8:00 AM– 12:00 PM 

Every two seconds, someone needs blood and eve-
ry day, approximately 40,000 units of blood are 
used throughout the country. 
You can help save a life by  
donating blood at St. Mark’s on 
Sunday, September 15, 8:00-
Noon. Healthy individuals, age 16 
and older can lend an arm to 
help!  

Sign up at the connection tables outside the  
sanctuary or at stmarkscarmel.org/signups.  
Contact  Mindy Davis at 317-408-7868 or 
melinda..kay.moores.davis@gmail.com . 

missions 
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AUGUST MISSION FOCUS 

 

Mission Guatemala is a United Methodist related 
organization with a mission to help meet the  
basic needs and improve the quality of life of  
under-served Guatemalan people through health, 
education, and nutrition initiatives and meaningful 
missionary service. Current projects include  
medical clinic and pharmacy, dental clinic, eye 
clinic, feeding centers for chronically malnourished 
children, community development projects,  
vocational training programs, water filters for 
schools and families, fuel efficient wood burning 
stoves. They also work with volunteer mission 
teams and the local villages to offer an array of 
community development and improvement  
projects. Mission Guatemala’s philosophy is based 
on John Wesley’s teaching to, “Do all the good 
you can.”  

In 2010, Tom Heaton, one of Mission Guatemala’s 
founders, signed a 10-year lease on this mission 
site in community of San Andrés Semetebaj.  
Since then, the abandoned, run-down buildings 
have been transformed into vibrant spaces full of 
love-inaction! The women’s co-op that owns the 
clinic have decided to sell it when the lease ends in 
September 2020. We need your help to purchase 

the property in order for the vital work of Mission 
Guatemala to continue! The first of two payments, 
$200,908, will be due by the end of this summer. 
Please consider joining us in supporting the  
property purchase with your generous gifts or 
pledge toward the upcoming payments.  

Financial donations to Mission Guatemala may be 
given using the mission envelope in your Sunday 
bulletin during January or given online at 
stmarkscarmel.org/give. For more information 
visit missionguatemala.com. Attend worship  
services on August 11, to hear special guest, Leigh 
Randall, from Mission Guatemala!  

Because You Give, St. Mark’s Gives! 

 

2020 Guatemala Mission Trip 
Interested in serving in the highlands of Central 
Guatemala? Join us for a planning meeting on 
August 11 to hear more about our 2020 Mission 
trip to Guatemala. Contact Stephanie Cohen at 
scohen@stmarkscarmel.org or call 317-846-4912 
with questions. 

UMCOR School Kits 
During the month of August we are collecting items for UMCOR School Kits.  The United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) provides school kits to children in need around the world. Your  
donations may be placed in a bin inside Door #2. 

 Blunt Scissors (round tip only) Crayons (24 count boxes only) 
 Loose leaf paper (100-200 sheets One-subject Notebooks (not Composition) 
 Rulers– 12 inches or 30 centimeters Unsharpened pencils 
 Erasers– 2 inch or larger  2 Gallon resealable plastic bags 
 Hand-held pencil sharpeners (1 inch or longer) 
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Habitat for Humanity 
Thrivent Faith Build 
Thursday, August 29 

St. Mark’s is partnering with  
others from the Indianapolis faith  
community to work on building  
a home for the Opiew Ojulu &  
Ojulu Nyigwo Family. Habitat for 
Humanity and Thrivent Faith Builds bring local 
churches together to raise roofs, walls, funds 
and prayers to build a house in partnership 
with a family in your community. It’s an  
opportunity to live out your church’s ministry, 
engage your members and see the miracle 
that occurs when God touches the hearts of 
new homeowners and the volunteers who 
work alongside them. During the  
volunteer shift (7:45AM -2:30 PM) training,  
materials, tools, snacks, pizza lunch and water 
will be provided! Please sign up by August 18. 
Contact Diane or Joe Newton or call  
317-288-4523 if you have questions.  

Brightwood Summer Lunches 
July 5, 11,12,18,19,25 

There are  
opportunities to 
provide and/or 
serve lunch to 
the children at Brightwood Community Center 
during their Summer Camp. Contact Jean Ellis 
at 317-291-6911 or j2jellis@att.net if you are  
interested in helping. 

 

Team World Vision 
Saturday, November 9 

Do you believe  
everyone should 
have access to clean 
water? 

Can you imagine walking over 30 minutes or 
more one way to get water to drink? 

Can you imagine carrying 40 lbs of water in a 
dirty fuel container over 30 minutes with your 
kids in tow every single day? 

