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COVID-19 Reopening Plan Guidelines 

ALL PHASES MUST FOLLOW CDC GUIDELINES: PHYSICAL DISTANCING, FACE MASKS, AND HAND SANITIZER 
AT ENTRY POINTS. Continue to shelter in place if you are high risk (65 and older, underlying health condition). Stay 
at home if you are sick, until at least 10 days past initial symptoms, AND 3 days fever-free (without medicine), AND 
no respiratory symptoms.   Recommendations for cleaning and sanitizing will be followed in all phases. For updates 
check out the St. Mark’s website, stmarkscarmel.org/reopening. We are currently in Phase B. 

 Phase A  

Starting May 31 

    Phase B 

Started July 12 

Phase C 

TBD 

Phase D 

TBD 

 

Church Office 

• Open with limited hours. 

(M-W, 9:00 AM to 12:00 

PM) 

• Sanctuary open for  

prayer time.  

• Limited hours continue 

• Sanctuary open for individual 

prayer during office hours. 

• Increase office 

hours 

• Schedule             

&  

Protocol 

TBD 

 

Worship 

• Online worship service 

continues to be offered 

• Worship team may  

gather and  record in the 

sanctuary (Adults only)  

• Online worship service  

continues to be offered 

• Live family worship services 

with restrictions. (9 Current  & 

11  Traditional Service will be 

offered) 

• Online worship 

service continue 

• Live family  

worship  

continues with  

restrictions 

• Schedule 

&  

Protocol 

TBD 

 

Adult  

Ministries 

• Online presence  

continues for small 

groups,  

• Parking lot gatherings 

allowed. Leader must 

schedule with office.  

• Online presence continues for 

small groups, Bible studies, 

Sunday  classes. 

• Limited live gatherings  

allowed (except Sunday  

morning) Meeting must be  

scheduled with office. 

• Online presence 

continues for 

small groups, 

Bible studies and 

Sunday classes 

• Limited live  

gatherings must 

be scheduled. 

• Schedule 

&            

Protocol 

TBD 

  

 

Student  

Ministries 

• Online presence  

continues to be offered. 

• Parking lot gatherings 

allowed, with Adult 

Supervision . 

• Online presence continues to 

be offered. 

• Limited live gatherings in the 

building  allowed with Adult  

supervision. 

• Third Street 

Rehearsals may 

resume in the 

building. 

• Schedule 

& 

Protocol 

TBD 

Children  

Ministries 

• Online presence  

continues to be offered 

• Playground is closed. 

• Online presence continues  

• Parking lot family events  

offered. 

• Playground is closed . 

• Online presence 

continues. 

• Limited Children’s 

programming 

begins. 

• Playground opens 

• Schedule 

& 

Protocol 

TBD 

Non-Church 

Meetings 

• On-site meetings  

postponed. 

• On Site meetings postponed • On site meetings 

postponed. 

• Schedule  

& Proto-

col TBD 

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/reopening-plan/
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What to Expect When We Return to Worship 
WORSHIP TIMES 
9:00 a.m. The Current 

11:00 a.m. Traditional service 

 

CDC Recommendations 

Continue to shelter in place if you are high risk (65 and older, underlying health condition) 

Please stay at home if you are sick, until at least 10 days past initial symptoms, AND 3 days fever free 
(without medicine), AND no respiratory symptoms.   

 

Safety Precautions 

• Masks will be required.  If you do not have a mask, one will be provided. 

• Door #2 will open 15 minutes prior to the start of each service. 

• Enter and exit through Door #2.  Door will be locked during and in-between services.  

• 125 people maximum for each worship service, no preregistration. 

• Hand sanitization stations are available. 

• All doors will be propped open for no-contact entry.   

• Every other pew will be utilized.  When you enter sanctuary, please fill pews front to back.  Exit 

will happen from the rear of the sanctuary forward. 

• Please separate yourself in pews from non-family members with 6-foot distance. 

• Contact-free worship. Order of worship will be guided using slides and offering baskets will be 

available in the rear of the sanctuary.  

• Music will be provided by music ministry team with no congregational singing.  

• Please vacate church immediately following worship in order to accommodate cleaning between 

services. 

• Main bathrooms down the hall from the café will be available for emergency use.  Unused areas 

of the building will be blocked for public access.   

• Cleaning on main contact points will occur following each service. 

• There will be no Sunday school classes, Kidz church, or nursery care provided.  
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Dear Co-workers in Christ, 

As we approach August I am reminded how social media is often filled with 
photos of people sending their children off to school.  In some of the pictures 
young ones are going off to pre-school or kindergarten for the first time.  In 
some, students are advancing from one level of public school to the next: 
elementary school to junior high school or junior high to high school. And in 
some, parents are dropping their young adult children off to college for the first 
time.   

