
Homeownership is much more than one who owns 
land and property. For me it’s about building a 
stronger community. As a homeowner, one must 
accept responsibility for their part of the world and 
remain committed to the continued enrichment in their 
community. For me homeownership means providing 
hope to the next generation. As a homeowner, one 
must demonstrate eager hands which the next 
generation deserves to see in their community. For me, 
homeownership is about being whole. It is our instinct 
to seek a home to dwell and when one is without that 
security your spirit becomes anxious and restless. 

My spirit has come to know that anxious and restless 
space all too well. After attending college, I returned 
home to live with my mother. Together, we have 
successfully managed to pay rent through past 
recessions and layoffs. I’m honored to help my mother. 
She never allowed poverty from being a single mother 

LaToya works at Worthmore Academy as a 
special needs teacher. She attends Good 
Samaritan Baptist Church, is a volunteer with 
Prestigious Princesses, and loves to read, 
listen to music, and spend time outdoors and 
with family and friends.

LaToya Martin

more on back

“I am confident that there is a home for me within 
the reach of my modest salary. I don’t expect 
the journey to be a stroll in the park. Whatever 
comes along during the journey I am committed 
to overcoming each challenge.”



to stop her from shouldering my burdens as well as my siblings. As 
my mother reached pre-retirement she’s gained stability that will 
cover her expenses. Now that my mother is meeting both her short 
and long-term needs, I can’t keep from feeling anxious and restless 
as my spirit is yearning for a home to call my own. 

The dynamic of the four-bedroom home shifted when the other two 
bedrooms became occupied. Given the house is close to 100 years 
old, the space has become unwantingly small to live comfortably. 
The list of repairs and maintenance has become overwhelming 
due to my commitment with Worthmore Academy and other civic 
engagement responsibilities. I found myself seeking for tranquility 
outside the house for a peace of mind. 

My greatest goal is to be the homeowner that demonstrates values, 
by maintaining a healthy home both on the interior and exterior. 
The day I sign my closing contract I will run to my home to hang 
my favorite scripture, Proverbs 14:1, “A wise woman buildth but the 
foolish plucketh it down with her hands” in my prayer closet. My 
other goals are to set a budget, hang window treatments and plant 
a flower garden. I am excited just by the thought of it all. 

I look forward to hosting my first holiday dinner preferable 
Thanksgiving, or Christmas. I look forward to making a menu full 
of my mother’s recipes, putting up decorations, and extending my 
greatest hospitality. 

In conclusion, God has prepared me for my journey to 
homeownership since I was a young girl. My mother could not afford 
childcare for three, so my siblings and I had to tag along with our 
mother to many construction sites. From this experience I learned 
how to install drywall, finish floors, roofing, painting and so much 
more. I am confident that there is a home for me within the reach 
of my modest salary. I don’t expect the journey to be a stroll in the 
park. Whatever comes along during the journey I am committed to 
overcoming each challenge.