Over 1 million people do this each and every 
day. They do this to survive. It breaks my 
heart, and I bet it breaks your heart too. 

Would you like to do something about it? You 
absolutely can make a difference and bring 
clean water to those without! Please join your 
St. Mark’s family as we partner with Team 
World Vision. God has led a team of us to 
walk, jog, run or crawl the Indianapolis Half 
and Full Marathon to bring clean water to 
those without. 

Please join our team on St Mark’s website  
under signups  and/or contact Becky  
Bultemeier with questions at 317-730-7928 or  
bjbultemeier@yahoo.com. 

TRAINING UPDATE 
Group training starts on Saturday, July 13th at 
7:00 AM.  We meet every Saturday leading 
up to race day at The Gazebo in Carmel and 
train on the Monon Trail. We would love for 
you to join us, it isn’t too late!  Go Team! 

mailto:joediane244@att.net
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missions 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 
August 25 – September 1 
Interfaith Hospitality Network is a ministry of Family Promise that provides emergency food & shelter, 
offers individual skill development & rehabilitation, advocates for economic stability, and strives to end 
homelessness for the families it serves. IHN partners with congregations in the Indianapolis area including 
St. Mark’s. 

St. Mark’s will host IHN guests the week of August 25 and guests will be with us each night that week. 
The role of volunteers is fundamental to the IHN program and many are needed each time we host,  
offering dignified and compassionate assistance to families who are struggling with homelessness.  
Volunteer needs include: 

Dinner hosts (5:00-8:00 p.m.) Share a prepared meal with our guests, provide  
companionship & help with clean up. 

Meal preparation – Prepare part of a meal for 15 – 20 people and deliver it to St. Mark’s. 

Provide food – provide prepared foods for lunch & breakfast (milk, lunch meat, etc.). 

Overnight hosts (8:00 p.m.–7:00 a.m.) – be part of a team that spends the night at  
St. Mark’s and is on-hand to assist guests. 

Set up, tear down and clean up – help set up beds and rooms on Sunday, August 25, and/or help  
remove beds and clean up on Sunday, September 1. 

Transportation – drive the van between St. Mark’s and the IHN Day Center. 
Donate – 2 new pillows, 2 new or gently-used twin blankets, and size 6 pull ups. 

This is a wonderful mission opportunity for the entire family. Please prayerfully consider how you  
can help. Sign up online or at a Ministry Table on Sunday mornings. Contact Jeff Keyt 
(shellcreek5@gmail.com or 239-201-8207) or Stephanie Cohen (scohen@stmarkscarmel.org or  
317-846-4912) if you have questions. 

Summer Clothing Drive 
August 2-18 

Drop off gently used clothing in all sizes 
for children and adults (no shoes or 
household items). Based on the number of 
bags received, clothing vouchers are  
donated to Family Promise for guests to 
use in selecting clothing from a Goodwill 
Store!  

Oatmeal Needed 
We are now collecting oatmeal for 
the Fletcher Place food pantry,  
every month. Their supplies are  
constantly running low to feed those 
in need, each morning at breakfast.  
Imagine the impact we can make if 
each one of us at St. Mark’s would bring in just 
one container of oatmeal! Please help us stock 
their pantry! Place your donations in a bin inside 
Door #2 at St. Mark’s.  
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Can You Help Once a Month? 
We are looking for team members to join our AV Ministry on Sunday mornings. Team 
members run the soundboard, LiveStream, lights and/or computer presentations.  No 
experience needed and your commitment would be once every 4-5 weeks. Hands on 
training is available. Contact the church office at 317-846-4912 if you are 
interested.  

adult music stmarkscarmel.org/music 
Eric De Forest, Director 

edeforest@stmarkscarmel.org 

Join the Orchestra in the Fall 
St. Mark's Orchestra will begin playing again  
soon. We play about 10 times each year,  
and rehearse once per service on Wednesdays.  
If you are interested in joining us, please  
contact Ed Rowell at 317-727-2163 or  
jackieanded@gmail.com 

Currently, we have openings for string bass, cello, 
trumpet, bassoon, and additional violins.  

Contact Ed Rowell  or Dr. Eric Deforest for more  
information. 

 

Join the Choir in the Fall 
Join the Chancel Choir and 
make a joyful noise with us! 
We accept any singer from 
high school age to 
100!  Rehearsals start 
Wednesday, 9/4 from 7:30 
PM to  9:00 PM.  Please  
contact Dr. Eric DeForest at  
edeforest@stmarkscarmel.org with any  
questions.   