Each of these rites of passage has its own emotional element. And sometimes the emotions are 
different if you are a child and if you are a parent.  There is almost always an element of celebration 
as well as an element of sadness. We could, of course, add the return of teachers to school for the 
year to this emotional mix and complicate things even further!  Suffice it to say, that each year there 
is an element of promise that leads us into the next year. As students leave school in the spring 
there is the tacit expectation that they will return or move on to the next phase. 

This year these rituals are complicated by a level of unprecedented uncertainty.  Parents are having 
to make decisions about sending their children back to the classroom or facilitating virtual learning.  
Teachers are having to negotiate balancing their commitment to teaching and their commitment to 
personal health and safety.  All of normal back to school rituals, like shopping for clothes and school 
supplies, are filled with doubt and confusion.  

We at the church have been making similar decisions.  How do we worship in a way that helps 
connect people while also providing a safe worship environment?  How do we connect in small 
groups and study group most effectively?  What is the prudent course between panic and caution?   

As you probably know by now we are continuing to take small steps back onto the church 
property.  We have begun worshiping in the building with live streaming.  We have had 
Wednesday Worship on the lawn as well as a family concert on the lawn.  We have groups meeting 
in the parking lot and under the shade of trees in our church yard.  It is good to be physically 
together but we also know that people should only come back together safely and in small 
numbers at the moment. 

In the weeks and months ahead we will be evaluating the COVID-19 situation and making the best 
decisions to serve God faithfully and safely.  Please know that you continue to be in our thoughts 
and prayers as we plan and proceed.  Wherever we are, at church or at home, God is always there!  
Thank you for continuing to be the fellowship of the church during this challenging time. 

In Christ, 
Brian 

 

The Pastor’s Place      Dr. Brian White, Lead Pastor 

                 bwhite@stmarkscarmel.org 

mailto:bwhite@stmarkscarmel.org
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Dear St. Mark’s family, 

This last month saw Kyle and I moving to a bigger apartment. It 
was a long weekend of cleaning, moving boxes, and second 
guessing where everything would fit. One of the harder parts of 
the move though came in the form of our 4-year-old boxer 
mix, Addi. We adopted Addi back in February and she’s quickly 
become a part of our family. Addi was already nervous about 
the move from the ever-growing number of boxes but 
struggled even more at the sight of strange men (friends of 
ours) who came to help us move. 

Addi's prejudice against men was earned in ways of which we're not certain but we still acknowledge. 
Life is rarely kind for a rescue pup. It took her a few weeks to get used to Kyle, but with patience (and 
a lot of treats) she now is always happy to see her second favorite human. On the morning that the 
guys arrived, she was anxious and hiding from them, prejudiced against them due to her past 
experiences with abuse. 

Prejudice is a loaded word, especially in these times.  We all have prejudices and biases that are born 
from our past experiences as well as what we've been taught about the world around us.  We use this 
knowledge to determine how we can best interact with other people.  Prejudice can be a form of 
protection for some, but for others it is used as a justification for doing harm.  As followers of Christ, 
we’re still human.  We are imperfect and have biases.  But part of our faith is that we are willing to 
check ourselves, acknowledge where we struggle and fail, and then do the work to change ourselves. 
Especially when we realize that our prejudice are harming ourselves and others. Change is never easy, 
but I have to believe that with God all things are possible (Matthew 19:26). 

As for Addi and the movers?  Thanks to their patience with her, by the end of the day she was 
begging them for attention and treats.  She’s a shameless pup. 

 
Take care, 

Julia 

The Pastor’s Place      Julia Gonzales, Associate Pastor 

                 jgonzales@stmarkscarmel.org 

mailto:jgonzalas@stmarkscarmel.org
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The Pastor’s Place     Mary Ann Moman, Associate Pastor 

              mmoman@stmarkscarmel.org 

It has been eighteen weeks since I have distanced myself from the ordinary in my life.  
The first few weeks I spent a lot of time listening or watching the news.  Depending on 
the source I could find completely opposite information being shared.  I was struck by 
how many words were used to say, “I don’t know”.  Now, four and a half months into 
the crisis, we know so much more and there are lots of words to explain what we 
know.  As in the beginning, there is still so much we don’t know.  I have stopped 
watching the news.  I prefer to read the news from sources I trust.   

Almost every conversation I have eventually comes round to COVID-19.  I find that I 
am saying the same things over and over.  My words don’t change the reality of the crisis.  I am still 
looking for ways to make sense of the reality that we are facing.   

 In the last few months I have put together several puzzles.  The last one I did had a surprise.  There 
was an extra piece.  I kept looking for the place the piece fit.  Then I discovered that it was a duplicate 
of one I had already placed in the puzzle.  This had never happened to me.  I wondered if there was 
someone who is putting together the same puzzle and is missing this piece.   

Sometimes in my efforts to make sense of things, I miss the joy that is present in the moment.  It took 
me several days to finish the puzzle.  The picture of the puzzle was always in front of me.  I could see it, 
but I didn’t see the pieces in the right places. So every time I put a piece in the right place I celebrated.  
The celebration was a simple “Got it”.  

