
  

 

ST. MARK’S 
United Methodist Church 

J U L Y  2020 JUBILEE 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

Virtual Vacation Bible Camp 

July 6-July 10 | 9:00-12:00 PM  
Bring your friends and neighbors. 

See page 9 for more information or visit our website 
stmarkscarmel.org/vbs.  

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/vbs/
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COVID-19 Reopening Plan Guidelines 

ALL PHASES MUST FOLLOW CDC GUIDELINES: PHYSICAL DISTANCING, FACE MASKS, AND HAND SANITIZER 
AT ENTRY POINTS. Continue to shelter in place if you are high risk (65 and older, underlying health condition). Stay 
at home if you are sick, until at least 10 days past initial symptoms, AND 3 days fever-free (without medicine), AND 
no respiratory symptoms.   Recommendations for cleaning and sanitizing will be followed in all phases. For updates 
check out the St. Mark’s website, stmarkscarmel.org/reopening. 

 Phase A –Starting 

May 31 

    Phase B 

Starting July 12 

Phase C 

TBD 

Phase D 

TBD 

 

Church Office 

• Open with limited hours. 

(M-W, 9:00 AM to 12:00 

PM) 

• Sanctuary open for  

prayer time.  

• Limited hours continue 

• Sanctuary open for individual 

prayer during office hours. 

• Increase office 

hours 

• Schedule             

&  

Protocol 

TBD 

 

Worship 

• Online worship service 

continues to be offered 

• Worship team may  

gather and  record in the 

sanctuary (Adults only)  

• Online worship service  

continues to be offered 

• Live family worship services 

with restrictions. (9 Current  & 

11  Traditional Service will be 

offered) 

• Online worship 

service continue 

• Live family  

worship  

continues with  

restrictions 

• Schedule 

&  

Protocol 

TBD 

 

Adult  

Ministries 

• Online presence  

continues for small 

groups,  

• Parking lot gatherings 

allowed. Leader must 

schedule with office.  

• Online presence continues for 

small groups, Bible studies, 

Sunday  classes. 

• Limited live gatherings  

allowed (except Sunday  

morning) Meeting must be  

scheduled with office. 

• Online presence 

continues for 

small groups, 

Bible studies and 

Sunday classes 

• Limited live  

gatherings must 

be scheduled. 

• Schedule 

&            

Protocol 

TBD 

  

 

Student  

Ministries 

• Online presence  

continues to be offered. 

• Parking lot gatherings 

allowed, with Adult 

Supervision . 

• Online presence continues to 

be offered. 

• Limited live gatherings in the 

building  allowed with Adult  

supervision. 

• Third Street 

Rehearsals may 

resume in the 

building. 

• Schedule 

& 

Protocol 

TBD 

Children  

Ministries 

• Online presence  

continues to be offered 

• Playground is closed. 

• Online presence continues  

• Parking lot family events  

offered. 

• Playground is closed . 

• Online presence 

continues. 

• Limited Children’s 

programming 

begins. 

• Playground opens 

• Schedule 

& 

Protocol 

TBD 

Non-Church 

Meetings 

• On-site meetings  

postponed. 

• On Site meetings postponed • On site meetings 

postponed. 

• Schedule  

& Proto-

col TBD 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/reopening-plan/


3 

 

What to Expect When we Return to Worship 
Worship Times 

9:00 a.m. The Current 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service 

 

CDC Recommendations 

Continue to shelter in place if you are high risk (65 and older, underlying health condition) 

Please stay at home if you are sick, until at least 10 days past initial symptoms, AND 3 days fever free 
(without medicine), AND no respiratory symptoms.   

 

Safety Precautions 

• Masks will be required.  If you do not have a mask, one will be provided. 

• Door #2 will open 15 minutes prior to the start of each service. 

• Enter and exit through Door #2.  Door will be locked during and in-between services.  

• 125 people maximum for each worship service, no preregistration. 

• Hand sanitization stations are available. 

• All doors will be propped open for no contact entry.   

• Every other pew will be utilized.  When you enter sanctuary please fill pews front to back.  Exit 

will happen from the rear of the sanctuary forward. 

• Please separate yourself in pews from non-family members with 6 foot distance. 

• Contact free worship. Order of worship will be guided using slides and offering baskets will be 

available in the rear of the sanctuary.  

• Music will be provided by music ministry team with no congregational singing.  

• Please vacate church immediately following worship in order to accommodate cleaning between 

services. 

• Main bathrooms down the hall from the café will be available for emergency use.  Unused areas 

of the building will be blocked for public access.   

• Cleaning on main contact points will occur following each service. 

• There will be no Sunday school classes, Kidz church, or nursery care provided.  
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Dear Co-workers in Christ, 
 
Like many organizational leaders I work long and hard to try to be proactive rather than 
reactive in as many situations as possible.  That is to say that looking toward the future, 
trying to anticipate the needs of the church, and positioning myself to help meet those 
needs occupies a fair amount of my time and spiritual energy.  It is difficult when 
something comes out of the blue and I feel like I am on my heels reacting to something in 
the moment rather than staying ahead of what needs to be done. 