UPCOMING EVENTS 
8/25       Orchestra Performs 

 

Bell Rehearsal 
Bell Rehearsals are Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. 
They will resume on  September 4. 

stmarkscarmel.org/music
mailto:jackieanded@gmail.com
mailto:jackieanded@gmail.com
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Education 
SUNDAY 
PROGRAMMING 
 
Nursery & Toddler Care 
Staffed by experienced, caring adults and teens, 
our nursery is here to help care for your kids at 
all of our Sunday Morning Services. 

Kidz Learn & Grow Preschool 
Children have fun singing, learning Bible stories, 
eating snacks and making fun crafts. Bible  
discovery and exploration is integrated in every 
lesson by our fantastic volunteer team. 

Kidz Learn & Grow Elementary 
Kids entering kindergarten through 4th grade 
have a blast learning about God at Kidz Church 
beginning with Worship followed by lively & age 
appropriate stations taught by members of the 
congregation.  We’ll enjoy crafts, drama,  
cooking, science, and technology all summer 
long! 

Kidz Music & Praise 
Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord during this  
fun-filled hour each week. After Worship with 
Kidz Learn & Grow classes, children participate 
in this high energy class that incorporates music, 
drama, art, and puppets.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
7/4 4th of July Parade 
7/31  Club 56 Overnight Lock-In 
8/25 Kidz Music & Praise Concert 

kidz ministry stmarkscarmel.org/kidz 
Ramie Cooney, Director 

rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org 

Club 56 
Club 56 weaves together Bible instruction, 
some theology, service projects and  
relationship building. All 5th & 6th graders are 
welcome to come join the 
fun!   
Sunday Programming 
Each week during the 
summer Club 56 students 
will act as Shepherds to 
guide elementary students 
through the Kidz Learn & Grow stations. 

Club 56 Overnight Lock-In 
July 31– August 1 | 6:00 PM– 9:00 AM 

All youth who will be in 5th and 6th grade next 
fall are invited to a summer social at the church.  
This is an event you can bring friends to and 
you can come for a late-night-out and leave at 
10pm if you don’t want to spend the night.  
Food, fellowship and fun provided!  Sign-up  
on-line. 

We Need Your Help 
Do you have an hour a month to spare?  Please 
prayerfully consider how you might help model 
God’s love for the next generation of Christians 
during the summer months.  There are  
opportunities to serve as a classroom leader or 
assistant at the 9:40 and 11:00 services.  All  
materials are prepared and provided so you  
can have fun with a partner.  Please signup 
online or contact CM Intern, Maya Raymond at 
intern@stmarkscarmel.org to learn more. 

 

stmarkscarmel.org/kidz
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 kidz ministry 

Kidz Night Out 
Friday, July 12 & August 2 | 6:00 PM-9:00 PM 

Parents, enjoy a date night while children ages 4-10 years-old are invited to  
enjoy a craft project, a movie, and a (nut-free) snack throughout the evening 
planned by our Fellowship Intern.  Sign-up online and contribute $15 per 
child (or $30 per family) to benefit youth mission trips and retreats.  Contact Maya at  
intern@stmarkscarmel.org or (317) 846-4912 for more information. 

Popsicles in the Park 
Thursday, August 1 |10:00 AM at Lawrence Inlow Water Park 

Children are invited to hang out with the interns for splash fun and popsicles.  This is 
a casual, evangelistic opportunity to play with all who will be at the park. 

Summer Courtyard Kidz Music & Praise Concert 
Sunday, August 25 | 11:55 AM 

Join us for a presentation of praise songs after  11:00 AM service with popsicles after we sing. 

5th & 6th Grade Mission Camp 
July 8-11 | 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

God calls us to love God and our neighbors. St. Mark’s youth who will be entering 5th or 6th grade this 
fall are invited to Mission Camp, where they’ll learn about missions by serving God’s people in our local 
community. We’ll have fun getting to know one another and serving together! Monday-Thursday,  
July 8-11, 9:00 a.m.-Noon. Cost is $10. Lunch will be included on Monday. Please signup at  
stmarkscarmel.org/signups. We will have the opportunity to serve the community through multiple 
types of mission work. We will be creating Care Kits and Scripture Cards for the homeless moms at 
the O’Connor House. Keep in mind these moms will greatly benefit from hygiene items and encour-
agement. We will also visit the Good Samaritan Network to help sort food, clothing, and other needed 
items for the homeless of our community. In addition we will serve at Third Phase (the only homeless 
shelter in Hamilton County) to help sort food which will help serve the homeless there. Finally we will 
visit Changing Footprints to help sort shoes for those in need from within our community to 
internationally. 

