
Acts  9:1-6 
Saul had it all. He was an important Pharisee, one of the most powerful religious authorities of the day. As a Roman 

citizen, he had special rights and privileges that protected him from persecution and injustice. His authority was magnified 

by a lifelong adherence to God’s laws. Intent on crushing the growing movement of Jesus’ followers, Saul treated them 

harshly. He imprisoned and murdered Jesus’ followers, which probably increased his power and authority. 

But Saul saw the light. Literally, a light from heaven flashed around him and the voice of Jesus examined Saul. 

Saul’s conversion began on the road to Damascus. Later he changed his name from Saul to Paul and became one of the 

most important figures in the early church. It was a radical change that must have bewildered both Saul’s contempo- 

raries and the Christians he had been persecuting. 

Why was Saul chosen to further the mission and witness of the church? Only God knows, but the message is as clear to 

us as it was to Saul: no one is outside God’s reach. 

Mark 1:16-20 
Like many New Testament occupa- 

tions, fishing was a family business. 

It was not a particularly elite job. Fish 

smelled just as bad 2,000 years ago 

as they do now, and because they 

didn’t bathe frequently, the fisher- 

men smelled even worse. The first 

disciples that Jesus called were a 

surprising prototype. They were of the 

working class, likely uneducated, and 

had no religious influence. The first 

disciples’ choice to follow required 

an enormous life change and leap 

of faith. 

Romans 12:1-2 
Paul’s letter to the believers in 

Rome urged them to be trans- 

formed, defining themselves not 

according to the world, but by the 

will of God. Easier said than done! 

For believers in any time, present- 

ing themselves as a living sacrifice to 

God daily was a great challenge that 

didn’t always come naturally. And yet, 

like Paul, like the Romans, like believ- 

ers in every age, we try to live up to 

God’s will for our lives. 

Acts 2:42-47 
Luke (the author of Acts) paints an 

incredible picture of how the early 

church functioned. In some ways it 

seems too hard to imagine people liv- 

ing and acting so selflessly. They were 

fulfilling Jesus’ commands to care 

for the least among them, feed his 

sheep, and see things differently than 

the rest of the world. Even though it 

seemed selfless, the chance to live in 

a community like that may have been 

its own reward. 

Weekly Challenge
Transformation occurs everywhere in the world in subtle 

and amazing ways. Some- times a small transformation can 

have an enormous effect.  

• Tell about how someone you know had a strong opinion

about something, then changed his or her mind. What

caused the radical change?If you could have the power

to transform others, would you want it? What would you

do with it?

• How do you think Jesus has transformed you? The
world?

• What kinds of change do you hope for?

• If we don’t have the same type of experience that Saul
did, how can we know that God is calling us into
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conversion 
SUMMARY 

The butterfly is the classic rep- 

resentation of transformation and 

conversion. Starting as a 

caterpillar, it works its ways through 

the stages of metamorphosis 

concluding with 

the emergence of the butterfly from the 

chrysalis. Change isn’t easy, but the end result is 

beautiful. 
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CONVERSION

Saul was a prominent Pharisee with all the right credentials. He used his considerable power and 
prestige to viciously persecute the followers of Jesus. Then, in a flash, Saul was converted; he 
moved from tormentor to pillar of the Christian church!

The butterfly is the classic picture of transformation and conversion as it changes from a lowly 
caterpillar to a beautiful new creature. Change isn’t easy, but the end result is beautiful!

Acts 9:1-6
Saul was an important Pharisee intent on 
crushing the growing movement of Jesus’ 
followers. But after his conversion on the road 
to Damascus, he became one of the most 
important figures in the early church. It was a 
radical change, but the message is as clear to 
us as it was to Saul: no one is outside God’s 
reach.

Check out these other Bible passages that 
connect with the theme of Conversion!

 › Mark 1:16-20 Are we supposed to drop 
everything to follow Jesus?

 › Romans 12:1-2 What happens when we 
give ourselves over to God?

 › Acts 2:42-47 How does conversion build 
community?

Talk about it!
Use these questions to connect with each 
other.

 › How would you have felt about Paul if you 
had previously been tormented by him?

 › Do you think anyone is outside God’s 
reach? Why or why not?

 › Without naming names, is there a “Saul” 
in your life? How might God convert that 
person? What possibilities might God see 
in him or her?

What are preteens 
thinking?
In their black-and-white reasoning, preteens 
often perceive that God loves them because 
they are good people. Perfection has never 
been the calling card of God’s disciples.  
Internalizing this understanding frees preteens 
to be disciples now, not when they get  
everything right.

Try this!
Paul was changed in a flash, but butterflies 
change over a long span of time. Put an ice 
cube on your kitchen table and talk about 
change as it slowly melts. How has God 
changed members of your family over time?

Prayer
God, we sure aren’t perfect. We are thankful 
that you are a God of transformation and  
conversion! Amen.