We live in a time in which proactivity has become increasingly difficult.  We have been 
faced with an increasing number of unanticipated circumstances that have put us in reactive mode much more 
often than many of us feel comfortable with. 

Recently I was introduced to a new term – “crisis fatigue.”  Over the past months many of us have found 
ourselves dealing with crisis fatigue and wondering what we will have to deal with next.    

Steven Covey says that “The problems we face fall in one of three areas: direct control (problems involving our 
own behavior); indirect control (problems involving other people’s behavior); or no control (problems we can 
do nothing about, such as our past or situational realities).”  (Stephen R. Covey, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
People, 93)  Part of what we need to do in our current ongoing state of crisis is to assess what is within our 
direct control, what is within indirect control, and what is outside our control. 

Let me just mention a few things that worry me in this moment that require me to work through 
this process: 

• Human sexuality and the United Methodist Church:  While our denominational discussions have 
been put on hold for another year, we continue to work to make our world a place of fidelity to 
the Bible and compassion toward all people.  What are the ways we can be faithful to our 
understanding of the Gospel regardless of what the denomination decides?  Who are we called 
to love and be a witness to? 

• COVID-19:  While experts evaluate, give advice, and recommend, we have to ask ourselves 
questions about what we have control over and what lies outside our control.  How can we be 
safe while also living lives of faith and confidence?  Can we do the small things (like wearing a 
mask) while trusting others to do the large things to make ourselves and others safe? 

• Race relations in America:  Can we recognize our common humanity, work toward a more 
equitable society, and affirm everyone’s worth as a child of God?  Can we do this in a way that 
recognizes both individual and societal racism, in which we offer confession to one another and 
God, and in which we move toward a more peaceful world?  Can we not compare our best 
behaviors with other people’s worst behaviors when discussing this and other issues? 

 
These are just a few of the things that weigh heavily on me and our society today.  I believe they are also things 
that weigh heavily on the heart of God and should weigh heavily on the hearts of God’s people.  The thing about 
crisis is that it is difficult but it also is often the occasion for people to discover a greater spirit within themselves.  
What is God calling us to discover in ourselves as we meet these challenges? 

One of my favorite theologians wrote a prayer that I am sure is familiar to many reading this letter.  My hope is 
that it will be our prayer as we move into God’s future:  “God, give us grace to accept with serenity the things 
that cannot be changed, courage to change the things that should be changed, and the wisdom to distinguish 
the one from the other.”  (Reinhold Niebuhr, Reinhold Niebuhr: Major Works on Religion and Politics, Kindle 
Location 10766)    

In Christ’s service, 
Brian 

The Pastor’s Place      Dr. Brian White, Lead Pastor 

                 bwhite@stmarkscarmel.org 

mailto:bwhite@stmarkscarmel.org
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Dear St. Mark’s family, 

Once there were two good roommates: Justice and Mercy.   

Those who had heard briefly of them were stunned that 
they managed to live together peacefully.  Justice was often 
seen as harsh and unforgiving.  Justice was strict and honest 
and when Justice became convinced that something was 
right, it took a great deal to change their mind.  In contrast, 
Mercy was described by those who liked them as being 
sympathetic and kind.  Those who did not like Mercy wrote 
them off as being soft and weak.  Truthfully, Mercy was quick to pity others and to forgive  
things that others would not.  Mercy was indeed sympathetic and generous to a fault.  For  
those who looked at the two roommates without really knowing them, they saw a disaster 
waiting to happen. 

For the people who did know Justice and Mercy well, they weren’t surprised that the friends 
made such good roommates.  It was because the two were their truest selves when in balance 
with the other.  Justice protected those who had been hurt.  Mercy made sure that revenge did 
not take place.  Mercy called for compassion and love.  Justice saw that no one took 
advantage.  When Justice became too rigid and threatened to go too far, Mercy tempered them 
with patience and understanding.  The two brought out the best in one another and people were 
better for knowing them both. 

Micah 6:8, He has told you, human one, what is good and what the Lord requires from you: to do 
justice, to love mercy, and walk humbly with your God. 

 
In Christ, 

Julia 

The Pastor’s Place      Julia Gonzales, Associate Pastor 

                 jgonzales@stmarkscarmel.org 

mailto:jgonzalas@stmarkscarmel.org
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The Pastor’s Place     Mary Ann Moman, Associate Pastor 

              mmoman@stmarkscarmel.org 

We are Saved by Beauty 

In his book “Beauty Will Save the World”  Gregory Wolfe says this:  “The imagination 
calls us to leave our personalities behind and temporarily to inhabit another’s  
experience, looking at the world with new eyes.  Art invites us to meet the Other—
whether that be our neighbor or the infinite otherness of God—and to achieve a new 
wholeness of spirit.”   

Many of the images we hold from this pandemic and racial unrest are those of  
violence.  The violence of the disease on the bodies of fellow citizens.  The violence of police and  
citizens toward each other has left indelible images in our minds and hearts.   

I have been struck by the images of beauty that I have seen over the last months.  Maybe you have 
seen some of these as well. 

• The video of the white policeman comforting the young black man who is crying. Beauty. 