The following donations will be collected for mission camp projects: shoes, non-perishable food items, 
and clothing items. 

To make it possible, one or two adults are also needed to help chaperone and drive. (You don’t have 
to have a Mission Camper to be an adult volunteer, but you will need a background check.) Please 
contact St. Mark’s Mission Intern, Caleb Cohen, at intern@stmarkscarmel.org for more information. 

mailto:intern@stmarkscarmel.org
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cornerstone youth stmarkscarmel.org/youth 
Don Broad, Youth Director 

dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org 

Cornerstone Fellowship 
SUMMER  SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
7-14 Laser Flash 
 Drop off and pick up on your  
 own (Cost: $21) 
 
7-28 Trampoline Dodge-Ball  
 Sky Zone 10080 E. 121st, Fishers 
 Drop off and pick up on your  
 own. (Cost $19) Parents must 
 sign a waiver. 
 

8-11 Cook out and Games 
 St Mark’s 
 Bring a dessert of side dish 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King’s Island Trip 
Wednesday, July 3 | 8:00 AM– 11:00 AM 

Tickets are available at Kroger’s for $45.  You 
will need to purchase your own tickets.  
Spending money will also be needed for meals. 

 

Cornerstone Kick-Off 
Sunday, August 18 | 5:00 PM– 7:00 PM 

Join us August 18 to learn about what is in store 
for the 2019/2020 School Year.  Parents and 
students are invited. 

stmarkscarmel.org/youth
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adult education stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups 
Lydia Fourman, Director 

Lfourman@stmarkscarmel.org 

Sunday Small Groups 
9:40 AM 

VENTURE 
This group meets at 9:15 AM to share concerns 
and listen to “The Great Courses” a varied series 
on religious and theological studies and Rick  
Steve’s Travelogue Series Jean Douglass  
facilitates.  

OPEN DOORS/OPEN IDEAS  
Share and discuss various Christian and life 
themes through authors, studies and movies. 
Becky and Jack McElhannon facilitate.  

CUTTING EDGE 
Uses the Common Lectionary for Bible  
discussions & lessons.  A three year program  
that cycles through Old and New Testament  
verses of the Bible. Steve Click facilitates. 

FOUNDATIONS & FRIENDSHIPS  
Share and discuss Christian themes through  
various authors. They are currently reading and 
discussing Short Storeis of Jesus  by  Amy-Jill 
Levine. .  Doug Brown and John Flora facilitate, 
with classmates sharing leadership too.  
 
11:00 AM 

JOURNEY 
Share and discuss the Bible scriptures from the 
Old and New Testament and Psalms based on the 
Revised Common Lectionary. Jonathan Barclay 
facilitates. 

REEL SPIRITUALITY 
View and discuss Christian themes and life values 
through movies. Together they watch 30-40 
minutes of a movie, then discuss it, continuing the 
movie to completion for 3 to 4 weeks. Upcoming 
movies include The Green Book, The Hate U Give, 
Bene is Back and the Darkest Hour. Lydia and 
Terry Fourman facilitate. 

Dear Friends, 

How are you? How is your spirit? Are you aware 
of your faith journey and intentionally trying to 
listen for God’s voice? You and I know there is a 
lot of outside noise in our culture. I am reading 
Eternity is Now in Session by John Ortberg. The 
Wednesday morning study group is going to 
study this book together beginning July 10th. 
Ortberg emphasizes “For many centuries, the 
best way of describing that [spiritual] journey 

   has involved certain stages… They are not  
   particularly linear; we can go back and forth 

   between them. But they are dynamics that  
   describe the way God works in our lives… 

   There are potential misunderstandings in  
    talking about the spiritual life involving stages. 

   One misunderstanding is that we’ll think of  
   them as concrete phases that we pass through 

   and are forever done with, like infancy and  
   adolescence. But the spiritual life is not that 
   way. 

   It’s more like playing Monopoly, where I go  
   around the board many times; both Jail and 

   Boardwalk are familiar to me. I may be relatively 
   purged of sin in one area yet deeply 

   wrestling with sin in another.  

So… on we go taking small steps on our faith  
journeys, sometimes forward steps, sometimes 
backward ones. The comfort is learning and  
remembering that we are not alone. Ortberg says, 
“Let’s follow Jesus on the road of discipleship.” 