We don’t have a picture of what the world will look like at the end of this crisis.  But we are reminded 
that God has a vision for the world that includes abundance and joy.  In Jesus’ words to the disciples 
recorded in John 15 – 16 he tells them:  “I have said these things to you so that my joy will be in you and 
your joy will be complete.  This is my commandment:  love one another as I have loved you.”  

May you have the courage to love as Jesus loved.  May you know joy.  May you hold the pieces lightly 
until the way is made clear. 

 
 

mailto:jgonzalas@stmarkscarmel.org
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August Mission Focus 
 

Stephanie Cohen, Mission Coordinator 
scohen@stmarkscarmel.org 

 
 
 

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene are essential for good health and well-being.   

Did you know: 

• Water is used not only for drinking, but also for bathing, cooking, cleaning, 

waste disposal and agriculture. 

• 668 million people in the world do not have reliable access to clean drinking 

water. 

• Over 668 million people lack access to water for agriculture and other 

household tasks to meet everyday needs. 

• 1.8 billion lack adequate toilets. 

• Lack of access to basic services and the education regarding healthy behaviors result in more than 

1000 children a day dying from diseases which were mostly preventable. 
 
This month St. Mark’s is raising funds for the United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) program that implements projects through a network of partners in 
countries that have the highest levels of childhood diseases and death, and least access to basic WASH 
services. UMCOR and its partners are working on long-term solutions that start with communities' 
priorities and agendas and support the change that they want to make in their lives. They help 
communities take ownership of their water and sanitation systems and build lasting strategies and 
solutions to ensure they will benefit in the future.  UMCOR partners are either national non-governmental 
organizations or local community-based organizations. Through this network, partners must present 
project proposals on a yearly cycle to support the communities' goals in WASH and present an overview 
of their capacities to carry out their plans. Your support for UMCOR-WASH supports their partners' 
critical work! 

How Can I Help? 
• Support this work by making a financial donation online at stmarkscarmel.org/give. 

 
For more information, please contact Stephanie Cohen, scohen@stmarkscarmel.org. 

mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/give
mailto:scohen@stmarkscarmel.org
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Because You Give,  
St. Mark's Gives! 
Thank you for your generous support of the 
missions of St. Mark’s. Since the July newsletter, 
we have given to: 

• Fletcher Place Community Center: 50 

sack meals, 24 containers of Oatmeal, 

6 bags of food 

• Good Samaritan Network: 4 bags of 

clothing, 2 bags of household items, 2 

diaper packages, 6 toy packages  

• Greater Indy Habitat for Humanity: 

$5460 

• Outreach Indiana:  $500 

• Personal Hygiene kit supplies: 7 bags 

• Third Phase Christian Center: 4 bags of 

food, 1 bag household items, 10 plants 

• UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund: 
$1100. 

Donation & Service Opportunities 

St. Mark’s Blood Drive 
 Sunday September 13 | 8:30 AM-1:15 PM               

Sign up now for the next 
Blood Drive! People Need 
People. Can you help save a 
life and roll up your sleeve? 
Healthy individuals are 
needed to donate blood today! Versiti staff are 
following CDC recommendations on how to 
properly defend against COVID-19, and the 
donation process itself poses no risk of infecting 
a donor with COVID-19. Visit versiti.org to learn 
more about the continued importance of blood 
donation, and the steps Versiti is taking to keep 
our donors safe. Contact Mindy Davis at 
Melinda.kay.moores.davis@gmail.com for more 
info. Register at stmarkscarmel.org/signups.  

Habitat for Humanity and 
Thrivent Faith Build  
September 2020 

St. Mark’s is partnering with 
others from the Indianapolis faith 
community to work on building a 
home for the Belton Family. 
Habitat for Humanity and 
Thrivent Faith Builds bring local churches 
together to raise roofs, walls, funds, and prayers 
to build a house in partnership with a family in 
your community. It’s an opportunity to live out 
your church’s ministry, engage your members 
and see the miracle that occurs when God 
touches the hearts of new homeowners and the 
volunteers who work alongside them. More info 
and September build dates for St. Mark’s 
members coming soon!  
For questions contact Joe or Diane Newton at 
joediane244@att.net  

mailto:Melinda.kay.moores.davis@gmail.com
https://donate.indiana.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/133609
mailto:joediane244@att.net
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Donations Needed in August 
During the month of August, we are collecting personal items of greatest need for OUTREACH 
INDIANA: hope for homeless youth. Outreach provides a plethora of services and assistance for 
homeless teens/youth, empowering them to work towards long-term goals of stability.  Items may be 
dropped off at our contact-free donation bins inside Door #2, Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-4:00 pm.  

Youth Supplies 
• New medium & large underwear and bras. 

• New or gently used men’s & womens tennis shoes. 

• Men’s pants, sizes 30 x 32 and 32 x 34 

• Flip flops. 

• Travel size hand sanitizer. 