• The many choirs that have sung together with the help of technology.  It is amazing how their 

voices blend even when they aren’t in the same room. Beauty. 

• People who have learned to smile with their eyes while wearing a mask. Beauty. 

• Flowers blooming in a field. Beauty. 

• Birds singing in the early morning. Beauty. 

• Plywood covering broken windows and protecting windows in downtown Indianapolis being 

turned into works of art.  Beauty. 

• People acknowledging their brokenness in the face of a system that is biased toward white  

people. Beauty. 

• Neighbors and friends checking on each other.  Beauty. 

• Participating in conversations about race and power and prejudice.  Beauty. 

• Listening to those who are different or who have different opinions without trying to fix each  

other. Beauty. 

Where have you seen beauty in these days?  How has that beauty changed you?   

Mary Ann 

 
 

mailto:jgonzalas@stmarkscarmel.org
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July Mission Focus 
 

Stephanie Cohen, Mission Coordinator 
scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 

 
 
 

Good Samaritan Network (GSN) is a collaborative network of nonprofit organizations in 

Hamilton County. They help provide immediate financial support to assist families with food, 

rent, utilities, medicines, and other household needs and supplies. GSN serves our community 

directly and indirectly, aiming to provide a hand-up and opportunities for personal 

empowerment.  

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, GSN is committed to serving our network and 
individuals facing food insecurities, shelter and utility issues in our county. This is an 
emergency, full of uncertainty for our Hamilton County neighbors in need. Your gift will 
help them survive and assist during the pandemic and in the aftermath! GSN alone has sent 
out 100,089 pounds of food in only five weeks to 43 food pantries, and 3 backpack programs.  

How Can I Help? 
• Please consider any financial support you can offer and give a gift online, stmarkscarmel.org/give. 

• Please consider giving an In-Kind donation.  Listed below are items that are in critical demand 

because of the unprecedented job loss our country has experienced. The biggest shortage are toys 
and games for children 5-12.  Families are challenged to find safe and healthy activities during the 
current pandemic. There are also household items needed. These donations can be dropped off in 
donation bins, located inside Door #2, Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM– 4:00 PM 

 New and Gently used toys (Ages 5-12) 

 New and Gently used clothing, coats, shoes and boots (youth/adult) 

 Paper Supplies (facial, toilet tissue, toweling, napkins, utensils, paper plates, etc.)  

 New Hygiene Supplies (deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, soap) 

 Baby Supplies (diapers, baby wipes, clothing) 

 Emergency Supplies (batteries, flashlights, can opener, wet wipes) 

 Gift Cards (shoe stores, Meijer, Walmart, Gas Cards, etc.) 

 
For more information, contact gsnlive.org or Stephanie Cohen, scohen@stmarkscarmel.org. 
 

mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/giving/
https://www.gsnlive.org/
mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
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Because You Give,  
St. Mark's Gives! 
Thank you for your generous support of the 
missions of St. Mark’s. Since the June 
newsletter, we have given to: 

• Blood Drive: 18 units of blood donated 

• Carmel UMC Food Pantry: $1070 

• East 10th UM Children & Youth Center:  

$6500, and 55 masks  

• Family Promise/IHN: Apartment 

Shelter Project household items  

• Fletcher Place Community Center: 

$300 from Amazon wish list 

• Hamilton County Kids Coats: $1000 

• Mustard Seed: $1500 

• Open Doors Food Pantry: $1100 

• Outreach Indiana:  $500 

• UMCOR COVID-19 Response: $2000 

• Third Phase Food Pantry: $1100 

• Peace With Justice Sunday: $175 

Donation & Service Opportunities 

Fletcher Place Oatmeal 
We are collecting oatmeal for 
the Fletcher Place food pantry 
all year. As St. Mark’s is “the 
Oatmeal Church,” please help 
us keep restocking their 
oatmeal supplies to feed those 
who depend on the food 
pantry! Oatmeal may be left at 
our contact-free donation bins 
inside Door #2 at St. Mark’s. 

 

Native American Ministries 
Sunday, July 19 

Through the UMC, a rotation of primarily Native 
American pastors lead today’s churches of 
Native Americans who live as Jesus-followers 
while honoring their unique cultural heritage and 
languages. By supporting this UMC ministry you 
help provide scholarships to empower local 
spiritual development and educate Native 
American seminary students to serve God 
faithfully. Financial donations may be given 

online at stmarkscarmel.org/give. 
 

IHN Apartment Shelter Project 
Thank you to St. Mark’s for donating countless 
household items to the IHN Apartment Shelter 
Project! With your generous contributions in 
partnership with Meridian Street UMC and St. 
Monica Catholic Church, we were able to 
provide all of the requested necessities for this 
apartment to shelter families on a rotating basis. 

Photo: L-R: Jeff Keyt, Donna Schwartz, Kathy 
DeaKyne, Jeff DeaKyne begin dropping off the 
many St. Mark’s  donations for the IHN 
Apartment Shelter.  