Christ calls us to welcome, to grow, to take  
action, and to serve. United in the power of  
Christ we live to serve and to love. 

Peace,  
Lydia 

stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups
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Study Groups 
SUNDAY  
6:00 –7:00 PM  
Pastor Brian White will lead a study group of 
Paul’s Missions, using photos of the recent trip 
to share Paul’s mission locations. 

WEDNESDAY 
Early AM Study 
6:30–7:15 AM   
Will resume in the Fall.  
Pastor’s Bible Study 
9:30-10:30 AM  
Will resume in the Fall 
 
AM Bible Study 
9:30-11:30 AM | 7/10-8/7 
Eternity is Now in Session, by John Ortberg 

This study unpacks Jesus’ definition of eternal 
life and what it really means to be a disciple of 
Christ. The curriculum will lead you in a radical 
rediscovery of what the Bible really says about 
salvation and show how to experience the  
unspeakably rich, interactive fellowship and joy 
that exist between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Lydia Fourman will facilitate. 

THURSDAY  
AM Bible Study 
9:30–11:00 AM | 9/5-10/17 
study Believing Jesus by Lisa Harper. Harper 
retraces the steps of the apostles in the book of 
Acts. Their discipleship required their willingness 
to risk everything to establish a new community 
that would change the future world. Judy 
Woempner facilitates. The eight-week study 
includes a DVD lesson, a book that costs $13, 
plus an optional study guide that also costs an 
additional $13. All are welcome. 

. 
FRIDAY 
AM Bible Study 
9:30– 11:30 AM | 4/26-5/24 
Study for the Fall will be announced on our 
website, stmarkscarmel.org.  
 

SAMS-Student-aged Moms Group 
Group for Mothers of school-aged children of all 
ages.  Will resume meeting in the Fall. Ali  
Lemberg Facilitates 

To sign up for Adult Bible Studies register at 
stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups. 

Childcare is available with registration  
72 hours in advance  online at  
stmarkscarmel.org /signups. 

 
ENCOURAGEMENT GROUP 
This group addresses the needs and support 
when caring for parents. If you need support  
to care and share and learn about caring for 
your parent or parents, please join! There are  
2 different opportunities to participate: 

Becky Mills leads an Encouragement Group on 
Wednesday evenings twice a month at St. 
Mark’s on Wednesday evenings. New  
participants are always welcome. Please call  
the church office for more details. 

Susan Jacques leads an Encouragement  
Group on Sunday mornings, 9:20 -10:45 am, 
once a month at St. Mark’s. Their next meeting 
is TBA in the church conference room. New 
participants are always welcome. Please call  
the church office for more details. 

 

 

 

adult education 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups/
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org
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Second Saturday Breakfast  
Meetings 
We meet the second  
Saturday of every month at 
7:30 AM– 9:00 AM in  
Fellowship Hall.  
 
7/13              Tim Evans-Indy Star 
8/10             Carol Weesner-Motion for Life 
 
Tim Evans if an investigative reporter for the Indy 
Star including the Larry Nasser investigation. Carol 
Weesner is the owner of Motion for Life and will 
present how their fitness programmer is tailored 
for the over 60 demographics. 
 
United Methodist Men provides a creative  
supportive fellowship of men who seek to know  
Jesus Christ, to grow spiritually, and to seek daily 
his will. 

For more information about UMM, please check 
out the UMM Bulletin Board in the Narthex near 
the coffee area, contact Matt Hook, email 
umm@stmarkscarmel.org or call a UMM Board 
Member.  You can also see what’s going at: 
stmarkscarmel.org.  Come and join us! 

 

Prayer Huddle 

Join us at the back of the sanctuary before the 
traditional services at 8:15 and 11:00 AM for a brief 
prayer in support of our worship leaders. 
 

 
 
 
 

MARKSMEN 
The MarksMen is a community of career and  
family focused men seeking to develop authentic 
and intentional relationships while we unplug 
from the daily stress and craziness that life can 
bring.  We aim to grow closer to Christ through 
Service and Outreach, Enrichment and  
Education, Friendship and Fellowship. 

PRAYER & SUPPORT GROUP 
Thursdays | 6:00 AM 
July 18, August 1, August 15, August 29 
We meet at 6:00 AM every other Thursday 
morning at Einstein Bagels (116th Street) for 
our prayer and support meetings.  

Check out our Facebook page, Marksmen of St. 
Mark’s Carmel UMC to get the latest news.  
 

