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Children’s Message

Select one of these options to create a children’s message to fit kids’ interests and gifts.
You can finish your time together with the prayer.

EPISTLE EXPLORATION
The passage from Romans proclaims 
God’s mercy for us. Teach kids about 
the part of worship called the Kyrie. Kyrie 
eleison means “Lord, have mercy” in Greek. 
When we say “Lord, have mercy,” we share 
a special prayer. Ask your church musician 
to teach kids to sing a simple version of the 
Kyrie.

LIVE THE STORY
The Canaanite woman showed great 
courage when she asked Jesus questions. 
In turn, Jesus showed the woman’s 
daughter great mercy. Interview your 
pastor about whether it’s okay to ask Jesus 
questions (of course it is!). Each kid can say 
one question they would like to ask Jesus. 
If kids have trouble thinking of questions, 
invite congregation members to say what 
they would like to ask Jesus.

SEE THE SEASON
Sometimes we forget that we are still in the 
green season after Pentecost, because 
it lasts all summer. Reinforce the Season 
after Pentecost by playing I Spy with 
kids, looking for green items around the 
sanctuary. Change up the game a bit by 
saying, “I spy with my Pentecost eye . . .” 
Don’t forget to spy the green paraments, 
plants, and the green edges of the pages of 
the Whirl Story Bible, or the green shading 
on the stories in the Whirl NRSV Bible.

READ THE STORY
Place a bookmark on page 1130 in the 
Whirl NRSV Bible. Ask kids to stand up and 
imagine someone that they really, really, 
really love. Encourage kids to stretch out 
their arms wide as if they were going to hug 
that person, then challenge them to stretch 
their arms even wider. Tell kids that the 
woman in the story loved her daughter so 
much that she stretched and stretched and 
stretched herself to ask Jesus for mercy 
for her daughter. When kids go back to their 
seats, encourage them to hug their parents!

THE CANAANITE WOMAN’S FAITH  •  MERCY 
LECTIONARY 20  •  SEASON AFTER PENTECOST  •  YEAR A
TODAY’S READINGS
Genesis 45:1-15    •  Isaiah 56:1, 6-8  • Psalm 133    •  Psalm 67

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  •  Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
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PRAYER
If you chose the Live the Story option, bring the questions kids and adults would like to 
ask Jesus to your prayers.

Otherwise, sing or speak the Kyrie as the closing prayer.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Amen.

SEE THE STORY
Sometimes we need extra-strong prayers, 
like those prayers the Canaanite woman felt 
for her daughter. Ask kids if they know about 
any kids who are sick or have heard about 
kids who have had cancer. When kids are 
sick, people’s hearts are touched. We are all 
connected by our prayers. Invite all the kids 
and everyone in the congregation to hold 
hands. When everyone in the sanctuary is 
connected, pray for healing for kids who are 
facing illness.

ENTER THE OLD 
TESTAMENT STORY
If you’re reading Genesis 45:1-15 today, 
remind kids that at the start of this story, 
Joseph was being hauled off to Egypt after 
his brothers betrayed him. Read today’s 
story from page 42 of the Whirl Story Bible. 
Were kids surprised that Joseph showed 
mercy to his brothers?

If you’re reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 today, 
whisper it. Kids will be surprised that you are 
whispering, and they will listen! Explain that 
these are God’s words, delivered by Isaiah. 
When God speaks, we listen carefully. Read 
the passage again in a normal voice, and ask 
kids to listen for good news.