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/giving/
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July Programming 
We miss seeing you in person and can’t wait 
to hear all that you have learned while we 
have been apart. Each week many  
programming options are available: 

• Check out the Connect with Kidz website 

at stmarkscarmel.org/kidzconnect to find 
weekly Kidz Church and Kidz Music & 
Praise resources.  

• Join our St. Mark’s Kidz Facebook page 

stmarkscarmel.org/signups to watch a 
weekly Bible Story and object lesson and 
to share what you are up to each week. 

• Children ages 4-4th grade are invited to 

attend “Kidz Music & Praise Rocking 11 
AM” each Sunday morning on Zoom. For 
an invitation, contact Joyce Click at 
jclick@stmarkscarmel.org . 

• Club 56 Social Hour. 

Incoming 5th through 7th 
graders are invited to 
attend each week on 
Thursdays from 3-4 pm 
either in the St. Mark's 
parking lot (practicing social distancing 
and safety measures) or online via Zoom.  
Social Hour time includes games and 
activities, some Bible discussion and 
weekly challenges. This is a great 
opportunity to invite friends and 
neighbors to share in the fun!  Social Hour 
events will be supervised by St. Mark's 
staff and restrooms will be available 
during the activities.  Contact Ramie 
Cooney (rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org) 
for Zoom sign-in information.  We 
anticipate returning in person in  
mid- August. 

            
Dr. Ramie Cooney,   

Director Of Children’s Ministries 
            rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org 

Children Ministries Need 
Your Help! 
Do you have an hour a month to spare?  Please 
prayerfully consider how you might help model 
God’s love for the next generation of Christians 
this fall as we move into phase C of our  
re-opening plan.  There are opportunities to 
serve as a classroom leader or assistant at the 
9:40 and 11:00 services.  All materials are 
prepared and provided and you will be placed 
with a teammate so you can just have fun.  
Please contact kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org 
to sign-up or learn more. 
Vacation Bible School 
“Blast from the Past” Live 
Monday, July 6—Friday, July 10  
 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

Come join the fun with familiar 
faces, favorite music and loads 
of great activities!  Join along 
for five great sessions with 
classic Bible stories, experiments & crafts, and 
physical games.  Children can participate where 
they want, when they want in small 
neighborhood groups or in family units!  VBS 
“week” will go live as scheduled July 6-10 and 
remain available via our secure YouTube channel 
for the rest of the summer.  More information and 
registration available at stmarkscarmel.org/vbs  

Club 56 Mission Camp 
Monday, July 13— Thursday, July 16 

Incoming 5th-7th graders are invited to 
participate in our annual local mission camp from 
Monday July 13-16. Mission Camp will be held in 
person this summer. Students should register at 
stmarkscarmel.org/signups.  Cost is $10. 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/kidzconnect/
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/signups/
mailto:jclick@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/vbs/
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/signups/
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Cornerstone 
  Student Ministries  

Don K. Broad,  

Director of Student Ministries 

dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org 

Weekly Gatherings 
SUNDAY EVENINGS 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Grades 7-12 |  5:00 PM  
Parking Lot & Zoom 
 
Join us in the St. Mark’s parking lot every 
Sunday (photo below). We will also have 
Zoom available for students unable to attend.  
Students who are starting 7th grade in the Fall 
are welcome to attend. 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
Wednesday Night Worship | 6:00 PM 
Facebook Live  

Bible Study-Gospel of Mark | 6:30 PM 
Contact DKB  for login. 

 
THURSDAY EVENINGS 
DKB @ Starbucks Join Don on Zoom until  
restaurants reopen. Parents and students are all 
welcome!. Email DKB for login. 

Note:  The name of the game in the Summer of 
2020 is patience and flexibility. — DKB 

 

mailto:dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org
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Adult Discipleship 

  Dr. Jennifer Cloud-Buckner, Adult Discipleship Coordinator 
   grow@stmarkscarmel.org 

Weekday Study Groups  
WEDNESDAYS  

WED AM BIBLE STUDY, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and 
Loving the Bible Again  by Rachel Held Evans, 
7/8-8/26 

Led by Lydia Fourman 
online.  

If the Bible isn't a science 
book or an instruction 
manual, then what is it? 
How is the Bible 
“inspired?” In her final 
book before her tragic 
2019 death, Rachel Held 
Evans began a quest to 
understand what the 
Bible is and how it is 
meant to be read. Evans’ 
discoveries changed her and will change you 
too, as you encounter the living, breathing, 
captivating, and confounding book that can 
equip us to join God's loving and redemptive 
work. Books will be available by coordinating 
with Lydia Fourman and/or picking up in the 
church entrance. Sign up on the website or email 
grow@stmarkscarmel.org to receive the 
syllabus, and to connect to the online meeting. 
Lydia Fourman facilitates 
(4manternlyd@gmail.com).  

THURSDAYS 
AM STUDY GROUP, 9:30 AM-11:00 AM 
The Thursday study will break for summer until 
after Labor Day. Occasional social gatherings 
will take place on Zoom. Email Janet Brown 
jgrandeyb@gmail.com for information. Led by 
Judy Woempner and Janet Brown. 