ROMEO’s Lunch Group 
Wednesdays | 11:00 AM 

LE  PEEP RESTAURANT 
12213 N. Meridian Street 

All men are invited to join the ROMEOs (Retired 
Old Men Eating Out) for a weekly Wednesday 
lunch. They meet at  11:00 AM. For more 
information or questions contact Don Mehl,  
317-844-0789. 

 

gatherings 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/umm/
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Evening Groups 
BOOKMARKERS 
We will meet August 13 at 7:00 PM to discuss the 
book Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly. Please bring 
a gently used or new book to share in our annual 
book exchange. 

 
SPIRITUAL REFLECTIONS 
Applying biblical study to our everyday lives. This 
group uses a series of videos and study guides to 
help us apply the teachings of Jesus to our life 
challenges. Facilitator: Holly Moore 

UMW Reading Program  
Monday, August 26 | 7:00 PM 

Every year the UMW's National Office  
recommends a diverse range of books with the 
intention of broadening exposure to a variety of 
concepts. This program organizes books into five 
categories:  Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, Social 
Action and Spiritual Growth. 

Our UMW Reading Program group selects a book 
from each of the categories and they meet several 
times a year for book discussion and fellowship. 
The St. Mark’s library has the UMW books on a 
cart on the right side of the library. Dates for 2019 
are  August 26, October 28. 

Check out the National UMW Reading  
program website at  
unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 

Do not hesitate to contact Susan Salter at 
Sbf5salter@att.net or 317-848-1194 if you have 
any questions. 

Monthly Meeting 
Tuesday, September 10 | 9:00 AM & 6:30 PM 

Happy Birthday, UMW!  Celebrating 150 years in 
Mission.  Watch for details. 

UMW Fall Interest Group 
A good portion of our monthly gathering is  
dedicated to breaking in to small groups each 
with it’s own topic of interest. These groups  
offer an opportunity to get to know fellow UMW  
members with common interests to share, learn 
and grow as fellow Christians.  

If there is an interest group you would like to see 
offered or you would enjoy facilitating  contact 
Mary Etta Yoho (marryetta.yoho@gmail.com) 

Morning Groups 
SPRITUAL GROWTH 
This group has explored the paradoxes we  
experience in our faith journeys. We have  
discovered how weakness can be a strength 
and the beauty of discouragement. Facilitator: 
Mary Ann Moman 

BOOKWORMS 
Bookworms is the UMW morning book  
discussion group. They will be discussing  The 
Astronaut Wives Club by Lily Koppel in  
October. Facilitator: Gail Lee 

MAKE IT AND TAKE IT 
Discover your inner creativity each month as we 
make a craft or food item to take home.  
Facilitators: Kathy Dycus and Marilyn Roberts. 

 

gatherings 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram
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The Page Turners Book Group 
Tuesday, July  16  & August 20 | 7:00 - 8:00 PM 

July- Where the Crawdads Sing  by Delia  
Owens  

August- The Spiderman’s Daughter  by 
Anne Hillerman  

If you enjoy good books, interesting  
discussions, and a shared evening with  
new/ old friends, start reading now. For  
additional information contact Marcia Flora,  
317-670-9976  or mflora1950@yahoo.com  
with questions. 

Career Curve  
Tuesdays | 10:00 AM  

A support and resource group for those who 
have suffered a job loss, are unemployed or  
under-employed and seeking a change.  The 
mission of Career Curve is to provide individual 
job search strategies, and informal counsel  
associated with the challenges of a job search.  

Contact Jim & Chuck, coordinators at  
careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org if you would  
like more information. 

Coffee ‘n  Cameras 
Mondays  | 7/8, 7/22, 8/5, 8/19 
9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 
Do you enjoy  
photography?  This self-help 
camera group meets for  
conversation about  
photographic art and technique.  Bring your 
camera & your questions or your latest work to 
share with the group.  

Contact Bob Wiens, 317-402-5617 or 
wiens@iquest.net with questions 

gatherings 

Craft & Hobby Group 
Thursday,  | 6:00– 9:00 PM 
Friday | 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM  
Join us for a time of fun and fellowship as we 
each enjoy our craft or hobby.  Check  the  
website for  summer dates. Child care is  
available for children 5 & under on Friday.  
Childcare must be requested at least 72 hours  
in advance by registering.   

Contact Kathy Bartel, 317-294-4908 or  
krbartel@gmail.com, if you have any questions.  
Register to attend Craft Days at  
stmarkscarmel.org/signups 

MOBS (Methodists on Bikes) 
Wednesday, 7/10,7/24,8/14,8/28 
Saturdays, 7/6,7/20,8/3, 8/17 

All adults are invited to join this 
recreational bike riding group.  