• Shampoo and Deodorant. 

• Backpacks. 
 

Mission Campers bring love and beauty! 
Last month our Mission Camp 2020 youth spent three days learning about the impact of mission work  
and serving others. On day one, they were led by awesome interns Caleb and Katelyn in designing  
inventions that would make the world a better place. While then packing 100 sack meals for clients  
of Fletcher Place Community Center, they added their message of love and hope as the primary  
ingredient.  

The next two days Mission Campers put love into action by working hard to improve the grounds of  
Third Phase Christian Center in Noblesville. Safely working alongside each other they completed clean 
up of several neglected landscape areas, adding beauty to the already welcoming property for  
residents in need whom they serve. Their final touch was each camper planting flowers in the  
previously weed-filled bed. Ms. Sandra and Ms. Peggy were truly grateful for the group’s hard work!  

  

donation &service opportunities 
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August Programming 
We miss seeing you in person and can’t wait 
to hear all that you have learned while we 
have been apart.  Each week, families are 
invited to our current activities: 

• Children are welcome to attend in-person 

worship services in the sanctuary with 
their families at this time.  Kidz Kits are 
available in the sanctuary to help enhance 
the worship experience for our youngest 
congregants. 

• Check out the Connect with Kidz website 

at stmarkscarmel.org/kidzconnect to find 
weekly Kidz Church and Kidz Music & 
Praise resources. 

• Join our St. Mark’s Kidz Facebook  

page to watch a weekly Bible Story and 
object lesson and share what you are up 
to each week. 

• Children ages 4-4th grade are invited to 

attend “Kidz Music & Praise Rocking 11 
am” each Sunday on Zoom.  Contact 
Joyce Click (jclick@stmarkscarmel.org) 
for an invitation. 

 

            
Dr. Ramie Cooney,   

Director Of Children’s Ministries 
            rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org 

“Blast from the Past” VBS 
Available all Summer 
Blast from the Past 
virtual VBS will be 
available anytime, 
anyplace throughout the 
rest of the summer at 
stmarkscarmel.org/vbs.  
Campers can continue to enjoy Bible stories, 
games, experiments, crafts, engaging music, and 
drama! After viewing a few short videos each 
day, children will be able to take what they 
learned and make it their own.  You can get 
creative using whatever is available around your 
home to bring VBS games and projects to life!  If 
you have participated in the past, get ready to 
see many familiar and beloved faces. 

Participate where you want, when you want, in 
small neighborhood groups or in family units. 

Club 56 Social Hour 
Thursdays | 3:00 PM-4:00 PM 

Incoming 5th through 7th graders are invited to 
attend each week on Thursdays 
from 3-4 pm either in the St. 
Mark's parking lot (practicing 
social distancing and safety 
measures) or Wesley Hall if 
weather is questionable.  Social 
Hour time includes games and activities, some 
Bible discussion, and weekly challenges. This is a 
great opportunity to invite friends and neighbors 
to share in the fun!  Social Hour events will be 
supervised by St. Mark's staff and restrooms will 
be available during the activities.  Contact interns 
Caleb Cohen or Katelyn Solesky 
(kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org) with any 
questions.   

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/kidzconnect/
mailto:jclick@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:rcooney@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/virtual-vbs/
mailto:kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org
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Cornerstone 
  Student Ministries  

Don K. Broad,  

Director of Student Ministries 

dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org 

Weekly Gatherings 
SUNDAY EVENINGS 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Grades 7-12 |  5:00 PM  
Parking Lot & Zoom 
Join us in the St. Mark’s parking lot every 
Sunday. We will also have Zoom available for 
students unable to attend.  Students who are 
starting 7th grade in the Fall are welcome to 
attend. 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
Wednesday Night Worship | 6:00 PM 
Facebook Live  

Bible Study-Gospel of Mark | 6:30 PM 
Contact DKB for login. 

 
THURSDAY EVENINGS 
DKB @ Starbucks Join Don on Zoom until  
restaurants reopen. Parents and students are 
all welcome! Email DKB for login. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
FAMILY EVENTS 
These events will be face-to-
face or virtual, depending 
upon what we are able to do. 
The events will include a  
Parent-Teen Day, Family 
Photo Scavenger Hunt, Family Mystery Mission 
Event and a Family “Escape Room” Event. 

STUDENT EVENTS 
A Lock-in (either face-to-face 
or virtual), Student Escape 
Room” and hopefully a Fall 
Retreat in November. 

MYSTERY ADVENTURES 
These will take place once a month. 
Don will plan the Event. The details 
will not be announced until a week 
before. 

MONTHLY MISSION EXPERIENCE 
These will be planned a month 
out and announced at that time. 

 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
These will begin August 16th (Face-to-face or 
over Instagram Live) 

 

Watch for a complete Fall Schedule to be  
released soon! Contact Don Broad, 
dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org or check out the 
website, stmarkscarmel.org/youth. 