 

FRIDAYS 

FRIDAY AM STUDY, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
Occasional Friday online social gatherings,  
July-August, TBD  
 
Friday AM Study will take their usual summer 
break from a formal study but will occasionally 
gather on Fridays for social time on Zoom. Email 
Stephanie Cohen (scohen@stmarkscarmel.org) 
to learn more. Friday study will resume  
August 21 with Candace Payne’s Defiant Joy.  

 

 

 

Learn more and sign up on stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups.  
Email Jennifer Cloud-Buckner (grow@stmarkscarmel.org) or  

call (317)846-4912 x. 214 with questions. 

mailto:grow@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:grow@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:4manternlyd@gmail.com
mailto:jgrandeyb@gmail.com
mailto:jgrandeyb@gmail.com
mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups
mailto:grow@stmarkscarmel.org
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adult discipleship 

Sunday Morning Groups 
CUTTING EDGE—9:30 A.M. ONLINE 
Learn about the Bible by following the Revised 
Common Lectionary, an ongoing 3-year cycle 
through the Bible’s Old and New Testaments. 
Contact Steve Click for the online meeting info 
(sclick52@gmail.com).  
 
FOUNDATIONS & FRIENDSHIPS-9:30 A.M. 
Email Doug Brown (dthbrown@gmail.com) for 
the online meeting information.  
  
REEL SPIRITUALITY—11:00 A.M. ONLINE 
Lydia and Terry Fourman are facilitating 
discussions of online videos (e.g., sermons, TED 
Talks) during church closures. For video links and 
meeting info, email 4manternlyd@gmail.com . 
 
VENTURE—2:00 P.M.  EVERY OTHER SUNDAY 
Venture Class is meeting at 2:00p.m. by phone 
and computer on every other Sunday afternoon 
during the church closures. Contact Jean 
Douglass or Jennifer C-B 
(grow@stmarkscarmel.org) to learn how to 
connect with your phone or computer.   

 
JOURNEY and OPEN DOORS / OPEN IDEAS 
These groups have not yet set up online 
meetings during the church closure. 

 

The Wired Word  
St. Mark's subscribes to The Wired Word, a 
weekly email devotional for personal study and 
group discussions. Topics are wide-ranging and 
directly relate scriptures to news stories. Recent 
topics included generosity, corruption, prayer, 
loneliness, homelessness, neighborliness, 
televangelism, ecology, rock music, world events, 
and more. If you'd like to receive this email, 
please email Jennifer at 
grow@stmarkscarmel.org or call the church 
office (317)846-4912, ext. 214.  

Don’t Use a Computer?  
Use Your Phone to Call  
into Online Meetings 
If you’re uncomfortable using a computer or 
don’t have one,  please know that our online 
group meetings on Zoom can be reached with 
any phone.  By calling a phone number and 
entering the provided meeting ID number and 
password, Zoom will connect the audio of your 
phone to the computer meeting. Others in the 
group can see each other on the computer 
screen, but they will still be able to hear your 
voice and you can hear them. If your computer 
issues have been a hurdle to connecting to our 
community, please contact Jennifer at  
(317) 846-4912, ext. 214, for the phone 
connection info to the group studies that 
interest you.  

 

Reminder: “Walk” Alumni 
Have you ever taken part in a Walk to Emmaus, 
Chrysalis Flight, Great Banquet, Cursillo, Tres 
Dias, or similar event? Join the list of list of St. 
Mark’s alumni of these intensive spiritual 
weekends who might want to share in small 
covenant accountability groups or other 
discipleship growth. If you’ve not already signed 
up, please fill in the online form at 
stmarkscarmel.org/walkalumni/ or call Jennifer 
Cloud-Buckner at (317) 846-4912, ext. 214. 

 

Career Curve 
Mondays, 10:00 AM | Zoom Meeting  

If you’re experiencing job loss or preparing for 
career transitions, learn more about this support 
and resource group on p. 13.  

mailto:sclick52@gmail.com
mailto:dthbrown@gmail.com
mailto:4manternlyd@gmail.com
mailto:grow@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/walkalumni/
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 UMW Meeting 
            Tuesday, July 14 |  9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 
UMW will continue to stay connected this summer by Zoom. It will be an 
informal time of greeting and sharing with each other, addressing joys 
and concerns, and lifting our spirits with prayer and devotions Watch for a 
Zoom meeting invitation by email.  

 Open Groups 

BOOKMARKERS 
Tuesday,  August 11 | 7:00 PM 

The evening group will read and enjoy 
Sensible Shoes by Sharon Garlough Brown 
and Long Way Down  by Jason Reynolds. 
Contact Deb Skinner with questions, 
dskins25@hotmail.com . 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
Monday, August 31 | 7:00 PM 
The United Methodist Women’s National 
Office recommends a diverse range of books 
with the intention of broadening exposure to 
a variety of concepts. This program organizes 
books into five categories  Our UMW Reading 
Program group selects a book from each of 
the categories meeting five times a year for 
book discussion and fellowship. Contact 
Susan Salter at sbf5salter@att.net for more 
information. 

Arts & Crafts Sale 
Saturday, 11/7 | 9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
All crafts and art work will be homemade by 
area artisans or by members of St. Mark’s. 
Refreshments will be available at the Candy 
Cane Café as well as the bake sale table.  