Wednesday rides begin at St. 
Mark’s at 6:30 PM from St. Mark’s 
Parking lot and cruise area neigh-
borhoods at a leisurely pace for approximately 1 
hour. 

Saturdays are for riders comfortable heading 
out on county roads for 15-20 mile rides moving 
at a pace of 13-16 miles per hour.  

Members of the MOB take turns planning &  
leading the routes. Rides are cancelled if no one 
signs up to lead 3 days prior to the ride date. 

To receive more information about each ride, 
contact Nancy Canning at 
nancan01@gmail.com 

mailto:mflora1950@yahoo.com?subject=Page%20Turners
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/groups/
mailto:nancan01@gmail.com
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JULIETS  
Thursday, July 18  | 11:30 AM 
Brunchies 
13732 N. Meridian, Carmel 

Thursday, August 15 
Matt the Miller 
 
11 W. City Center, Carmel  
Ladies, join the JULIETS (Just Us Ladies Into 
Eating Together) for lunch! we meet the  3rd 
Thursday of every month. The group meets at a 
restaurant for lunch, laughs, and fellowship  
together. All women are invited, young or  
retired, stay-at-home or working – whatever 
stage of life you’re in! Please sign up by July 14 
& August 11 at the Connections Table behind the 
sanctuary. If you have questions, please contact 
Kat Howe, chattykat52@att.net or 317.431.6295. 

MOPS  
(Mothers of Preschoolers) 
We are a group of moms, 
newborns to  
kindergartners, who  
desire friendship,  
community, support and 
growth. We meet two 
Wednesdays a month with Coffee & Brunch, 
Messages of Hope, Small Groups. We also plan 
Moms’ Nights Out and play dates each month. 
Cost is $90 per semester.  For more information 
email Alexis at mopsatstmarks@gmail.com.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Tuesday, July 16, 11:00 AM 

This ministry uses the care  
and love of knitting and  
crocheting  and combines it 
with a prayerful outreach to 
those in need of comfort and 
solace.  We are always looking 
for new members and are happy to teach any-
one interested in learning and provide supplies 
if needed.  Men are also welcome.  

Requests to give or receive a prayer shawl can 
be made at stmarkscarmel.org. 

For more information, contact Judy Bonnet 
jbonnet@stmarkscarmel.org. 

gatherings 
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special events 
St. Mark’s Preschool 
St. Mark's preschool has a few openings in the pre-k Rainbow class 
(M/T/Th/F -- 9-2) for ages 4/5 and the Heart class (M/W -- 9-12)  
for 3 year-olds.  If you or someone you know is interested in a tour 
or just learning more about the preschool, please contact Jennifer 
Weixler at 317-846-8941 or via email at pre-
school@stmarkscarmel.org. 

St. Mark’s on the Prairie 
SYMPHONY ON THE PRAIRIE 
Saturday, July 13 | 6:00 PM 

Join us  on Saturday, July 13 for Broadway Hits performed by the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra  
at Connor Prairie in Fishers.  Tickets are available at the ISO website, at the gate ($38 Adult - $13  
Children), or at Kroger stores.  Gates open at 6:00 p.m. and the show begins at 8:00 p.m. Look for 
Andrew and Hannah Mortonson to the right of the main aisle in front of the circle walk.  Bring a  
snack to share!  For more information contact Andrew Mortonson at 317-670-3795 or  
andrew.mortonson@gmail.com.  If you are in need of transportation to Connor Prairie contact  
Shelley Carver scarver@stmarkscarmel.org. 

Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, July 28, 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Bring your friends and family for an afternoon of fun at St. Mark's.  Compete with your 
friends and family in corn hole and your favorite summer games. We'll 
wrap up the afternoon with ice cream.  Please bring your favorite ice 
cream toppings to share.  
 

Puppet & Drama Camp 
July 15– 19  

Sacred Puppet Camp will present: “Stories about Jesus” and Drama Camp will present: “Back to the 
Cross - A Kids Adventure Through Time!” 

Both camps will offer a bonus performance at noon on Sunday, July 21 in Cornerstone Commons.  For 
more information and to sign up visit stmarkscarmel.org. 

 

mailto:preschool@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:preschool@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:andrew.mortonson@gmail.com
mailto:scarver@stmarkscarmel.org
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Looking for a good summer read ? 
    Check out St. Mark’s Library where you will find many best-selling authors well represented. Remind 
your children (and grandchildren) to explore the Kid’s Corner as well.  