 

mailto:dbroad@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/youth/
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Adult Discipleship 

  Dr. Jennifer Cloud-Buckner, Adult Discipleship Coordinator 
   grow@stmarkscarmel.org 

Themed Studies  
PASTOR’S SUNDAY PM STUDY, 6:00-7:00 PM 
Psalmist’s Cry: Scripts for Embracing Lament by 
Walter Brueggemann, 8/2-8/30 

We all live in a constant state of denial. Our 
culture tells us all problems are solvable, or at 
least manageable; we simply need to try (or 
buy) the right solution. Our self-help, pop-a-pill 
culture is prone to masking symptoms and 
calling that mask a cure. 

But as long as we deny our 
pain, we lose the danger of 
the Gospel—the part where 
we give up control and 
allow God’s mystery to 
unfold in our lives—and in 
doing so, we lose the depth 
of its goodness. 

In Psalmist’s Cry, Walter 
Brueggemann explores 
Psalms as scripts for 
lament: guides for how to express feelings 
honestly, in ways normally not permitted or 
expected within Christian community. In this  
5-week study, discover the fullness of God when 
we allow our lives to become about God healing 
us and not about us controlling or managing our 
way through life. 

Pastor Brian White will lead the 5-week 
Psalmist’s Cry study. Sign up online at 
stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups to receive 
study materials and the Zoom connection info 
for the online Zoom meeting.   

Sunday Morning Groups 
FOUNDATIONS & FRIENDSHIPS-9:30 A.M. 
This class will begin Sandra Richter’s Epic of 
Eden: A Christian Entry Into the Old Testament 
on August 2. For online meeting info, email 
Doug Brown (dthbrown@gmail.com) for the 
online meeting information.  
 
CUTTING EDGE—9:30 A.M. ONLINE 
Learn about the Bible by following the Revised 
Common Lectionary, an ongoing 3-year cycle 
through the Bible’s Old and New Testaments. 
Contact Steve Click for the online meeting info 
(sclick52@gmail.com).  
  
REEL SPIRITUALITY—11:00 A.M. ONLINE 
Lydia and Terry Fourman are facilitating 
discussions of online videos (e.g., sermons, TED 
Talks) during church closures. For video links 
and meeting info, email 
4manternlyd@gmail.com . 
 
VENTURE—2:00 P.M.  EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY 
Venture Class is meeting at 2:00p.m. by phone 
and computer on every other Sunday 
afternoon during the church closures. Contact 
Jean Douglass or Jennifer Cloud-Buckner 
(grow@stmarkscarmel.org, 317-846-4912 x. 
214)to learn how to connect with your phone 
or computer.   

JOURNEY and OPEN DOORS / OPEN IDEAS 
These groups have not yet set up online 
meetings during the church closure. 

 

mailto:grow@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups/
mailto:dthbrown@gmail.com
mailto:sclick52@gmail.com
mailto:4manternlyd@gmail.com
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adult discipleship 

Learn more and sign up on stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups.  
Email Jennifer Cloud-Buckner (grow@stmarkscarmel.org) or  

call (317)846-4912 x. 214 with questions. 

Weekday Study Groups  
 

WEDNESDAYS  

WED AM BIBLE STUDY, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
Inspired: by Rachel Held Evans, until 8/26 

Now through 8/26, the Wed AM Bible Study 
with Lydia Fourman 
(4manternlyd@gmail.com) 
will continue exploring the 
meaning of the Bible through 
Rachel Held Evans’s final book 
Inspired: Slaying Giants, 
Walking on Water, and 
Loving the Bible Again. 
Meeting online.  
 

THURSDAYS 
AM STUDY GROUP, 9:30 AM-11:00 AM 
Jonah: Navigating a Life Interrupted by Priscilla 
Shirer, beginning after Labor Day  

What do we do when 
God interrupts our lives? 
Like Jonah, we often run 
away! In this 7-session 
Bible study, Priscilla 
Shirer redefines 
interruption and shows 
that interruption is 
actually God's invitation 
to do something 
beyond our wildest 
dreams. When Jonah 
was willing to allow God to interrupt his life, the 
result was revival in an entire city. Books are $17 
and can be picked up from the church. 
Facilitated by Judy Woempner online. This study 
will begin after Labor Day. 

FRIDAYS 

FRIDAY AM STUDY, 9:30 AM-11:30 AM 
Defiant Joy by Candace 
Payne,  8/21—10/2 
 

Joy is closer than you think 
because God is better than 
you may believe! Using 
humor, wit, and wisdom, 
author Candace Payne (aka 
“Chewbacca Mom”) reveals 
biblical insights to 
unshakable joy and 
freedom in every 
circumstance. Dispel the 
myths that joy is frivolous, 
immature, or reserved for a few select “happy” 
people, and open your heart to receive the 
freedom and joy in which God created you to 
live. In this six-session video Bible study 
facilitated by Stephanie Cohen, learn what it is to 
live a life expressed by joy! Books are $9 and can 
be picked up from the church. 
 