Vendors who wish to rent a table may 
contact  Gail Lee at  (315) 650-5352. Vendors 
may rent either one or two tables.  The rent 
for each table is $35.00. 

UMW Mission Outreach 
HOPE CENTER 
Hope Center in Indianapolis provides housing 
and services for adults who are escaping 
human trafficking. During the current 
pandemic they are working hard to keep the 
facility clean and germ-free for residents. The 
following items are being collected: wipes, 
disinfectant spray, ammonia-free glass cleaner, 
spray carpet cleaner, laundry detergent pods, 
floor cleaner (ex: Pine Sol) If you would like to 
make a donation you may place them in the 
Red Tote inside Door #2 or call Linda Schenk 
to pick up from your porch. (Call 812-454-0661 
or lschenk@att.net) 

UMW Fall Kick Off 
Tuesday, September 8 | 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Join as for our Annual Kick Off meeting in 
September. Watch for more information this 
Summer! 

Bingo Fun 
June 14-August 31 

Join the Fun! UMW Bingo will run from 
Sunday, June 14th through August 31rst. The 
Bingo cards consist of a combination of 
spiritual and physical activities; both which are 
good for the soul. For more information, go to 
our website, stmarkscarmel.org/bingo. 

mailto:dskins25@hotmail.com
mailto:sbf5salter@att.net
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/bingo/
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 open groups 

The United Methodist 
Men Breakfasts are held 
the 2nd Saturday of  
every month.   
Saturday, July 11 

If church is not re-opened we will have a Zoom 
Meeting. 

United Methodist Men provides a creative,  
supportive fellowship of men who seek to  
know Jesus Christ, to grow spiritually, and to 
seek daily his will. For more information about  
UMM contact Tom Roberts, email 
umm@stmarkscarmel.org or call  a UMM Board 
Member. You can also see what’s going on at 
stmarkscarmel.org/umm. Come and join us! 

Marksmen 
 July 2, 16 & 30 | 7:30 AM 

A community of career-and family-focused 
men seeking to develop relationships while we 
unplug from the daily stress that life can bring. 
Meet every other Thursday.  

We will be meeting in the St. Mark’s Parking Lot 
for our July Meetings (weather permitting). 
Please bring your own Coffee.  If you have any 
questions, email marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org 

UMM Breakfast Meetings Virtual Coffee Hour 
Sundays, 2:00 PM | Thursdays, 4:00 PM 
Until we can meet in  
person again, we’ll be  
offering informal Zoom 
gatherings on Sundays at 
2 p.m. and Thursdays at 4 
p.m. This will be a chance 
to sit, enjoy your preferred beverage and snack, 
and spend time with other St. Mark’s members. 
This is a casual gathering, so feel free to join us 
when it is convenient for you. To join in, email 
your first and last name and preferred email 
address by 5:00pm on the day before the ses-
sion to the facilitator (for Thursdays, email Missi 
Koenig mkoenig@stmarkscarmel.org. For  
Sundays: Pastor Julia Gonzales jgonza-
les@stmarkscarmel.org). 

 

mailto:umm@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/umm/
mailto:marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:mkoenig@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:jgonzales@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:jgonzales@stmarkscarmel.org
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Monday 
COFFEE ‘N CAMERAS 
Will resume when we return to building 

This self-help camera group meets for  
conversation about photographic art &  
technique. Bring your camera & your  
questions. Contact Bob Wiens, 
wiens@iquest.net for more information. 

CAREER CURVE 
10:00 AM (Available on Zoom until  building 
reopens) 
A support and resource group for those who 
have suffered a job loss, are unemployed or  
under-employed and seeking a change.  The 
mission of Career Curve is to provide  
individual job search strategies, and informal 
counsel associated with the challenges of a 
job search. For more information contact  
Jim & Chuck, coordinators at  
careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org. 

Tuesday 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Join us  as we prayerfully knit and crochet 
prayer shawls that will be used to provide 
comfort and solace to people in need.  
Supplies are available. Men are welcome too! 
Group meets December, March, May, July, 
September . Contact Judy Bonnet for more 
information at bonnetjm@icloud.com. 

PAGE TURNER BOOK CLUB 
Tuesday, July 21 |  7:00 PM-8:00 PM 

Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan 
Join us the 3rd Tuesday of each month if 
you enjoy good books, discussions, and  
a shared evening with new/old friends.   
If you have any questions, contact Marcia  
Flora, mflora1950@yahoo.com . Weather  
permitting, the meeting will be held in the St. 
Mark’s Parking Lot. 

Open Group Schedule 

Wednesday 
ROMEOS (RETIRED OLD MEN EATING OUT) 
Will resume after stay-at-home ends 
All men are invited for a weekly Wednesday 
lunch.  

MOBS (WEDNESDAY RIDE) 
Rides will not resume in July. 
This is a shorter ride (10-12 miles) at a leisurely 
pace (10 mph). Begin from St. Mark’s  
parking lot and last about 1 hour. Sign up at 
stmarkscarmel.org/signups For more  
information contact mob@stmarkscarmel.org. 