     Please search your shelves for any library books that may have been borrowed without being 
signed out.  A recent inventory has identified a number of books that are missing.   

Hearts of Fire – Eight women in the underground 
church and their stories of costly faith told by 
VOM, an organization assisting the persecuted 
church throughout the world. 

Breaking Busy – Alli Worthington shares her ideas 
with true stories on how to find peace and pur-
pose in a world of busyness.   

The Light Within Me – Ainsley Earhardt, morning 
news anchor on Fox & Friends, tells of the spiritual 
path leading to her television career in this inspir-
ing memoir. 

The Ebb Tide – One of the latest novels by popu-
lar, best-selling author Beverly Lewis. 

The Second Mountain – In his new book David 
Brooks, New York Times columnist and television 
commentator, discusses how to live a more 
meaningful life when traditional measures of suc-
cess end up to be less than satisfying. 

Entering the Passion of Jesus – A beginner’s guide 
to Holy Week by Biblical scholar Amy-Jill Levine. 

A Fierce Love – The story of author Shauna 
Shanks, who followed God’s outline for love in I 
Corinthians to save her marriage which was 
threatened by her husband’s infidelity.  
 
 
 

The Fox Hunt – Mohammed Al Samawi recounts 
the moving story of his escape to America from 
war-torn Yemen with the help of a small group of 
interfaith activists in the West. 

Take Heart, My Child – A lyrical and beautifully 
illustrated lullaby for children celebrating the en-
during  power of love by Ainsley Earhardt. 
(Children’s Shelves) 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

New Arrivals  
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community news 
Directory Updates 
Carole Anderson 
12130 Old Meridian St, Apt 205A 
Carmel, IN  46032 

Shirley Hults 
120 N. Northwest Hwy Apt 408 
Park Ridge, IL  60068 

Nancy Eikenberry 
16719 Hawk Creek Circle 
Westfield, IN  46074 

Erica Seasor 
16215 Brookhollow Drive 
Noblesville, IN  46062 
 

Sympathies 
To Kathy Bartel  and her family at the death of 
her mother,  Ruth Ann “Rootie” Grayson. 

To Carol Rownd and her family at the death of 
her mother, Dorothy Zunich. 

New Babies 
Jackson Kinsler was born on May 24th. He is the 
son of Jordan and Blaine, brother to Parker. 

In Our Congregation 
St. Mark’s, 
Just wanted to thank you for the beautiful prayer 
shawl and Pastor Julia’s visit. The shawl covered 
me with prayers first hours after surgery and  
continues to each day. Thank you again for  
welcoming . 
Mary Jane Bodnar 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear St. Marks, 
I wanted to thank St. Mark’s and the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry for the beautiful shawl that I received 
when I was a patent at St. Vincent’s Hospital. It is 
such a lovely purple color. I also appreciate the 
prayers of comfort and healing. Thanks to Pastor 
Julia for delivering it and visiting and praying with 
me. It is wonderful to be a part of such a loving 
caring church. 
Carole Anderson 

Dear St. Mark, 
Thank you so much for volunteering to help  
plant trees at Coxhall Gardens last Saturday!  We 
really appreciate the generous donation of trees 
and all of you who worked in the cold and 
rain!!!  Your smiles and attitudes with infectious 
and it was a pleasure to work with you.  I hope 
we will see you around the parks and you’ll  
consider volunteering with us again in the future 
(with better weather conditions…although, we 
have no control over that).   
 Steve    
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Circle of Care 
The Circle of Care list includes St. Mark’s  
member and friends who are homebound or in 
a care facility. Your prayers for these brothers 
and sisters in Christ mean so much to them and 
to their families.   Please remember: 
Annette Dunlap Clara Breisch 
Lois Hardin  Mary Hart  
Betty Lachman Ola Morrow 
Jerry & Phyllis Delp Bea Gilson 
Mary Pielemeier Charles Reid 
Judy & Tom Hebenstreit  Don Ranck  
Jean Smith  Vallie Williams
  
 

Address change 
Have you moved, changed your phone number 
or email?  Please contact the church office so 
we can update our records.   

If you are a high school graduate leaving for   
college, please contact the office with your  
address. 

 

Looking for a Way to Connect? 
Check out the St. Mark’s website for updated 
information on meetings, gatherings, special 
events.  You can signup by going to Signups,  
find your event and  register. 
(stmarkscarmel.org/signups) 

gatherings 



23 

 

. 

 



24 

 