Don’t Use a Computer?  
Use Your Phone to Call  
into Online Meetings 
If you’re uncomfortable using a computer or 
don’t have one, our online group meetings on 
Zoom can be reached with any phone.  By calling 
a phone number and entering the provided 
meeting ID number and password, Zoom will 
connect your phone to the computer meeting. 
Others in the group can see each other on the 
computer screen, but they will still be able to 
hear your voice and you can hear them. Contact 
Jennifer C-B for the phone connection info to the 
group studies that interest you.  

https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/studygroups/
mailto:grow@stmarkscarmel.org
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 UMW Meeting 
            Tuesday, August 10 |  9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 
UMW will continue to stay connected this summer by Zoom. It will be an 
informal time of greeting and sharing with each other, addressing joys 
and concerns, and lifting our spirits with prayer and devotions Watch for a 
Zoom meeting invitation by email.  

 Open Groups 

BOOKMARKERS 
Tuesday,  August 11 | 7:00 PM 

The evening group will read and enjoy 
Sensible Shoes by Sharon Garlough Brown 
and Long Way Down  by Jason Reynolds. 
Contact Deb Skinner with questions, 
dskins25@hotmail.com . 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
Monday, August 31 | 7:00 PM 
The United Methodist Women’s National 
Office recommends a diverse range of books 
with the intention of broadening exposure to 
a variety of concepts. This program organizes 
books into five categories  Our UMW Reading 
Program group selects a book from each of 
the categories meeting five times a year for 
book discussion and fellowship. Contact 
Susan Salter at sbf5salter@att.net for more 
information. 

Arts & Crafts Sale 
Saturday, 11/7 | 9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
All crafts and art work will be 
homemade by area artisans 
or by members of St. Mark’s.   

Vendors who wish to rent a 
table may contact  Gail Lee at  (317) 650-
5352. Vendors may rent either one or two 
tables.  The rent for each table is $35.00. 

 

UMW Mission Outreach 
HOPE CENTER 
Hope Center in Indianapolis provides housing 
and services for adults who are escaping 
human trafficking. During the current 
pandemic they are working hard to keep the 
facility clean and germ-free for residents. The 
following items are being collected: wipes, 
disinfectant spray, ammonia-free glass cleaner, 
spray carpet cleaner, laundry detergent pods, 
floor cleaner (ex: Pine Sol) If you would like to 
make a donation you may place them in the 
Red Tote inside Door #2 or call Linda Schenk 
to pick up from your porch. (Call 812-454-0661 
or lschenk@att.net) 

UMW Fall Kick Off 
Tuesday, September 8 | 9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Join as for our Annual Kick Off meeting in 
September. Watch for more information on 
the website, stmarkscarmel.org/umw . 

UMW Christmas Meeting 
Tuesday, December 8 | 7:00 PM 

Save the Date for our Annual 
Christmas Meeting. The Morning 
and Evening will meet as one 
Evening meeting. 

. 

mailto:dskins25@hotmail.com
mailto:sbf5salter@att.net
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/umw/
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 open groups 

The United Methodist 
Men Breakfasts are held 
the 2nd Saturday of  
every month.   
Saturday, August 8  

If church is not re-opened we will have a Zoom 
Meeting.  

United Methodist Men provides a creative,  
supportive fellowship of men who seek to  
know Jesus Christ, to grow spiritually, and to 
seek daily his will. For more information about  
UMM contact Tom Roberts, email 
umm@stmarkscarmel.org or call  a UMM Board 
Member. You can also see what’s going on at 
stmarkscarmel.org/umm. Come and join us! 

Marksmen 
August 13 & 27  | 7:30 AM 

A community of career-and family-focused 
men seeking to develop relationships while we 
unplug from the daily stress that life can bring. 
Meet every other Thursday.  

We will be meeting in the St. Mark’s Parking Lot 
for our August Meetings (weather permitting). 
Please bring your own Coffee.  If you have any 
questions, email marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org 

UMM Breakfast Meetings Parking Lot 
Meetings 
If your group would 
like to meet in the  
church Parking Lot, please email  
jrundle@stmarkscarmel.org to be put on the 
schedule.  CDC guidelines should be followed.  

Worship Wednesday on the Lawn 
Wednesdays | 6:00 PM 

Join us at St. Mark’s 
outside on the  
Lawn (weather  
permitting) or 
through Facebook 
Live for a short 
devotional and music. Cancellations will be 
posted on Facebook in case of inclement 
weather. 
 
 

Faith Talks 
Faith Talks are monthly 
conversations with  
United Methodist  
Women hosted by 
Jennifer R Farmer, Spotlight PR.  Each  
conversation explores themes and resources 
that empower us to put faith, hope and love 
into action. 