Thursday 
JULIETS  
Will resume in the Fall 
Juliets (Just Us Ladies Into Eating Out  
Together) every 3rd Thursday. Meet at a  
different restaurant every month. For more 
information, contact Barbara Johnson,   
(317) 863-2689, timberblj@gmail.com. 

BRIDGE  
Will resume in the Fall 
Bridge Group meets weekly. For more  
information contact the church office. 

CRAFT & HOBBY GROUP 
We will continue a hold on our in-person  
meetings for July. Join us on Facebook at "St. 
Mark's UMC Craft & Hobby Group". Share 
what you've been working on or get ideas for 
new projects! Contact Kathy Bartel, 
 krbartel@gmail.com,with questions.  

SATURDAY MOBS (SATURDAY RIDE) 
Rides will not resume in July. 

This is for riders comfortable riding on country 
roads & trails begin from various locations. 
These rides are 15-20 miles at 14-16 mph.  
Signup at stmarkscarmel.org/signups. For 
more information, contact 
mob@stmarkscarmel.org. 

open groups 

mailto:wiens@iquest.net
mailto:careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:bonnetjm@icloud.com
mailto:mflora1950@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ba9a722a13-mobrides2
mailto:mob@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:timberblj@gmail.com
mailto:krbartel@gmail.com,
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/signups/
mailto:mob@stmarkscarmel.org.
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Beyond Tolerance by Gustav Niebuhr (Book Discussion) 
Sunday, July 19 | 10:00 AM via Zoom 

Mary Hayes will lead a Zoom discussion of the book “Beyond Tolerance” by Gustav 
Niebuhr on Sunday, July 19 at 10:00 am.  This discussion was originally scheduled for 
March 22, but was postponed due to the COVID-19 outbreak.  There are currently  
4 copies available through St. Mark’s, or you can order the Kindle version for  
your smart phone or tablet on Amazon.com.  Please contact Amy Adams 
aadams@stmarkscarmel.org to register for the Zoom discussion or to obtain one of 
St. Mark’s copies of the book. 

 

Holy Walk Postponed until 2021 
December 3 & 4, 2021 

Due to concerns on holding Holy Walk this year because of the 
COVID-19, Holy Walk has been postponed until 2021. 

Please mark your calendars with this new date! 

 

Celebrate the 5th of July St. Mark’s Style 
Sunday July 5 | 3:00 PM 

St. Mark’s has a long and proud tradition for hosting a float in the 
Carmel Fest Parade. This year St. Mark’s will be hosting a parade and 
party of our own in our parking lot. Families are invited to decorate 
their cars wagon, bikes, or selves. A walking parade will begin around 
the parking lot with families spaced out for safety. Once the parade is 
complete families can enjoy a food truck, sidewalk chalk area, and a line 
dance area. The event will be outside with social distancing guidelines 
and restrooms available inside with health and safety guidelines. Join 
the fun. Invite your friends and neighbors  

Please direct all questions to the Children Ministry team at kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Events 

mailto:aadams@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:at%20kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org.
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Committee News 

Finance 
At face value, it would appear the current 
situation we have all been managing finally 
caught up with St. Mark’s in May.  We ran a net 
deficit against budget of nearly $14,000:  
donations were unfavorable to budget by $19.5k 
but offset by lesser expenses of approx. $5,600.  
As reported in the past, we continue to meet 
our wages and missions’ obligations, plus we 
continue to maintain the building and grounds.   

As hinted, I said at “face value…”  May is typically 
a down month for donations as compared to 
the first four months (whereas expenses are 
mostly straight-lined) – and history continues to 
repeat itself; i.e., your generous donations were 
in line with expectations, as compared to prior 
years, and given we have been especially 
blessed in prior months, we are “net favorable” 
against budget on a year to date basis.  These 
statements are exclusive of any tithes to the 
conference or PPP funds the church received 
May 1st; recall that the leadership has elected to 
withhold our tithes to the conference until our 
financial position has been fully clarified.  
Expenses will not drop off during the summer, 
so I ask that you continue to pray for our church, 
our leaders, and doctors for a cure, as well as to 
prayerfully consider what you contribute so that 
St. Marks may continue with its vision, mission, 
and values.  “Because you give, St. Mark’s gives.” 

Faithfully submitted 
Bill Nicolai 
Finance Chair 
 

 
 
 

Library News 
All are looking forward 
to the reopening of the 
St. Mark’s Library later 
this summer.  Until that 
time, borrowed books, 
DVD’s and donated 
materials can be 
dropped in the book 
return box located just 
inside Door # 2.  Books 
will be disinfected following the same 
procedures as Carmel Clay Library.  

Book requests can be sent to the office staff 
at staff@stmarkscarmel.org and you will be 
notified by email when your materials can be 
picked up from the  basket which is also 
located just inside Door # 2. 

Registering Attendance 
We are grateful for your presence in  
online worship. Please register your  
attendance once per month by emailing 
attend@stmarkscarmel.org. 

Please include the names of all attending 
worship.  

Thank you for being a part of St. Mark’s 
wherever you are! 

mailto:staff@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:attend@stmarkscarmel.org.
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Directory Updates 
Joel & Teresa Ilten 
12691 S. Hagen Street 
Olathe KS  66062 

Wayne & Deb Uhl 
8534 Olde Mill Circle East Drive 
Indianapolis, IN  46260 
 

Sympathy 
To Stephanie Hilton at the death of her mother, 
Beverly Campbell. 

To Kathy Bartel at the death of her aunt, Judy 
Born. 

Births 
Celia Rose Barnekow was born June 17. Her 
parents are Jeremy and Courtney, sister Iris and 
brother Tobias.  

In Our Congregation 
St. Mark’s Family, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful plant and 
all your thoughts and prayers. We really 
appreciate all the love and support during this 
difficult time. 

With Love,  
The Hilton Family 

Community News 

New Mothers Ministry 
Everyone loves a baby!  And we 
need your help in welcoming 
those new little members to our 
congregation.  Please consider 
joining the St. Mark’s New 
Mothers Ministry.  Each volunteer 
is assigned one month in which they will deliver a 
gift bag filled with goodies and the rose from the 
altar table to parents of a new baby.  Gift bags are 
already made up; all you need to do is pick it up 
from the church office and arrange a time to drop 
it off to the family.  Contact Amy Adams at 
aadams@stmarkscarmel.org to sign up! 

Circle of Care 
The Circle of Care list includes St. Mark’s  
members and friends who are homebound or in a 
care facility. Your prayers for these brothers and 
sisters in Christ mean so much to them and to 
their families.   Please remember: 
Annette Dunlap Clara Breisch 
Jane Roberts  Mary Hart  
Betty Lachman Ola Morrow 
Jerry & Phyllis Delp Vallie Williams 
Mary Pielemeier Don Ranck 
Judy & Tom Hebenstreit  Hilda Meyers 
 

Preschool Openings 
Our wonderful St. Mark’s Preschool has a few openings for the 2020-2021 
school year in the 2’s and 4’s classes.  If you know of any families with little 
ones who may be interested (they do not have to be a church member), 
please share this information with them. If you would like to schedule a tour or have any questions, 
please call or email the director, Jennifer Weixler, 317-846-4912 or preschool@stmarkscarmel.org. You 
can also visit our website, stmarkscarmel.org/ preschool We are already planning for another great 
school year next year! 

mailto:aadams@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:preschool@stmarkscarmel.org
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Social Justice Resisting Racism 
Together with your Social Justice Team, fellow members of St. Mark’s, and in unity with our brothers 
and sisters of color across the US and throughout the world, we urge you to take an active and  
intentional role in resisting racism at every level. 

In 2016, the United Methodist Church Book of Resolutions, #3378, resolved that “every  annual  
conference, district, and local church should be engaged, intentionally, in being an anti-racist church, 
not merely on paper, but in action.” 

Further, our Social Principles acknowledge that “…we recognize racism as sin and affirm the 
ultimate and temporal worth of all persons.” 

 

Steps you can take 

• Pray. Offer your petitions to God. Ask for guidance in the actions you take. Then act. 

• Educate yourself. The Social Justice Team has a list of resources available. 

• Join the conversation. Use your communication channels to voice your opposition to 
racism in all its forms.  

• Identify yourself as an ally. Silent support can mean a missed opportunity for collabora-
tion. Consider how your visibility as an ally helps others feel confident to express their 
support as well.  

 
 

Open Discussion On Racism  
Sunday, July 12 | 7:00 PM 

 

Not sure what to say or do? Let’s talk about it! 

The Social Justice Team is hosting another open discussion via Zoom on 
Sunday, July 12 at 7:00 pm.  

Jennifer Fogo will facilitate conversation about how we as individuals 
and Christians can resist racism and show support for its victims. Come 
to listen. Come to speak. All are welcome. 

RSVP for Zoom call-in information by contacting Amy Adams at 
aadams@stmarkscarmel.org. 

 

mailto:aadams@stmarkscarmel.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20SJC%20discussion%20on%20June%207
mailto:aadams@stmarkscarmel.org
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The Retro Brothers &  
Ice Cream Social 
Sunday, July 19 | 
2:00 PM 
The Retro Brothers 
consist of Dan 
Vincent, Norman 
Knight, two acoustic 
guitars, two 
microphones, an occasional harmonica, two 
lava lamps, and many songs that are sure to 
delight, surprise and trigger fond memories of 
the 1960’s and 1970’s.  The concert will be 
held outside. 

The Fellowship committee invites you to join 
us for an Ice Cream Social following the Retro 
Brothers concert. Ice cream treats will be 
individually prepackaged items and members 
of the Fellowship committee will be serving 
these while wearing masks and gloves.  
 
Be sure to invite your friends and neighbors, 
as these events are open to all! Subject to 
change due to recommendations on social 
distancing & Covid-19. 

 
Worship Wednesdays  
On the Lawn 
Wednesdays | 6:00 PM 

Join us at St. Mark’s 
outside on the Lawn 
(weather 
permitting) or 
through Facebook 
Live for a short 
devotional and music. 