To access Faith Talks podcasts, go to 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and look for 
Faith Talks in the blue box. 

mailto:umm@stmarkscarmel.org
https://www.stmarkscarmel.org/umm/
mailto:marksmen@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:jrundle@stmarkscarmel.org
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Monday 
COFFEE ‘N CAMERAS 
Will resume when we return to building 

This self-help camera group meets for  
conversation about photographic art &  
technique. Bring your camera & your  
questions. Contact Bob Wiens, 
wiens@iquest.net for more information. 

CAREER CURVE 
10:00 AM (Available on Zoom) 
A support and resource group for those who 
have suffered a job loss, are unemployed or  
under-employed and seeking a change.  The 
mission of Career Curve is to provide  
individual job search strategies, and informal 
counsel associated with the challenges of a 
job search. For more information contact  
Jim & Chuck, coordinators at  
careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org. 

Tuesday 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
Tuesday, 9/22 | 11:00 AM 

Join us  as we prayerfully knit and crochet 
prayer shawls that will be used to provide 
comfort and solace to people in need.  
Supplies are available. Men are welcome too! 
Group meets December, March, May, July, 
September . Contact Judy Bonnet for more 
information at bonnetjm@icloud.com. 

PAGE TURNER BOOK CLUB 
Tuesday, August 18 |  7:00 PM-8:00 PM 

The Reckoning by John Grisham. Join us 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month if you enjoy 
good books, discussions, and  
a shared evening with new/old friends.   
If you have any questions, contact Marcia  
Flora, mflora1950@yahoo.com . Weather  
permitting, the meeting will be held in the St. 
Mark’s Parking Lot. 

Open Group Schedule 

Wednesday 
ROMEOS (RETIRED OLD MEN EATING OUT) 
Currently not meeting 
All men are invited for a weekly Wednesday 
lunch.  

MOBS (WEDNESDAY RIDE) 
Rides will not resume in August. 
This is a shorter ride (10-12 miles) at a leisurely 
pace (10 mph). Begin from St. Mark’s  
parking lot and last about 1 hour. Sign up at 
stmarkscarmel.org/signups For more  
information contact mob@stmarkscarmel.org. 

Thursday 
JULIETS  
Thursday, August 20 | 11:30 AM 
Market District 
Juliets (Just Us Ladies Into Eating Out  
Together) every 3rd Thursday. If you are 
interested in attending, you need to reserve a 
spot . Space very limited. Contact Barbara 
Johnson,  (317) 863-2689, 
timberblj@gmail.com. 

BRIDGE  
Currently not meeting 
Bridge Group meets weekly. For more  
information contact the church office. 

CRAFT & HOBBY GROUP 
 Join us on Facebook at "St. Mark's UMC Craft 
& Hobby Group". Share what you've been 
working on or get ideas for new  
projects! Contact Kathy Bartel, 
 krbartel@gmail.com, with questions.  

SATURDAY MOBS (SATURDAY RIDE) 
Rides will not resume in August 

This is for riders comfortable riding on country 
roads & trails begin from various locations.  
For more information, contact 
mob@stmarkscarmel.org. 

open groups 

mailto:wiens@iquest.net
mailto:careercurve@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:bonnetjm@icloud.com
mailto:mflora1950@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094ba9a722a13-mobrides2
mailto:mob@stmarkscarmel.org
mailto:timberblj@gmail.com
mailto:krbartel@gmail.com,
mailto:mob@stmarkscarmel.org.
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Committee News 

Finance 
So how have we been doing financially? 

Over half the year has been completed and due 
to YOUR continued commitment to our mission, 
values and God’s work, our financial situation 
continues to be strong.  We continue to be 
FAVORABLE to budget.  We have met all our 
obligations and were able to cover the pre-
school teachers’ wages through the PPP 
(paycheck protection plan); we protected the 
staff and look forward to the new school year 
(all subject to change, of course).  The staff 
continues to monitor expenses very closely and 
they are net favorable to budget in all regards, 
despite added expenses to manage COVID-19 
requirements.   

What I really want to recognize is your 
continued faithfulness in your giving, pledges, 
and donations.  When COVID hit last March, the 
finance committee was looking at many 
scenarios – we have yet to act on any of them.  
You have remained faithful to God’s message, 
and to you I give you thanks.  We have a way to 
go before “we are back to normal” but we have 
taken a small step with live services!  I continue 
to pray for guidance, but remain very thankful 
for everyone’s contributions.  It does not happen 
without you.  Thank You!  I ask that you remain 
faithful in your giving and together we will 
manage the remaining half of the year.   

Thank You. 

Bill Nicolai,  Finance Chair 

Trustees 
The trustees have decided to do the kitchen 
project next, now that the first church  
renovation project is complete.  We have 
started the planning phase.  An advisory team 
has been named by the committee 
chairs.  We are also looking at the storage 
area on the other side of fellowship hall with a 
different advisory team made up of staff 
members.  

The kitchen team has made many suggestions 
and they have been incorporated in the  
kitchen design drawings created by the  
kitchen equipment supplier.  The kitchen  
supplier's design has now been given to the 
architect and he is working on the full kitchen 
drawings including doors, ceiling panels, floor, 
electrical and plumbing.  In general, we are 
expanding the kitchen length by 8 to 10 feet 
and maintaining the current width.  We are 
adding a warming oven, adding a new  
dishwasher with a workflow that will make it 
much easier to use, expanding the center prep 
area including a prep sink, adding a second 
hand wash sink to meet health department 
requirements, adding new counters with new 
cabinets underneath, and improving the  
ventilation system. 

Next steps are permitting and a bid from the 
general contractor. We do not have a 
schedule yet but are hoping to complete 
within the next 6 months. Contact the 
Trustees if you have any questions. 

Library News 
Until the Library reopens borrowed books, DVD’s and donated materials can be dropped in the 
book return box located inside Door # 2.  Book sanitation will follow the same procedures as  
Carmel Clay Library. Book requests can be sent to the office staff at staff@stmarkscarmel.org and 
you will be notified by email when your materials can be picked up from the  basket which is also 
located just inside Door # 2. 

mailto:staff@stmarkscarmel.org
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Directory Updates 
Joyce & Dick Landis 
11755 N. Michigan Road 
Apt 227 
Zionsville, IN  46077 

Registering Attendance 
We are grateful for your presence in  
online worship. Please register your  
attendance every week by visiting 
stmarkscarmel.org/attend.  

Please include the names of all attending 
worship.  

Thank you for being a part of St. Mark’s 
wherever you are! 

New Mothers Ministry 
Everyone loves a baby!  And we need your help 
in welcoming those new little members to our 
congregation.  Please 
consider joining the St. 
Mark’s New Mothers Ministry.  
Each volunteer is assigned 
one month in which they will 
deliver a gift bag filled with 
goodies and the rose from the altar table to 
parents of a new baby.  Gift bags are already 
made up; all you need to do is pick it up from 
the church office and arrange a time to drop it 
off to the family.  Contact Amy Adams at 
aadams@stmarkscarmel.org to sign up! 

 
 
 
 

Community News 

Circle of Care 
The Circle of Care list includes St. Mark’s  
members and friends who are homebound or in a 
care facility. Your prayers for these brothers and 
sisters in Christ mean so much to them and to 
their families.   Please remember: 
Annette Dunlap Clara Breisch 
Jane Roberts  Mary Hart  
Betty Lachman Ola Morrow 
Jerry & Phyllis Delp Vallie Williams 
Mary Pielemeier Don Ranck 
Judy & Tom Hebenstreit  Hilda Meyers 
 

stmarkscarmel.org/attend
mailto:aadams@stmarkscarmel.org
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SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, October 11 

Mission in Action Day 2020: Safely serving our neighbors! 
While many things look different this year, the mission of sharing Christ’s love and witnessing to our 
neighbors in need is unwavering.  MIA day returns to SUNDAY this year. We will worship through  
serving, working as the hands and feet of Jesus. Opportunities to participate from home, as well as on 
and off site will be available, with various mission projects, both on and off site. Please join us and mark 
your calendar for our annual day of actively living out our motto; “Where Mission is a Way of Life”.  
 

Donation items needed for some of our MIA projects. Items may be dropped off in the  
donation bins inside Door #2, Monday-Friday, between 9-4. Please look for the following 
while you’re out shopping or picking up school supplies!  

School Supplies             Personal Dignity Supplies 
Rulers (12” long with metric)            Bath hand towels                          
Pencil Sharpeners                               Bath washcloths                       
1 Pencil Eraser (2” or larger)    Razors (with guard) 
Colored Pencils (12 count boxes)  Nail clippers 
Crayons (24 count boxes)  Adult Toothbrush (individually packaged) 
Scissors (blunt tip)   Toothpaste (2.5 oz or larger) 
Unsharpened Pencils   Shampoo (15-18 oz) 

           Deodorant (2-3 oz) 
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Family Game Day 
August 9 | 3:30 PM-4:30 PM 

Come enjoy time 
with family and St. 
Mark’s friends playing 
family-friendly games  
and guessing 
games.  Children and 
adults are invited to 
play Bingo, draw with sidewalk chalk, and 
guess which Bible characters interns and 
Children’s Ministry staff are portraying 
throughout the hour.  The event will be 
outside with social distancing guidelines and 
restrooms available inside with health and 
safety guidelines.  A food truck will also be  
on-site with sweet treats will be available for 
purchase.  Please direct questions to the 
Children’s Ministry team at 
kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org. 

 

A Service of Healing 
Sunday, August 30 | 7:00 PM 

The Worship 
Committee is 
planning a service 
of healing for those 
who would like to 
have prayers of 
healing for themselves or who would like to 
pray for the healing of others. Watch for 
more information in the weekly emails and in 
the bulletin announcements.   

mailto:kidzchurch@stmarkscarmel.org

